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oe will be poor. He cannot keep money, 
alway is Rie owh or anybody else’s, unless he 
i : changed very much since I saw him last. But 
I have no disposition to talk on this subject, for 
| have kind feeling to everybody about him. His 
father isa worthy and respectable old gentleman, 
and all his relations and associates are worthy 


peopl LINGMAN. I want to ask a question 


merely for 





my own information, as I should like 
to get at the truth, as [am voting on this case. I 
understood the Senator to say just now that there 
were other instances In which money “that be- 
longed to other people had been stolen from Mr. 
Hastings. He states that as a matter within his 
knowledge,and his colleague seems to gontrovert 
it, I should like him to rire refer to the 
cases, for I really want to do justice, 

Mr. CAMERON. It was, perhaps, hardly 
fair to bring that into this case; but as [ am ques- 


tioned, of course I shall reply. Mr. Hastings did | 


borrow asum of money for certain purposes from 
a bank in Lancaster. Unfortunately, that very 


heard of other cases; but those [ do not now ree- 
ollect. This case, however, | remember per- 


ctly. 
on CLINGMAN. Were there any suspicious | 


circumstances about it? Is the Senator satisfied 
that that was a bona fide robbery or not? 


Mr. CAMERON. About that I have nothing | 


to say; | do not desire to tall about it; but he has 
been unfortunate; he is a man who cannot take 
care of money. - 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question | 


is on the amendment offered by the Senator from 
Louisiana, to make the bill read: 

Be it enacted, ¥c., That the Secretary of the Treasury 
be, and he is hereby, authorized, in adjusting the accounts 
of John Hastings, as collector of the customs at the port of 
Pittsburg, to give him eredit fur such a sum, not exceed- 
ing $9,955 62, the amount of the public money which he 
alleges that he was robbed, on the 10th day of March, A. 
D. 1854, while acting in the aforesaid capacity, as the Sec- 
retary shall, upon proper investigation. be satisfied to have 
been actually robbed trom said Hastings. 

Mr. DOOLITTLE. I do not rise to discuss 
this bill at length, but simply to say that I shall 
vote against it, and it will make no difference with 
me whether he was robbed or was not robbed, 
whether the robbery was a sham robbery, or, to 
use the language of the gentleman from South Car- 
olina, ‘abonafiderobbery.’? The amountinvolved, 
is small; but it concerns the whole revenue of the 


the Government in the hands of all the officers of 
the Government. If we admit that the robbery 


ofthe public Treasury from the possession of those | 


who hold it is to excuse them from their respons- 
ibility and excuse their sureties, I do not know 
where this matter will end. I am opposed to the 


whole system of relieving those who keep the | 


ublic moneys, on the pretense that they have 

en robbed, whether the pretense be true or false. 
Thold that they should be responsible as insurers 
to the Government; and that those who become 
their sureties do become insurers to the Govern- 
mentayainst robbery and against theft; and that 
they should not be excused, whether the allega- 
tien is a mere pretense or not. I shall, therefore, 
vote against all such bills. 

Mr. |VERSON. A single word in reply to the 
pont the Senator from Wisconsin has suggested. 
Asa gencral rule it is correct. The Government 
— not to release any custodian of publicmoney 
Unless he makes out a clear case that there was 
no collusion by him in the transaction; but Con- 

8s has never adhered to the gencral principle, 

ut has in every ease looked at the particular cir- 
cumstances; and if the party has made out a clear 
tase, and shown that there was no collusion on 
'S part, and shown thiat he has been, in the lan- 
guage of the Senator, ‘bona fide robbed,’’ Con- 
a. has always relieved him. Since I have been 
» the Senate, half a dozen bills have passed of a 
Sumilar character. One was passed for the relief 


* custodian of public money in Louisiana, 
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| without any fault on his part. 
| ordinary diligence, and the moncy was taken from 


c for or against it, 
night he was robbed, and lost his $1,500. I have |, 
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| it very unfair. 
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brought in by the Senator from Louisiana [Mr. 
Suiweit) about two years ago. Another was 

d under somewhat similar circumstances to 
this one, for the relief of a paymaster in Santa Fé, 
New Mexico, who was knocked down in the pas- 
sage and severely beaten, and the key of his tron 
chest taken from him, and the iron chest opened, 
and money abstracted amounting to over twenty 
thousand dollars, if I remember rightly. Con- 
gress relieved him, and Congress always comes 
to the relief ofa party whom it believes was robbed 
If he exercised 


him without any fault of his, and the case shows | 


the absence of all complicity on his part, Con- 
gress relieves him. Sach cases are exceptions, | 
admit; but they have been passed on that ground. 
Mr.GREEN. I merely wish to make one re- 
mark, and that is this: when a private claim or 
any other subject is before the Senate, I really 
must protest against individual Senators bringing 
their own personal character and influence to bear 
If they wish to testify in the 
case, let them go before the committee and do so, 
but not get up in the Senate and bring their high 
character to bearfor or aguinst the case. I think 
I know nothing about this bill, 
but I really must protest against that conduct. 
Mr. HALE. I have not been obnoxious to 
that charge myself. I want to call the attention 
of the Senate, before they vote, to a single fact in 
the testimony that the honorable Senator from 


Georgia did not allude to, and then I shall leave | 
the case—forever, Lhope. By reference to the tes- | 


timony of Mr. Taylor, deputy collector of this 
custom-house, you will find that Taylor left the 


building from half to three quarters of an hour || 


after the time Hastings said he left, and he says 
he left Hastings and the watchman locked up 
in the custom-house—a pretty important fact, it 
strikes me. 

The amendments were agreed to. 

The bill was reported to the Senate as amended, 
and the amendments were concurred in. 
was ordered to be read a third time; and on the 
question, ‘* Shall the bill pass ?”’ 

Mr. HARLAN called for the yeas and nays; 
and they were ordered. 

Mr. SIMMONS. [attended to the investigation 


of this case before the committec; and I doulst if | 


there is any member of the Senate who, if he read 
the testimony, unless he believed the witnesses 


releasing this mah. I had some misgivings myself 
about the case, but the testimony ts full and com- 


plete; and no one who will take the pains to read || 
If yougo | 
to the extent suggested by the Senator from W1s- | 
| consin, and say that when a man is robbed of pub- 

lic money you must still hold him for it, thatis an- | 


it can doubt that this man was robbed. 


other matter; but that this man was actually 
robbed, I have no more doubt than I have that he 
lived, though I never saw him. 


Mr. CLARK. 


committee. I engaged in the consideration of the 
case, I must confess, with some impresions 


against it, on account of the letter that had been | 


received by my colleague. I examined that letter; 
I examined the case upon the evidence that was 
submitted to the committee, and I came to the 


conclusion—and I think no man could come to || 
any other conclusion fairly, upen the evidence | 


before the committee—that the testimony sus- 
tains the man’s case and makes out the fact that 
he was robbed. Now, I do not know but that the 


evidence has been taken ex parte; I do not know | 
but that other evidence might be submitted to the | 


committee, or submitted to the Setretary of the 
Treasury, which would puta different phase upon 
the transaction; but as the evidence stood before 
the committee, it seems to me but fair that the 


. : i} 
whole matter should be again submitted to the || 


Secretary of the Treasury, and it may there un- 
der go another examination, if you choose. I 
hope the bill will pass in the shape in which itis. 


The bill ||} 
|| adjourns to-day, it be to meet on, Monday next. 


| perjured themselves, would doubt the propriety of | 
Treasury and the keeping safely of the money of 


I was upon the Committee on || 
Claims last year, when the case came before that | 


a 
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| Mr. HALE, I want to call the attention of the 
Senate, for one moment, to the testumony of John 

| Taylor, the deputy collector: 

| “Joun Taylor, being sworn, deposeth and saith: Am 

| deputy surveyor. I left the office a few minutes before six 

| o’clock on Friday evening, the 10th day of March, 1854, in 
company with Samuel Keliar, the clerk employed in the 

| Office. J locked up the vault carefully before | leit, and left 
behind me in the office Mr. Hastings, the surveyor, and 
Cupples, the watehman.’’ 

There is where Hastings was—left locked up in 
this custom-house three quarters of an hour after 
he swears he had gone home. 

_ Mr. BINGHAM. Will you read what Hast- 
ings says about that? 

Mr. HALE. Now, se@ what Hastings says. 
Remember, Taylor says he locked the vault and 

| left him there at six o’clock: 

* John Hastings, being duly swon, deposeth and saith: 
Am surveyor of the port and collector of the custom-house 
in Pittsburg. [ left the custom -house, on Friday evcning, 
the 10th of March, 1854, about a quarter after five o’clock.”’ 

That is what he swears ; and three quarters of 
an hour after he says he left there, Ca says 

| he wentout of the custom-house, and lefthim there 
with the watchman. Do not talk to me about that 
being a robbery. 
_ Mr. ANTHONY. This report, I understand, 
is made unanimously. 

Mr. SIMMONS. Yes, sir. 

Mr. CLARK. Unanimously this year and last 
| year. oot 

The question being taken by ue and nays, 
resulted—yeas 28, nays 14; as follows: 

YEAS — Messrs. Agthony, Benjamin, Bigler, Bragg, 
Bright, Chesnut, Clark, Clingman, Dixon, Fitch, Fitzpat- 
rick, Foot, Green, Gwin, Hammond, Hemphill, Iverson, 

| Johnson of Arkansas, Johnson of Tennessee, Kennedy, 
Latitam, Mallory, Mason, Nicholson, Polk, Powell, Sim- 
mons, and Toombs—28. 

NAYS—Messrs. Bingham, Doolittle, Douglas, Fessen- 
|| den, Foster, Grimes, Hale, Harlan, King, Sumner, Ten 
|| Eyck, Trumbull, Wade, and Wilkinson—14, 
|| So the bill was passed. 


{| ADJOURNMENT TO MONDAY. 
Mr. HALE. I move that when the Senate 


|| ‘The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. GWIN. What is the motion? 
| Several Senators. To adjourn to Monday. 
|| Mr. GWIN. L hope that will not be done. 
Several Senators. It has been decided. 
|| Mr.GWIN. The question was not decided, 
|| Was it! 
| The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question 
|, was decided, 
| Mr. IVERSON. I move to reconsider the ques- 
‘| tion. [**Oh, no!’’) 

Mr. GWIN. I gave notice to the Senate three 
or four days ago 

Mr. IVERSON. I believe I have the floor. I 
tried to get the floor, and addressed the Presiding 
|| Officer; but he Would not recognize me. I in- 
tended to debate the question. 
|| The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Presiting 
Officer did not recognize the Senator from Geor- 

ia. 
$ Mr. IVERSON. I know he did not, and that 
is what I am complaining of. I move now to re- 
consider the motion by which the Senate agreed 
to adjourn over. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Did the Sena- 
tor vote in the affirmative? 

Mr. IVERSON. I did not vote at all, and 
therefore must be considered as having voted in 
the affirmative. 1 believe that is the rule. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Itis moved to 
reconsider the yote by which the Senate agreed 
to adjourn over. 

Mr. IVERSON. Now, I want to debate that 
|| question. I ‘hope the Senate will not adjourn 
|| over until Monday. There is 80 much business 
' before the Senate, that I think it necessary. and 
|| proper that we should sit every day, and I trust 
we shall not adjourn over, Ido not want to 
! make an argument; I merely call for the yeas and 

nays. 
I r. GWIN. I gave notice several days ago, 























that there were two very important bills con- 
nected with the Pacific coast that I wanted to con- | 
sider to-morrow. We have special order after | 
special order, occupying the whole attention of the 
Senate on every other day, and I did not wish to 
intrude on those cases, One special order—the | 
homestead bill—has gone over to next week; and | 
I wish to appeal to the Senate to give us at least 
to-morrow tor the consideration of the bills to 
which I allude. I hope the Senate will recon- 
sider the motion to adjourn over until Monday, 
and give us to-morrow for that purpose. I be- 
lieve, if we shall take up this question to-morrow, 
we can dispose of both of them. 

Mr. DOOLITTLE. 
tor from California what bill he refers to—the | 
telegraph bill ? 

Mr. GWIN. The telegraph bill is one, and 
the overland-mail bill another. 

Mr. GREEN. I like to accommodate Sena- 
tors against their ownawill. Now, I know it is de- 
sired by all that we should adjourn over; and this 
making a show of a desire to sit to-morrow does 
not amount to much to me. [Laughter.] 

Mr. GWIN. The Senator is mistaken, as far 
as Iam concerned. Iam in earnest, as much as | 
I ever was in my life. | 

Mr.JVERSON. The Senator must not include 
me in that category, for | am in earnest. 

Mr. GREEN. Well, | exclude two, and in- 
clude the residue. I desire to adjourn over, and | 
when we adjourn over I have more work to do | 
than I do when the Senate is in session, and Iam 
compelled to do it, inthe Departments. My con- 
stituents send it tome,and oe attend to it on 
some days; and when the Senate is in session I 
cannot. 
sponsibility in doing this thing. We can keep 
up with the House by adjourning over every Sat- 
urday. My whole object is jo do my duty, and 
I have a duty outside the Senate as well as in the 
Senate. 

Mr.GWIN. I have this to say to the Senator 
from Missouri: he is as much interested in the 

uestions I wish to bring up to-morrow as I am. 
with to bring up the bill in regard to establish- 
ing a telegraph, that has been reported by the 
Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads, and 





1 do not think I am shirking from re- |) 
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I desire to ask the Sena- |! 





of complex, complicated, difficult, and litigious 
cases. My own committee is in precisely that 
condition, and have made an appointment to meet 
to-morrow to go on with business; and very much 
has fallen upon them within a few days past. I 
sincerely desire that we shall adjourn over until 
Monday, in order that we may have an oppor- 
tunity to examine that business. I do not think 
there is any other thing that is pressing us for 
which the Senator from California asks us to sit 
to-morrow, other than his special anxiety, fear- 
ing that he might not get the Senate to consider 
his bills, which are of so much importance, on 
Monday; and as there is nothing of importance 
to come up on Saturday that demands or can 
claim a prominence, he thinks he might get up 


|| that special thing, which he thinks of great im- 


| portance, on Saturday, while he fears the Senate 


|, on Monday would not recognize it. 
/more importance on Saturday than on Monday. 
| I hope very much that we shall not consent to re- 


_ occasions to establish the precedent of special or- 


| session, and desired the Senate to go on with the 


if it is not brought up now and acted on, and sent || 


to the other House very soon, it will be too late | 
to commence the work during the present year, | 
even if the bilé becomes a law. 

I also wish to bring up the bill in regard to the 
overland mails on the northern routes, for which 
there is a great want of legislation, and immedi- 
ate legislation. If we do not do it now, it will 
soon be too late to put the service into operation 
during thepresent year. On the 30th of June the | 
contract for ocean service runs out; and if we do 
not intend to continue carrying the mails by the 
ocean lines, we ought to make immediate arrange- | 
ments to carry them by the overland routes. 
There are no two questions more pressing at the 

resent time than hanes and I think they should 
ve acted on, and sent to the House of Represent- | 
atives at an early day. I hope the Senate will re- 
consider the vote adjourning over, and give us 
to-morrow for these questions. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Arkansas. Lam very sorry | 
that the Senator from California has found that | 
there have been combined, so that they allfall on | 
the 23d of March, so many matters that require | 
immediate action or the result is inevitably to be | 
something that is very unfortunate. Now,I must 
say that whilst the Senator from Missouri is look- | 
ing around for, and finds—or thinks at least that | 
he finds—those who are really with him in one | 
peste apparently occupying another position, | 

find myself placed in this way: I desire sin- 
cerely to adjourn over, and I do it for many rea- 
sons. If 1 had no committee meeting to attend 
to to-morrow, still I should desire it. Itis hardiy | 
necessary for us to devote more than five days a 
week in this body to the public business. We 
can certainly keep up with the business of the 
other House without any difficulty, in conse- 
quence of the disparity of numbers between the 
two bodies. Five days will do here all the while 
what it will take six days to do in the other House. 
It seems to me nothing can be plainer than that, 
and every one recognizes the fact. Every mem- | 
ber of the Senate upon the committees knows that 
Saturday is one of the very best days to get rid | 


| 


'| relief of A. W. McPherson. 
| rectthe Secretary of the Interior to audit and settle 


| to suffer here on account of his own error? 


It is not of 


consider the vote adjourning until Monday. 
Mr. GWIN. The Senator knows that there 
- special order after special order on the Calen- 
ar 
Mr. JOHNSON, of Arkansas. 
Take them off. 
Mr.GWIN. Ihave been resisting the making 
of them from the beginning of the session. 
Mr. JOHNSON, of Arkansas. Let me ask the 
Senator if he was not one of the foremost on all 





Repeal them. 


ders; and if it falls hardly on him now, ought we 


Mr.GWIN. The Senator knows, if he has 
cw any attention to our proceedings here, that I 
1ave steadily resisted it from the beginning of the 


Calendar. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Arkansas. After establish- 
ing the other practice for eight years. 

Mr. GWIN. Well, sir, I have been attempt- 
ing to have the Calendar called from the beginning 
of the session, and have resisted every special or- 
der. Now, sir, so far as committee business is 
concerned, I will say there is now more business 
on the Calendar than we shall ever consider. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Arkansas. A great deal 
more. 

Mr.GWIN. There is undoubtedly a great deal 
more on the Calendar than will ever be reached; 
and the Calendar has not been called this session. 
I hope that this vote will be reconsidered, partic- 
ularly as the Presiding Officer was very quick in 
putting the motion. 1 have been watching all day 
for the purpose of resisting this motion, should it 
cdme up. I hope the Senate will at least give us 
a reconsideration, and see whether or not we shall 
sit to-morrow. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question 
is, Whether the vote by which the Senate agreed 
that when they adjourned to-day it would be until 
Monday next shall be reconsidered; and upon 
this question the yeas and nays are demanded. | 

The yeas and nays were ordered; and, being | 
taken, resulted—yeas 18, nays 29; as follows: 

YEAS — Messrs. Bingham, Brown, Cameron, Dixon, 
Doolittle, Durkee, Fitch, Fitzpatrick, Gwin, Harlan, Iver- 
son, Latham, Mallory, Nichulson. Pugh, Rice, Simmons, 
and Wigfali—is. 

NAYS — Messrs. Benjamin, Bragg, Bright, Chandler, 
Chesnut, Clark, Clingman,Crittenden, Douglas, Fessenden, 
Foot, Foster, Green, Grimes, Hale, Hammond, Hemphill, 
Johnson of Arkansas, Johnson of Tennessee, Kennedy, 
King, Mason, Polk, Powell, Sumner, Ten Eyck, Toombs, 
Trumbull, and Wade—29. 


So the motion to reconsider was not agreed to 
A. W. M PHERSON. 


The Senate, as in Committee of the Whole, 
proceeded to consider the bill (S. No. 110) for the 
It proposes to di- 


AM 


the accounts of A. W. McPherson for furnishing 
the district and circuit court rooms for the use of 
the courts of the United States, in the city of San 
Francisco, allowing him such prices for the arti- 
cles‘furnished and work done as, under all cir- 
cumstances, shall appear reasonable and just. 

Mr. FOOT. If there be a transcript of the ac- 
count among the files, I call for the reading of 
the account, so that the Senate may understand 
what they are called upon to vote. Let the report 
be read, in the first place. 

The Secretary read the following report, made 
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at the first session of the Thirty-F; — 
by Mr. Iverson: vee Ih Congress, 
The Committee on Claims, to whom 
petition of A. W. McPherson, beg leave to mon 4 the 
That on the 9th June, 1855, the Secretary Tn, a 
wrote to the marshal of the district of California * terior 
he was authorized “‘ to procure such other accomy ¥ Which 
(for the courts of the United States) upon the m Mmodationg 
ble terms to the United States, to be fully approved 
judge and the United States attorney, and to seen’, the 
the Department a copy of the agreement with thes.” 
othe —— indorsed on it.” ‘pproval 
nder these instructions, the marshal e 
and agreement with petitioner for the rent ot aa eam 
and for furnishing the same separately, The cor, Utlding 
lease was confirmed by the Secretary, but the aceon ok 
the furniture, though certified to in due form by th ve for 
of the circuit and district courts, and by the district a 
ney and marshal of the United States, was refused nn” 
on the ground that there was no authority to pay on 
1ent, under the act of February 26, 1853, which De. 
that **a marshal shall not incur an expense of fees —? 
twenty dollars for any one year for furnishing,” & © thag 
By the act of 28th of September, 1850, the laws of 
United States were made of force in California which the 
divided into two districts, and, by the fourth section, i 
judge of the northern district was directed to hold we 


regular sesgions of his court in the city of San f° : 

By the amt of 2d March, 1855, the judge ae ree 
court was directed to hold a term of his court on the fra 
Monday of July in each and every year, with power to} a 
special terms in said city, at such places “as the mara) 
of the United States for the northern district of California 
cates procure for the purpose, under the direction of said 
judge.’ : ; 

It appears that under the authority of these acts ang the 
letter of instructions from the Secretary to the marshal the 
house rented from the petitioner was furnished by him 
under an agreement to pay for the same, and the accounts 
for the price of the same are certified to, as above recijed 
by the proper officers. P 
’ These accounts are for the sums of $9,085 95 and 
$9,012 20; in the aggregate, $18,098 15. The prices charged 
for the articles furnished appear to your committee to be 
very extravagant, and they are, therefore, unwilllng to ree- 
ommend the payment of the amount claimed. As the 
United States have had the use of said furniture, and are 
still using the same, they think that the petitioner is ep. 
titled to a compensation for the reasonable value of the 
same, and they therefore recommend the adoption of the 
accompanying bill. 

Mr. FOOT. Now [ask for the reading of the 
items of the account. 

The Secretary read, as follows: 


The United States of America, Dr. 

In account with A. W. McPherson, for fitting up and fur- 
nishing the rooms appropriated to the uses of the United 
States circuit court in the city of San Francisco, State 
of California, — rooms being secured for said court by 
lease dated July 2, 1855, and said lease being approved by 
the Secretary of the Interior by letter dated September 
17, 1855,) as follows : 

In the Court-Room. 

Making, putting up, and laying platforms, rails, spectators’ 
seats, and judge’s, clerk’s, and marshal’s desks, with 
three circular tables for the use of counsel, (the same 
being in conformity to the plans approved by the United 
States circuit judge, marshal, and district attorney,) al 
of which are respectively designated on ground pian No. 
1, and on drawings of elevation No. 2, by the letiersq, }, 
IMs Oy Py Ty Cy fy Zocccesccsccccccsecccecssesss Gaye 

Blue cl for covering desks and tables, 
twenty-two yards, at $5 50 per yard...... 

One large recumbent chair for judge........ 

One armed chair for associate judge........ 

Two arm chairs for clerk and marshal...... 

Eighty-one jurors’ and witness’ chairs, with 
cushions, at $6 each... 1... ...e eee eete 

l Two cylinder stoves, at $75 each........+: 

Carpeting, five hundred and ten yards, at $2 
per yard, and laying same, at thirty-seyen 
and a half cents per yard...... Bisccccees 

Matting, two hundred and fifty yards, at §! 
per yard, and laying same, at fifteen cents 
per yard......esseee- Sbved Coamwiccceccesy 

g Twenty-two gas fixtures, at $10 each...... 

Stand for clock .......0+00eeeees wiawing oo . 

Canopy... .ceeccccevescecestevcccccsseres - 

Sixteen inkstands, at $2 ecach......--+++++ . 

n __ Forty-one spittoons, at $2 50 each......--- ! 


121 0 
10 0 
5 0 
700 


In the Chamber of the Judge. 
One writing desk........ 
One circular table.........0.-eee0+- 
One writing table..........+-.0++++ 
One stuffed-back revolving chair.... 
k Sixteen office chairs, with cushions, 

at $6 each..........- Font sESesece 
One writing table ........-+-+ see 
One washstand and sink......+++++ 
One BOMB. . no eccecsecencecers 
Senne Fee anne tat 
arpeting, one hun and § 
yards, at" $2 per yard, and laying 
same, at thirty-seven and a half 
cents per yard......s.seeeeeeeres 
Damask curtains and fixtures and 
blinds for seven windows, at $35 
2 One gas chandelier.......+--++++++- 
¢ Two gas fixtures, at $10 each....--- 
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os “latent brought forward. evenceesceesese coe - $7,912 20 


In the Grand Jury Room. Ss 
4h One large SOLR..csaceccceccccoccees 54 S 
kt One ee ee os cece Sdesvoesece oo 
: ~ writing desk...+-e++e+ssseeers 
ef = washstand and sink......- tees 39 00 
fi Eighteen jurors’ chairs and cushions, mm 
. Bt GS CACD. «se sereeereererececers - * 
ight spittoons, at $1 cach..... staiaien oo 
: Four inkstands, at $2 ecach......-+- 
Carpeting, eighty-four yards, at $2 
r yard, and laying the same, at 
tiny 20 ee ae eccasseseee, 190.50 
- eains.fixtures, and blinds for three 
Cwrindows, at $35 each ws oases: 105 00 
; Four gas fixtures, at $10 each...... aco 
In the Petit Jury Room. 
LL One large table ..-++++eerereeeecees a 
m m One writing Gesk .vegeeeevere cess + = e 
¢ One waslistand and sink.....+-+++ ‘ 
;* Thirteen jurors’ chairs, with cush- re 
jons, at GS each...+++ +++. gaessee 78 60 
Three inkstands, at S2each........ 600 
a Seven spittoons, at $1 each........ 7 00 
Three gas fixtures, at $10 each. oasis sine 
Curtains, fixtures, and blinds fer two 
windows, at $35 each........ 70 00 


ting, forty-six yards, at $2 per 
— oa laying the same, at thirty- 
seven and a half cents per yard... 109 25 a“ 
—— s) 


+e» 099,085 95 


The small Jetters in the margin refer to ground plans and 
drawings of elevations Nos. 1, 2, 3, 4 


Total....sceceeeecees 


ined and found correct, and allowed. 
oe M. HALL McALLISTER, Judge, §c. 
San Francisco, March 4, 1856. 
Unrrep States District AtTorney’s Orrice, 
San Francisco, March 12, 1856. 
[hereby certify that the above account, in my opinion, 


js correct, and should be allowed. 8. W. INGE. 


The above account is, in my opinion, correct and just. 
W. H. RICHARESON, 

United States Marshal, 

By W. Metvin Smiru, Deputy. 

Usrrep States Marsuau’s Orrice, March 12, 1856. 


Mr. FOOT. My purpose, Mr. President, is 
fully answered in having called the attention of 
the Senate to this account. The reading of the 
account [ regard as a more emphatic and a more 
eloquent speech against its allowance than I or 
any other member could make. 

Mr. IVERSON. I admit, and so did the com- 
mittee, and so must every man that looks at this 
case, that the furniture with which the courts in 


San Francisco have been embellished, was of the | 


most extravagant and princely character, such as 
would have been more fitting for a prince 
ora king t. 


pet jur y, of the United States. The articles 
u 


rnished were of the most extravagant character; | 
he prié » doubtless very high; but th - | 
the prices are doubtless very high; but the com 
mittee, on looking at the case, came to this con- | 
clusion, that although it was the most extravagant |, 
fitting up of any court-room in the United States, || 


and far beyond what was necessary or proper, 
the person who furnished the articles was not to 
blame. What is to be done with him? This 


man, McPherson, made a contract with the mar- | 
The marshal ah 
t 


shal to furnish these rooms. 
nated what furniture should be put in them. 

was no fault of the contractor. He has furnished 
the goods. Doubtless he had to pay for them 
himself, and at that time all these articles com- 
manded a high price in San Francisco. Every- 
thing, as the Senate will remember, was on the 
high-pressure system on the Pacific coast at that 

. 


Mr.GRIMES. What time was it? 

Mr. IVERSON. Several years ago. I donot 
remember the precise time. It was while every- 
thing was very high in San Francisco; but even 
if that wexe not so, this man McPherson has fur- 
uished the articles under contract with the mar- 

al,and the Government has had the use of the 
Sone and what is to be done with him? He 

had nothing. You reject the bill; and say 

you will not pay this contractor a cent, because 

i. Judge and the marshal and the district attor- 
ty have bought extravagant furniture ! 


an a district court, grand jury, and | 


| 
| 
| 
| 





} 
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canbe managed. You cannot say that this party, | 


who has sold his goods to the Government, and 
when the Government has used his goods, shall 
not have a dollar, because, forsooth, the goods are 
of such a high character that the district attorney 
and this judge ought never to have purchased them. 
He ought to have something, of course. You ean- 
not treat him with the injustice of saying that he 
shall not havg a dollar for his goods, because, for- 


sooth, the parties who purchased them purchased 
them without authority. 


Mr. BROWN. It seems tome that my friend | 
| from Georgia mistakes the case in this; he talks | 
about the Government having purchased the | 


oods. The Government did no such thing. The 


overnment officers, without authority of law, | 
| have gone forward and contracted extravagant | 


| debts upon the credit of the Government, and then | 


come and ask you to foot the bill. If the mar- 
shal and district attorney did this, I ask by what 
authority did those officers undertake to contract 
for goods worth $18,000, to furnish a court-room? 
If they can do it in San Francisco, why not in 
every court-room in the country? If they ean do 
it in reference to court-rooms, why not in refer- 


| ence to post offices and everything else; and then 





shall a man come here and say, ‘‘ because I fur- 


nished these things to your officer, youare bound | 
+ te wd . 
to pay me?”’ If the officer commits an act out- | 


side of his official duty, it is without authority, 
and no more binding on the Government than the 
act of the Senator from Georgia, or myself. If 
these officers had the right to furnish the room in 


the Government. 
authority, the Governmentis bound. If the Gov- 
ernment did not give the authority, then the offi- 
cers acted on their own responsibility; and the 
tradesmen who sold the gogds to them must look 


this ey style, they could only have it from | 
If the Government gave the | 


1331 











| house was rented, it had to be furnished. The 


fault was in the judge of the court or in the mar- 
shal, in ordering such sumptuous furniture, but 
this gentleman merely got the furniture that he was 
instructed to put there. He was not to look to 
see whether they exceeded their authority or not. 
If they wanted the court-room furnished, (andau- 
thority to them to have it furnished was certainly 
imphed in the lease of the building,) it was not 
for him to say to the judge of the court or the 


, marshal, ** You are putting too sumptuous fur- 


niture here; the Government will not stand this.” 
The blame, no doubt, rests on them; but he was 


| not the person, as « tradesman, to find fault with 


them for disobeying the orders which necessarily 
devolved on them from their position. 

Now, Mr. President, we do mot ask that this 
amount of $18,000 shall be paid. If he has been 
foolish enough to make this contract, let him suf? 


| fer; but we do ask that he shall have something, 
| and that the Government shall not enjoy his prop- 


to the officers themselves, and to nobody clse, for | 


footing any such bill. 
I had thought, and still think, we have a law 


which denies to Government officers the right to | 


contract debts and then coerce the Government 
into the payment of them; and I will not relax 


| that rule in reference to officers anywhere, in Cali- 


fornia, or in Mississippi, or in any other State. 
These officers, so far as I am instructed by the re- 


portor by the speech of the Senator from Georgia, || 


have acted entirely above and independent of the | 


law. They have rendered themselves personally 
responsible for the footing of this bill. Why, 
Mr. President, how are these things done? The 
whole Federal court-house in the State from which 
I come scarcely cost so much money as the fur- 
nishing of this room, and in some of the other 
States [ dare say they cost still less. But what- 
ever the cost was in my State, or in other States, 
it was incurred by a direct act of Congress au- 
thorizing the appropriation to be made. In the 
seat of Government of my own State, the post 
office, the most important in the State, is kept in 
a wretched, miserable shanty, your Government 


erty, shall not take it from him, and then throw 
him back on what would be necessarily an action 
that could not be maintained against the officers 
of the court. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN. The $9,000, the ac- 
count of which has been read, is but for the fur- 
nishing of two rooms, I understand; but two 
other rooms, supposed to be equally n cessary, 
have also been furnished for a like sum, making 
the aggregate $18,000. 

Mr. BRAGG. Ifthe Senator will allow me to 
interrupt him, I think he is mistaken in that re- 
spect. Here is the report, which mentions $9,000. 
One of the sums, $9,000, was for the rent of the 
building. ‘There is another sum of $9,000, stat- 
ing it in round numbers, for furnishing; and the 
present memorialist was the contractor in both 
instances. He owned the building, and fur- 
nished it. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN, It was $18,000 in all. 

Mr BRAGG. Eighteen thousand dollars in all. 
But I apprehend the $9,000 for the building have 
been paid, inasmuch as the Department approved 
of the lease. The furniture is now in controversy. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN. The question now is 
altogether independent of the rent of the house. 
That has been approved of by the Department, 
and is a complete transaction. I do not often in- 


| trude myself on the Senate on such questions; 


but this strikes me as so extraordinary, and so 
palpable an instance of extravagance, that I can- 
not forbear to speak a word in condemnation of 
it, and of all the parties, high and low, who were 
involved in it, and [ make no exception; I-am no 


|| respecter of persons, at all. 


refusing even to pay rent for a post office, much | 


less to establish one by law. We have appealed, 
and appealed in vain, to this Government to give us 


a proper post office there. They refuse; and yet || 


Government officials can go and run the Govern- 


ment in debt $18,000 for furnishing a room in San | 
Francisco, and then, under the plea of my friend | 


from Georgia, we are to foot the bill. So far as I 
am concerned, sir, I willdo no such thing. If the 


marshal and district attorney thought proper to || 


play the lord and to furnish a room in this regal 
aan. let them be responsible to the tradesman, 


and the next tradesman who sells his goods to | 


such men will be very apt to look to their respon- 
sibility. Foot this bill, and how many more just 
such bills you will have to foot, Heaven only 


‘| knows. I will stop the thing, so far as I am con- 


he committee thought that the best plan was | 


to refer th 
nor, and | 
amounts 


18 question to the Secretary of the Inte- 
ethim examine the case, and allow such 
‘for the furniture as, in his judgment, un- 
a circumstances, were admissible and nee; 
is the only way, it seems to me, the case 


. 


cerned, right here, by refusing to pay one dollar 
of the money. 

Mr. LATHAM. The Senator from Missis- 
sippi has falien into one or two errors in reference 
to this matter. The bill merely proposes to refer 


| the subject to the Secretary of the Interior, in or- 


der that he may pay what he deems to be just, 
after an investigation. 
fore the committee, so I am informed, that author- 
ity was given to the judge of the circuit court, In 


|| California, to make contracts for renting a house 


} 


| for a court-room; and with Mr. McPherson this 


contract was made. The Senator must know very 
well that after the contract was made, and the 


There was evidence be- | 


| 


Mr. FOOT. Willthe honorable Senator allow 
me to correct a misapprehension of the Senator 
from North Carolina? Only one of two accounts 
was read; that is the account for the furnishing 

_ of the circuit court-room of the United States, a 


|| rented room for the use of the circuit court. The 


amount for the furnishing of that room, and the 
judge’s room, and jury room, &c., was read, 
amounting to over nine thousand dollars. There 
is another like amount for furnishing the rooms 
for the district court of the United States, amount- 
ing to over nine thousand dollars, The furniture 
for the two rooms amounts to over eighteen 
thousand dollars, independent of the rent of the 
building. 
Mr. CRITTENDEN. Now, Mr. President, 
unless we pay these prices, will this property be 
| ours? The property may be worth $18,000. 1 
rather think it is not. We cannot make the prop- 
erty our own unless we pay the price that is de- 
| manded. Suppose we reduce this account to what 
would furnish plainly and suitably a court-room. 
| We cannot make a bargain all on our own side 
/and say, ‘‘all this fine property is ours for this 
modest price.’? What is the consequence of our 
paying this bill, or authorizing anybody else to 
pay it? Suppose we reduce it: does it make the 
property ours? I say, let these people take their 
property, let them settle the responsibilities among 
themselves. If the judge has approved of this, I 
say he is e = culpable. If the marsha! has 
approved of it, he is culpable, and ought to be 
| dismissed from office. I will not condemn the 
| humble agents in this matter, and spare the prin- 
cipals. There is no department of this Govern- 

| ment that hasincreased in extravagance and in ex- 
| pense more than the judiciary has within the last 

w years, and we ace now the sources of it. 








- Be... 


Here isan instance of culpable—I think I might 
in moderate terms call it criminal extravagance. 
Lam for punishing it. I will not vote for a cent 
of the bill in any form it can be put. I will vote 
against the bill. It is a fraud upon this Govern- 
ment, a plain, palpable one upon the face of it; 
and, if we ever intend to give a lesson, we have 
the power of doing it now, and I hope and trust 
in God the Senate will do it. Contrivers of this 
sort shall not always be able to console them- 
selves, ‘* Well, if our fraud and imposition do not 
succeed, we shall be paid anyhow.’’ No, sir; 
they shall not be paid. Let them take their prop- 
erty. Letthem hold one another responsible, Let 
these gentlemen settle one with another their re- 
sponsibilities, and let our court-houses be fur- 
nished in a plain, suitable manner. In the court- 
house in my State, an old one comparatively, the 
whole furniture of it did not cost $500, I verily be- 
lieve, The jurors sit on benches ; the judges sit 
in respectable seats, and on respectable fae. and 
they administer as sound and as good justice as is 
anywhere done. I will not give in to this oriental 
idea of extravagance in transacting the public busi- 
ness atall. I mean to vote against the bill, and 
let these gentlemen take their fine chairs, and do 
what they can with them, and then we shall have 
our court-house furnished in a plain and suitable 
manner, consistent with the plain republicanism 
which we wish to ingraft, and wish to preserve 
in this Government in all its branches. I am 
against the bill, and mean to vote against it. 

Mr. FOSTER. 
may be taken on the passage of this bill. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The bill is 
now before the Senate as in Committee of the 
Whole. 

The bill was reported to the Senate, ordered to 
be engrossed for a third reading, was read the third 
time, and on the question, ‘hall the bill pass?”’ 

Mr. FITZPATRICK called for the yeas and 
nays; and they were ordered; and being taken, re- 
sulted—yeas 6, nays 36; as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Green, Gwin, Hemphill, Iverson, La- 
them, and Mallory—6. 

NAYS—Messrs. Benjamin, Bingham, Bragg, Brown, 
Chandler, Chesnut, Clark, Clingman, Collamer, Critten- 


den, Dixon, Doolittle, Douglas, Durkee, Fessenden, Fitch, || 


Fitzpatrick, Foot, Foster, Grimes, Hale, Hammond, Har- 


lan, Johnson of Arkansas, Kennedy, King, Mason, Polk, | 


Powell, Pugh, Sumner, Ten Eyck, Toombs, Trumbull, 
Wigfall, and Wilkinson—26. 


So the bill was rejected. 
Mr,GRIMES. I move thatthe Senate adjourn. 


The. motion was agreed to; there being, on a | 


division—ayes 21, nocs 13; and the Senate 
adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Frway, March 23, 1860. 


The House met at twelve o’clock, m. Prayer 
by the Chaplain, Rev. Tuomas H. Srockron. 
The Journal of yesterday was read and approved. 


DISTRICT COURT OF NEW YORK. 


Mr. DUELL, by unanimous consent, intro- 
duced a bill to provide for the holding of a term 
of the district court of the United States at Bing- 
hamton, in the State of New York. 

The bill provides that one term of the district 
court of the United States for the northern dis- 
trict of New York, in addition to those already 
appointed, shall be held annually at Binghamton, 
in the county of Broome, at such time as the 
judge of said district shall appoint, upon a notice 
of at least forty days, to be published in the State 
paper of the State of New York; which district 
court and the judge thereof shall have like pow- 
ers and exercise like jurisdiction as other dis- 
trict courts and judges thereof, as now provided 
by law. 

The bill was read a first and second time, and 
referred to the Committee on the Judiciary. 


EASTERN BOUNDARY OF CALIFORNIA. 


Mr. SCOTT, by unanimous consent, intro- 
duced a bill to chan 
the State of California; which was read a first and 
second time, and referred to the Committee on 
Territories. 


SCHOOL FUND IN CALIFORNIA. 





Mr. SCOTT, by unanimous consent, also in- 


troduced a bill the same provision for the 


THE 


other States of the Union, out of the proceeds of || ram Horton and others, admi 


I ask that the yeas and nays | 


the eastern boundary of 


anmeans ge ee, 


the sale of the public lands; which was read a 
first and second time, and referred to the Com- 
mittee on Public Lands. 

| 


REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES. | 
Mr. WALTON. Leall for the regular order | 


of business. } 





regular order of business being called for, reports 
from committees of private bills are in order, com- 
mencing where we last left off. 

The committees were then called for reports on 
private business, commencing with the Committee 
of Accounts. | 
EDWARD W. KENT. 1| 

Mr WASHBURN, of Maine, from the Com- | 
mittee of Ways and Means, reported back, with | 
a recommendation that it do pass, ap act (S. No. 
74) for the relief of Edward W. Kent; which was | 
referred to a Committee of the Whole House, | 
and, with the accompanying report, ordered to | 
be printed. 

Mr. BARR. I move that the House resolve || 

| itself into a Committee of the Whole House on || 
the Private Calendar. 
Mr. TAPPAN. I would suggest to the gen- | 

| 











, tleman that we should receive reports from com- 

|| mittees for half an hour or an hour, and then [ 
propose to make the motion the gentleman has 

| just made. 

Mr. BARR. Very well. I withdraw the motion 


JOEL M. SMITH. 
Mr. WALTON, from the Committee of Claims, 
rv a bill for the relief of Joel M. Smith; 
| which was read a first and second time, referred 
to a Committee of the Whole House, and, with | 
the accompanying report, ordered to be printed. || 

WILLIAM LYON. 


| Mr. WALTON, from the same committee, also | 
| 





reported back, with a recommendation that it do 
ass, a bill (H. R. No. 86) for the relief of Wil- 
iam Lyon, late pension agent at Knoxville, Ten- | 
| nessee; which was referred to a Committee of 
| the Whole House, and, with the accompanying | 
report, ordered to be printed. 
j DIFFICULTIES ON THE RIO GRANDE. 
Mr. STANTON. I ask the unanimous con- 
| sent of the House to have printed a letter from || 
the Secretary of War, containing dispatches of 
importance in referen¢e to the difficulties upon the | 
Rio Grande, and to have the same referred to the 
Committee on Military Affairs. 

No objection being made, it was so ordered. 

JAMES MEEKER. 


Mr. WALTON, 





I ask the unanimous con- || 


|| sent of the House to discharge the Committee of || 
|| the Whole House from the bill for the relief of 


|| James Meeker, and that it be recommitted to the 
‘| Committee of Claims. 
'| There being no objection, it was so ordered. 


PRINTING OF A PAPER. 


Mr. McCLERNAND. I ask the unanimous 
consent of the House to printa short bill of three 
sections, which I propose, at the proper time, to 
offer as an amendment to the bill reported from 
|| the Committee on the Judiciary in reference to 
| Utah. 

No objection being made, leave was granted. 


i THOMAS BROWN. 


| Mr. TAPPAN, from the Committee of Claims, 
| reported back, with a recommendation that it do 
not pass, an act (S. No. 242) for the relief of 
| Thomas Brown; which was laid on the table. 


JOHN WIGHTMAN. 


1 Mr. TAPPAN, from the same committee,asked 
} that the committee be discharged from the further - 
|| consideration of the petition of citizens of Eric, 
|| Crawford, Mercer, and Butler counties, in the 
|| State of Pennsylvania, praying for compensation 
|| to John Wightman, contractor for carrying the 
|| mail from Pittsburg to Erie, and that the same be 

“ew ~_— the Commtttee on the Post Office and 

ost ° 


It was so ordered. 
JACOB REED. 
|| Mr. TAPPAN, from the same committee, also 





school fund of California heretofore made for || made an adverse report upon the petition of Hi- 


CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 





Reed, deceased; which was laid on the 


asked that the committee be di 
further consideration of the 
|| Wagner, and that the same 
The SPEAKER. This being Friday, and the 1 Committee of Accounts. 

| 





__ March 99 
— —— 
nistrators of Taco} 
table, 
JOHN WAGNER. 
Mr. TAPPAN, fronr the 


same commit 
scharged from the 
petition of John 
be referred to the 


tee, 


It was so ordered. 
TMANNAH CUTTER AND OTHERS, 


Mr. TAPPAN also, from the same commi 
reported a bill for the relief of Hannah Cc a 
james W. ors R. B. Cutter, and others sa . 
ties of Charles W. Cutter; which was read a oo 
and second time, referred to a Committec of he 
Whole House, and, with the accompanying . 
port, ordered to be printed. —e 


JETHRO BONNEY. 

Mr. TAPPAN also, from the sam 
reported a bill for the relief of Jethro Bonney, of 
the State of New York; which was read is 
and second time, referred to a Committee of th 
Whole House, and, with the accompanying mf 
port, ordered to be printed. me 
NATHANIEL STEELE. 

Mr. TAPPAN also, from the same commitiss 
asked that the committee be discharged from th, 
further consideration of the petition of the heirs 
of Nathaniel Steele, and that the same be referred 


to the Committee on Indian Affairs. 
It was so ordered. 


LUKE UILTON AND OTHERS. 


Mr. TAPPAN also, from the same committee, 
made an adverse report upon the petition of Luke 
Hilton and others; which was laid on the table, 


€ committee, 


_ and ordered to be printed. 


ELIZABETH B. M’CORMICK, 


Mr. TAPPAN, from the same committee, also 
made an adverse report on the petition of Eliza- 
keth B. McCormick; which was laid on the table, 
and ordered to be printed. 


BENJAMIN 8. POPE. 

Mr. TAPPAN, from the same committee, also 
made an adverse report on the petition of Benja- 
min S. Pope, praying for indemnity for loss of a 
ship and cargo; which was laid on the table, and 
ordered to be printed. 

LEONARD HALL. 


Mr. TAPPAN, from the same committee, also 
made an adverse report on the petition of Leonard 
Hall; which was laid on the table, and ordered to 
be printed. 


M. M. ROBERTS. ‘ 
Mr. TAPPAN, from the same committee, also 


made an adverse report on the petition of M. M. 
Roberts;,which was laid on the table, and ordered 


| to be printed. 


CATHERINE HANNA’S CHILDREN. 


Mr. TAPPAN, from the same committee, als 
reported back the petition of the surviving chil 
dren of Catherine Hanna, and asked that te 
Committee of Claims be discharged from its fur- 
ther consideration, and that the same be reler 
to the Committee on Revolutionary Penswns. 

lt was so ordered. 


FERGUSON AND M’KIZER. 
Mr. TAPPAN, from the same committee, also 


made adverse reports in the cases of John Per- 
son and J. H. McKizer; which were severtlly 
fria on the table, and ordered to be printed. 


NAHUM WARD. 

Mr. HUTCHINS, from the same sommes 
reported back, with a recommendation that it do 
not pass, Court of Claims bill (No. 72) for wd 
lief of Nahum Ward; which was laid on the & : 
and, with thé accompanying report, ordered (@ 
printed. 

JAMES B. WOOD. : 

Mr. HUTCHINS, from the same ayer 
also made an adverse report on the memor® ‘ 
James B. Wood; which was laid on the table, 
and ordered to be printed. 

CHARLES D. ARFWEDSEN. 


, Mr. HUTCHINS, from the same committet, 
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a 


: verse report on the 
seo made Fweder which was laid on the 
able, and ordered to be printed. 

GEORGE ASHLEY. 
Mr HUTCHINS, from the same committee, 

a reported back, with a recommendation that 
als otpass, Court of Claims bill (No. 42,) forthe 
come George Ashley, administrator de bonis 
oat Samuel Holgate, deceased ; which was laid 
ake table, and ordered to be printed. 


ZENAS KING. 


Mr. : 4 
> an adverse .report on the memorial of 
also Ds 


qenas King; which was laid on the table, and 
ordered to be printed. 
WILLIAM F. BOWDEN. 


Mr. HUTCHINS, from the same committee, | 
-» made an adverse reporton the memorial of |, 
Williatf F. Bowden; which was laid on the table, | 


and ordered to be printed. 
DANIEL D. JOHNSON. 


Mr. HUTCHINS, from the same committee, | 


made an adverse report on the petition of Dan- 
a D. Johnson; which was laid on the table, and 
ordered to be printed. 
JAMES HENDERSON. 


Mr. HALE, from the same committee, reported 
back, with a recommendation that it do pass, a 
bill (H. R. No. 79) for the relief of James Hen- 
derson; which was referred to a Committee of 
the Whole House, and, with the accompanying 
report, ordered to be printed. 


LYDIA FLETCHER. 


Mr. HALE, from the same committee, also 
reported back a bill (H. R. No. 80) for the relief 
of Lydia Fletcher, and asked that the Committee 


of Claims be discharged from its further consid- || 


eration, and that the same be referred to the Com- 
mittee on Military Affairs. 
jt was so ordered. 
HOLMES AND PEDRICK. 


Mr. MOORE, of Alabama, from the same com- 


mittee, reported a bill for the relief of Philip B. | 


Holmes and William Pedrick; which was read a 


first and second time, referred to a Committee of || 


the Whole House, and ordered to be printed. 
ADVERSE REPORTS. 
Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois, from the Com- 


mitiee on Commerce, made adverse reports in the | 


following cases: 

On the petition of DeWitt C, Folsom and Eben 
B. Gardiner, owners of schooner Uranus, for fish- 
ing bounties; 

On the petition of Charles Brewster, owner and 
agent of schooner Flores, for fishing bounties; 

On the petition of the agents of schooner Co- 
quette, for fishing bounties; 

On the petition of the owners of schooner Smi- 
lax, for fishing bounties; and 

_On the memorial of the Board of Trade of the 
city of Evansville, Indiana; which were severally 
laid on the table, and ordered to be printed. 


Mr. ELIOT, from the same committec, made || 


an adverse report in the case of the schooner Met- 
amora, for fishing bounty; and on the memorial 
of John Bingham, for a civil retired list; which 
Were severally laid on the table, and ordered to be 
printed. 

CONGRESSIONAL TOWNSHIPS. 


Mr. DAVIS, of Indiana, from the Committee 
oo Public Lands, made an adverse report on the 
petition of citizens of township two north, of range 
Ade West, of the fourth principal meridian, in 
a county, Illinois; which was laid on the 


Mr. DAVIS, of Indiana, from the same com- 
mittee, reported a bill-for 


naatodelph county, State of Indiana; which was 
- a first and second time, referred to a Com- 
“tee of the Whole House, and, with the accom- 
ae report, ordered to be printed. 
a r. DAVIS, of Indiana, from the same com- 
tee, also reported a bill for the relief of con- 
on township two south, of range twelve 
peas, of the second principal meridian, in Gibson 
'y, Indiana; which was read a first and sec- 
ne, referred to a Committee of the Whole 








memorial of | House, and, with the accompanying report, or- 


HUTCHINS, from the same committee, | 


da the relief of congres- | 
“onal township six south, of range eight west, | 


THE, CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE, 








ered to be printed. 
ABOLITION OF LAND OFFICES. 
Mr. DAVIS, of Indiana, from the same com- | 


| mittee, reported back a resolution instructing the 
committee to Inquire into the expediency of abol- | 


that the committee be discharged from the further | 
consideration of the same, and that it be Jaid upon | 
the table. | 

Mr, SMITH, of Virginia. What will be the | 


effect of laying it upon the table? Can we call it 
| up again? Because the House might disagree to 
|| the report of the committee. I move that it be | 
|| referred to a Committee of the Whole House. 

| ‘The SPEAKER. The motion to lay upon the 
table takes precedence. 

Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. I presume the gen- 
tleman from Indiana has no objection to its refer- | 
ence to a Committee of the Whole House. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Indiana. I withdraw the mo- | 
tion to lay upon the table. I am perfectly willing 
that the resolution shall be referred. 

The resolution was referred to a Committee of | 
the Whole House. 

ISLAND OF GRAND CHENIERE. 

Mr. LANDRUM. 


| 


j 


| approval of the survey of the Island of Grand» 
Cheniére. The bill has once passed the House, | 
but failed in the Senate. I ask the unanimous 
consent of the House that the committee be per- 
mitted to report the bill, and that it be put upon 
its passage. A member of the committee will ex- 
plain to the satisfaction of the House in a moment 
that there can be no objection whatever to its 
assage. 
e Mr. COBB. 
anything for me, but here isa matter in which the 
Government is directly interested. It is a small 
matter, and the committee have unanimously in- 


according to the legal manner of surveying lands, 
but had to be cut up into small fractions. The De- 

artment has recommended that the survey may 
Be regarded as yalid, in order that the Govern- 
|| ment may sell the lands. 
ter. 
|| present agreed that the bill should be reported, It 
| was reported by me at the last session, pyro eee 
| the House without a dissenting voice, and went 
to the Senate; but failed there fer want of time. 
|| Itis a matter in which the Government is inter- 
| ange The island cannot be surveyed in any 





|| veyed, and all the committee ask is that the sur- 
vey shall be approved. Now, will the House 
allow the bill to pass? 

|| Mr. HARRIS, of Maryland. I desire to ask 


| the gentleman from Alabama where this land is? 


Mr.COBB. Itis down in Louisianain aswamp, 
and it cannot be surveyed in any way but by cut- 
ting it up into fractions. We want to bring the 
|| the money for it. : 
|| Mr. HARRIS, of Maryland. I desire to ask 
|| the gentleman further, if it has any connection 

with the McDonough estate? 

Mr. COBB. None whatever. Itis for the Gov- 
‘| ernment. I do not work for private individuals. 
| Mr. MAYNARD. Perhaps the gentleman can 





state if anybody has any claim on these lands ex- 


cept the Government? 

| Mr. COBB. I suppose preémptors have. 
Mr. WASHBURN, of Maine. 

vate bill? If not, I shall object. 

| The SPEAKER. The Chair has not heard 





what the bill is. 

Mr. COBB. If there is a single objection made 
to the bill, I will not offer it. 

Mr. TAPPAN. Well, I object. 

Mr. COBB. I will get it in at some other time. 

Mr. TAYLOR. I wish the gentleman from 
New Hampshire would be good enough to with- 
\| draw the objection. “It is a portiomof country 
} situated to the west of the Mississippi river. 








i 





ness. 
| Mr. COBB. The bill could be passed in the 
time it takes you to object. 

Mr. TAPPAN. I must object. 





ishing a portion of the land offices; and moved || 


I could not ask the House to do | 


structed me to reportthe bill. Thereisalittleisland | 
| in the State of Louisiana that could not be surveyed | 
| 
| 


That is the whole mat- | 
Every member of the committee who was | 


other way than the one in which it has been sur- || 


land into market, so that the Government can get 


Is that a pri- | 


Mr. TAPPAN,. I would withdraw it, but if I | 
do, there will be no end to this way of doing busi- 








ee eee 


CLARK JOLLEY. 


Mr. ALLEY, from the Committee on the Post 
Office and Post Roads, made an adverse report on 
| the petition of Clark Jolley, for relief; which was 
| laid upon the table, and ordered to be printed, 


| JOHN Y. SEWELL. 


| 
| 
| 


| Mr. ALLEY, from the samé committee, re-« 

| ported a bill for the reliefof John ¥. Sewell; which 

| was read a firstand second time, referred toa Com- 
mittee of the Whole House, and, with the accom- 

| panying report, ordered to be printed. 

WILLIAM M’CORMICK. 

| Mr. LEE, from the same commuttee, reported 





|| back, with a recommendation that it do not pass,a 
|| bill CH. R. No, 223) for the relief of William Me- 


| Cormick; which was laid upon the table, and i 
| ordered to be printed. ‘\ 


EQUALIZATION OF RATES OF POSTAGE. 


Mr. LEE, from the same committee, also re- 
ported back, with a recommendation that it do not 
pass, a bill (H. R. No. 170) to equalize the rates 
| of postage; which was laid upon the table, and i‘ 


| 


|| ordered to be printed, 


, |] ABSALOM ANDERSON. 
The Committee on Public || 


Lands are prepared to report favorably upon the || 


Mr. LEE, from the same committee, also made 
an advetse report on the petition of Absalom An- 
derson, of Albany, New York; which was laid 
upon the table, and ordered to be printed. 


JOHN D. COLMESNIL. 


Mr. ADAMS, of Kentucky, from the same com- is 
| mittee, made an adverse report on the petition of 

John D. Colmesnil, president of the Ohio and Mis- 

{| or Mail Line Company; which was laid on 

| the table, and ordered to be printed. 


PACIFICUS ORD. 
| 


Mr HICKMAN} from the Committee on the 
|| Judiciary, made an adverse report on the memorial 
of Pacificus Ord, asking compensation for services 
rendered the United States Government; which 
was laid upon the table, and ordered to be printed. 


|| JOHN M. L. GARDINER. 


| Mr. BINGHAM, from the same committee, om 

| reported back the memorialof John M., L. Gardi- 
ner, with an adverse report thereon; which was | 

| laid on the table, and the report was ordered to be ‘ 

printed. 

| SWEENEY, RITTENHOUSE & CO. 


Mr TAYLOR, from the same committee, re- 
— a bill for the relief of Sweeney, Ritten- 

| house, Fant & Co.; which was read a first and 

|| second time, referred to a Committee of the Whole 

|| House, and, with the accompanying report, or- 

|| dered to be printed. -« ° 

MARY CUTTER AND OTHERS. 

| 

' 


| Mr. PORTER, from the same committee, made 
| an adverse report on the memorial of Mary Cut- 
| ter, Cornelius E. Cutter, and others; which was 
| laid on the table, and ordered to be printed. 


MITCHELL & RAMMELSBURG AND OTHERS. 


* Mr. NELSON, from the same committee, re- 
| ported a bill directing thé Secretary of the Interior 
|| to liquidate the accounts of Mitchell & Rammels- 
|| burg and Baker & Von Phul; which was read a 
|| first and second time, referred to a Committee of 
|| the Whole House, and, with the accompanying 
report, ordered to be printed. 


KENTUCKY COURTS. 


Mr. NELSON also, from the same committee, 
reported a bill providing for additional terms of 

| the United States circuit and district courts in the 

|| State of Kentucky; which was read a first and 

|| second time, referred to a Committee of the Whole 

| House, and, with the accompanying report, or- 

|| dered to be printed. 

i POLYGAMY IN UTAL. 


Mr. NELSON. I now desire to call up the 
| Sater ee from ~ ee on the 
|| Judiciary the other day, to abolis. lygamy in 
|| the Terntor of Diah. ee 

| Several Mempers objected. , 
The SPEAKER. This being Friday, nothing 
| but private business is in order. . 


ENROLLED BILLS. 4 
Mr. DAVIDSON, from the Committee on 











| 
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k . pee es Theme St 
Enrolled Bills, reported that that committee had || made an adverse report on the petiti 








examined and found truly enrolled bills of the || J. J. Leopold; which was laid upon the table, an 


following titles: 

An act (H. R. No. 19) to amend an act entitled 
‘* An act to regulate the carriage of passengers in || 
steamships and other vessels,” approved March 
3, 1855, for the better protection of female passen- 
gers, and other purposes; and 

An act (H. ke No. 331) to repeal the third 
section of an act entitled ** 
regulate the terms of the circuit and district courts | 
for the northern district of the State of New 


York,’’ approved July 7, 1838; when the Speaker | 


signed the same. 
BARNT DE KLYN’S HEIRS. 

Mr. DUELL, from the Committee on Revolu- 
tionary Claims, 7. a bill for the relief of | 
the heirs of Barnt De Klyn, deceased; which was | 
read a first and second time, referred to a Com- | 
mittee of the Whole House, and, with the ac- | 
companying report, ordered to be printed. 

JOHN PALMER AND JOHN D. TREVILLE. 
Mr. DUELL, from the same committee, made 
an adverse report in the cases of John D. Palmer | 
and John D. Treville; which was laid on the ta- | 
ble, and ordered to be printed. 

ISAAC BOWMAN. { 


| 
Mr. DUELL. The Committee on Revolu- | 
tionary Claims have instructed me to report the | 
2 : ; : 
following resolution, and to ask for its adoption | 
by the House: 
Resolved, That the Committee of the Whole House on 
the Private Calendar be discharged from the further con- | 
sideration of the claim of Isaac Bowman, deceased, a 
lieutenant and quartermaster in the Revolution, in the Vir- 
ginia State line ; that the same be referred to the Committee 
on Revolutionary Claims; and that the said committee re- 
port the facts to this House. 


The resolution was considered and adopted. 
JONATHAN SKINNER’S HEIRS. 


Mr. BRIGGS, from the same committee, re- 
orted a bill for the relief of the heirs of Jonathan 
Bkinner, deceased; which was_read a first and | 
second time, referred to a Committee of the Whole 
House, and, with the accompanying report, or- | 
dered to be printed. 


H. BROCKHOLST LIVINGSTON’S CHILDREN. 


Mr. BRIGGS also, from the same committee, | 
reported a bill for the relief of the children of | 
Henry Brockholst Livingston; which was read a | 
first and second time, referred to a Committee of | 
the Whole House, and, with the accompanying | 
report, ordered to be printed. 

TIMOTHY EMERSON. 

Mr. HOLMAN, from the same+ committee, 
made an adverse report in the case of the heirs of 
Timothy Emerson; which was laid on the table, 
and ordered to be printed. 


J. F. TRACY. 


Mr. ETHERIDGE, from the Committee on | 
Indian Affairs, made an adverse report in the case | 
of J. F. Tracy; which was laid on the table, and | 
ordered to be printed. , 


NANCY G. VAN RENSSELAER. 


Mr. HOLMAN, from the Committee on Rev- | 
olutionary Claims, reported back the petition in | 
the case of Nancy G. Van Rensselaer, widow of 
Henry K. Van Rensselaer, and moved that it be | 
referred to the Committee on Revolutionary Pen- 
sions. 

The motion was agreed to. 


CARR, BRIERLY & CO. 


Mr. WOODSON, from the Committee on In- 
dian Affairs, reported a bill for the relief of Carr, 
Brierly & Co.; which was read a first and second | 
time, referred toa Committee of the Whole House, 
and, with the accompanying report, ordered to be | 
printed, 





} 





MENOMONEE CLAIMS. 


Mr. LEACH, of Michigan, from the same | 
committee, reported a bill to authorize the Com- | 
mittee on Indian Affairs to adjudicate and settle | 
certain claims against the Mehomonee Indians; | 
which was read a first and second time, referre 
to a Committee of the Whole House, and, with 
the accompanying report, ordered to be printed 


CHARLES J. J. LEOPOLD. 
Mr. ALDRICH, from the same committee, 


|| ordered to be printed. 


| itary Affairs, made an adverse report in the case 


n act to increase and || 


|| Robert Sanford, deceased; which was read a first 
|| and second time, referred to a Committee of the 
|| Whole House, and, with the accompanying re- | 


| not in order to be reported upon a call of the com- | 
|| mittee for reports of a private nature. 


ERBANO PEREZ. | 
Mr. STANTON, from the Committee on Mil- | 


of Erbano Perez; which was laid upon the table, | 





' and ordered to be printed. 


| 
JOHN F. SANFORD. | 
Mr. STANTON, from the same committee, 
| also reported a bill for the relief of John F. San- || 
ford, administrator de bonis non of the estate of || 


iT 





port, ordered to be printed. ; 
INDIAN HOSTILITIES IN UTAH. 
Mr. STANTON, from the same committee, 





Utah the expenses incurred in suppressing In- | 
dian hostilities in the year 1853. 

Mr. THOMAS. I submit, Mr. Speaker, that 
that is not a private bill, and that, therefore, it is | 


The SPEAKER. Ifit is not a private bill, of | 
course it cannot be received. 

Mr. STANTON, The Committee on Military 
Affairs regarded it as strictly a private bill. Itis 
a private claim for money paid out by the Terri- 
tory of Utah for the suppression of [Indian hos- | 
tilities within the limits of that Territory. It is | 
as much a private claim as any made here for | 
| money expended, and which it is the duty of this 


also reported a bill to refund to the Territory of || and, with the accompanying report, ordered wit 


| sachusetts and Shubrick, an 








Government to refund. 
| The SPEAKER. Inthat aspect, it will be re- 
ceived. 

The bill was read a first and second time, 
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| the 
i report, ordered to be printed. 
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Ompanying 


EXCHANGE OF STEAMER DUTIES 


Mr. MORSE. I am directed by t 
on Naval Affairs to report to the Howie 
morial of Mr. Martin, asking for an exchay ' 
duties heretofore performed 7 the steamers Mf, 

to move that ac 
returned to the Delegate from Washington T 
ritory, for presentation to the Secretary of 
Navy, which is its proper reference. ~~ 
It was so ordered. ' 


BENJAMIN TYSON. 
Mr. SCHWARTZ, from the Committee , 


hole House, and, with the ace 


Naval Affairs, reported a bill for the relief of b. 
| jamin Tyson; which was read a first ee 


time, referred toa Committee of the Whole Hous, 


printed. 
WILLIAM B. DRAPER. 


Mr. POTTLE, from the same committee re 
ported a bill for the relief of the legal represevia, 
tives of William B. Draper; which was read a first 
and second time, referred to a Committee of ths 
Whole House, and, with the accompanying re. 
port, ordered to be printed. 

ELIPHALET BROWN, JR. 

Mr. POTTLE, from the same committee, also 
reported a bill for the relief of Eliphalet Brows 
jr-; which was read a first and second time, rp. 
ferred to a Committee of the Whole House, and, 
with the accompanying report, ordered to be 
printed, 

J. M. MILLER. 


Mr. SEDGWICK, from the same committee, 


referred to a Committee of the Whole House, || made an adverse report in the case of J. M. Mil. 


and, with the accompanying report, ordered to || ler, in relation to a surface condenser for steam 


be printed. 
CLAIM OF CITIZENS OF MINNESOTA. 


Mr. STANTON, from the Committee on Mil- 
itary Affairs, made an adverse report upon the 


petition of citizens of Minnesot&, praying for an |, 
investigation into alleged outrages committed by || 


engines; which was laid upon the table, and or- 
dered to be printed. 
MOSES J. HILL. 
Mr. SEDGWICK, from the same committee, 
also made an adverse report upon the petition of 
Moses J. Hill for an appropriation to test his in- 


the United States soldiers at Fort Ridgley; which || vention for percussion bombshells; which was 


| 


was laid upon the table, and ordered to be printed. | 
MRS. ELIZA A. MERCHANT. 


Mr. BUFFINTON, from the same committee, | 
reported a bill for the relief of Mrs. Eliza A. Mer- 
chant, widow of late First Lieutenant and Brevct | 
Captain CharlesG. Merchant, of the United States 
Army; which was read a first and second time, | 
referred to a Committee of the Whole House, 
| and, with the accompanying report, ordered to be 
| printed. 

FRANK MADISON. 
Mr. BUFFINTON, from the same committee, 
also made ar: adverse report upon the petition of 
| Frank Madison; which was laid upon the table, 
and ordered to be printed. 


THORNLEY 8. EVERETT. 

Mr. BUFFINTON, from the same committee, 
also made an adverse report in the case of Thorn- 
ley S. Everett; which was laid upon the table, | 
and ordered to be printed. 

R. W. DUNCAN. 


| Mr. BUFFINTON, from the same committee, 
also made an adverse report in the case of R. W. 
Duncan; which was laid upon the table, and or- 
dered to be printed. 


HAYDEN & ATWELL. 


Mr. OLIN, from the same committee, made an 
adverse report in the case of Hayden & Atwell; 
which was laid upon the table, and ordered to be. 
printed. . 








HILL & MEGONEGAL. 


Mr. OLIN, from the same committee, also 
made an adverse report in the case of Hill & Me- 
gonegal; which was laid upon the table, and or- 

ered to be printed. ¢ 
GEORGE B. BACON. 


Mr. MORSE, from the Committee on Naval Af- 
fairs, reported back Senate bill (No. 58) for the re- 
lief of George B. Bacon, late acting purser of sloop- 











laid upon the table, and ordered to be printed. 
ANN SCOTT. 


Mr. CURRY, from the same committee, re 
ported back Senate bill (No. 60) for the relief of 
Ann Scott, with the recommendation that it do 

ss; which was referred. to a Committee of the 

hole House, and, with the accompanying re- 
port, ordered to be printed. 
EDWARD WILLARD AND OTHERS. 

Mr. CURRY, from the same committee, also 
made an adverse report in the case of Edwarl 
Willard and others; which was !aid upon the 
table, and ordered to be printed. 

SAMUEL A. WEST AND OTHERS. 

Mr. HARRIS, of Maryland. I am directed ¥ 
the Committee on Naval Affairs to report dac 
Senate bill (No. 59) for the relief of Samuel A. 
West, George McCullough, Hiram McCullouga, 
and Charles Pendergast, with the recommenda- 


|, tion that it do pass. The Senate committee re- 


| ported unanimously in favor of the bill, and ths 
' committee unanimously direct me to make this 
| report. If there be no objection, I move that the 
| bill be now put on its passage. 
Mr. LANDRUM. I object. ; 

“The bill was referred to a Committee of the 

Whole House, and, with the acccompanying © 

port, ordered to be printed. 


WILLIAM YORK’S HEIRS. 


Mr. CRAIGE, of North Carolina, from '™ 
Committee on Revolutionary Pensions, refr" 
a bill for the relief of the heirs of William 10"; 
which was read a first and second time, 1a 
to a Committee of the Whole House, and, wd 
the accompanying report, ordered to be pris 

THOMAS BIRD'S HEIRS. : 

Mr. CRAIGE, of North Carolina, from 
same committee, also made an adverse ae 
upon the petition of the widow and heirs of T "i 
Bird; which was laid upon the table, and ort 
to be printed. 


/ 





h 23 


’ 
— 


tion that 
Nittee of 
Panying 


. 


TAM itteg 
the Me- 
hange of 
ers Mas. 
hat it be 
ton Ter. 


Y Of the 


Nittee on 
f of Ben. 
d Second 
€ House, 


Ted to be 


Littee, re. 
presenta. 
ead a first 
ee of the 
ying re. 


ttee, also 
t Brown, 
time, re- 
use, and, 


ed to he 


ymmittee, 
. M. Mil- 
for steam 
'» and or- 


ommittee, 
retition of 
est his in- 
hich was 
printed. 


nittee, re 
e relief of 
that it do 
ttee of the 
anying re- 


AS, 
rittee, also 


f Edward 
upon the 


3. 

lirected " 
port bac 
Samuel A. 
‘Cullouga, 
ommenda- 
nmittee re- 
1}, and ths 
make this 
ye that the 


ittee of the 
aanying re 


, from the 
s, report 

liam York, 
re, referred 
, and, wilt 
be printed. 


., from the 
erse report 
of Thomas 
and ordere 


1860. 





THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE, 


NANCY WEEKS. 


OMAS, from the same committee, re- || 
“7 ahi for the relief of Nancy Weeks, of | 





i first and second time, || 

ia; which was read a +l 

‘erred to a Committee of the Whole House, | 
refe ) 


and, with the accompanying report, ordered to | 


rinted. : 
a TEMPERANCE C. LYLE. 
Mr. THOMAS, from the same committee, also | 
nde an adverse report upon the petition of | 
Tem serance C. Lyle, administratrix of Thomas | 
Moaly; which was laid on the table, and ordered 
to be printed. 
ELNATHAN SEERS 8 CHILDREN. 


: ttee, re- || 
Mr. POTTER, from the same committee, re- || 
as a bill for the relief of the children of El- 

P than Seers, an officer of the Revolution; which 
iat read a fitst and second time, referred toa | 
Committee of the Whole House on the Private | 
Calendar, and, with the accompanying report, | 
ordered to be printed. 
DANIEL COIT. 


Mr. POTTER, from the samé committee, also || 
reported a bill for the relief of the children of || 
Daniel Coit; which was read a first and second | 
time, referred to a Committee of the Whole | 
House, and, with the accompanying report, or- | 
dered to be printed. 

SALEM LARNED. | 


Mr. POTTER, from the same committee, also 
made an adverse report on the petition of Salem | 
Larned; which was laid on the table, and ordered | 
to be printed. 

APOLEON CHENEY. 


Mr. POTTER, from the same committee, also | 
made an adverse report upon the petition of Apo- | 
leon Cheney; which was laid on the table, and 
ordered to be printed. 


JUDITH NOTT. 


Mr. POTTER, from the same committee, 
asked that the committee be discharged from the | 
further consideration of the petition of Judith | 
Nott, widow of John Nott, and that the same be | 
referred to the Committee on ‘Invalid Pensions. 

It was so ordered. 


ELIZA Y. RODGERS. 


Mr. POTTER, from the game committee, also 
reported back the petition of Eliza Y. Rodgers, | 
aud asked that the committee be discharged from | 
its further consideration, and that the same be re- 
ferred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

It was so ordered. 


WALLACE ESTELL. 


Mr. POTTER, from the same committee, also | 
speed back the petition of Wallace Estell, and | 
asked that the committee be discharged from its | 
further consideration, and that the same be re- 
ferred tothe Committee on Revolutionary Claims. | 

It was so ordered. 


THOMAS GILES. ri 


Mr. POTTER, from thé@'same committee, also | 
a back the petition of Thomas Giles, and | 
asked that the committee be discharged from its 
further consideration, and that the same be re- 


ferred to the Committee on Revolutionary Claims. 
It was so ordered. 


JOSHUA DEWEY. 


Mr. POTTER, from the same committee, also 
~~ back the petition of Joshua Dewey, and 
asked that the committee be discharged from its 
further consideration, and that the same be re- 


ferred to the Committee on Private Land Claims. 
It was so ordered. 


JOHN MONTEY. 


Mr. POTTER, from the same committee, also 
reported back. the petition of John Montey, and 
Fm that the committee be discharged from its 

rther consideration, and that the same be re- 


tred to the Committee on Revolutionary Claims. 
It was so ordered. * 


HALF PAY TO CERTAIN WIDOWS, ETC. 

— POTTER. I ask the unanimous consent 

(H Bouse to report back a joint resolution 
‘ X. No. 14) explanatory of an act entitled 





| 
| 
| 
| 








Oooo 





| Richardson, and his widow, Sarah Richardson, | 


‘An act to continue half pay to certain widows 
and orphans,” passed February 3, 1853. I de- || 
sire to have the report read; and then I shall move 
to suspend the rules, in order to put it upon its || 
passage. 
Mr. WINSLOW. I object. 
The SPEAKER. Not being a private bill, the 
resolution cannot be introduced, except by unani- | 
mous consent. 
| 

| 

| 

| 

} 

| 











DAVID R. RICHARDSON’S CHILDREN. 


Mr. LEACH, of North Carolina, from the | 
Committee on Revolutionary Pensions, reported | 
a bill for the relief of the children of pene R. | 


deceased; which was read a first and second time, 
referred to a Committee of the Whole House, 
and, with the accompanying report, ordered to 
be printed. 

JOHN MOORE. 


Mr. LEACH, of North Carolina, from the | 
same committee, also reported a pill for the relief || 
of the surviving children of the late John Moore, | 
and his widow, Mary Moore; which was read a 
first and second time, referred to a Committee of | 
the Whole House, and, with the accompanying 
report, ordered to be printed. 

ERASTUS HUTCHINS. 

Mr. MARTIN, of Ohio, from the committee || 
on Invalid Pensions, reported a bill for the relief | 
of Erastus Hutchins; which was read a first and | 
second time, referred to a Committee of the Whole | 
House, and, with the accompanying report, or- 
dered to be printed. 

HARRIET R. F. VINSON. 

Mr. MARTIN, of Ohio, from the same com- 
mittee, also reported a bill for the relief of Har- 
riect R. F. Vinson; which was read a first and 
second time, referred to a Committee of the Whole 
House, and, with the accompanying report, or- 
dered to be printed. 


JOSEPH T. FRISBEE. 


lw 
| to a Committee of the Whole House, and, with 
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ee er ee 


ANDREW TEMPLETON. 


Mr. FENTON, from the same committee, also 
reported a bill granting a pension to Andrew Tem- 
pleton; which was read a first and second time, 
referred toa Committee of the Whole House, and, 
with the accompanying report, ordered to be 
printed. 

CHAUNCEY HOYT. , 

Mr. FENTON, from the same committee, also 
reported a bill granting an invalid pension to 
Chauncey Hoyt, of Chenango county, in the State 
of New York; which was read a first and second 


| time, referred toa Committee of the Whole House, 


and, with the accompanying report,®ordered to 
be printed. 


JAMES ALEXANDER. 
Mr. FENTON, from the same committee, also 


reported a bill granting a pension to James Alex- 
ander, an invalid soldier of the war of 1812; which 


| was read a first and second time, referred to a 
| Committee of the Whole House, and, with the 


accompanying report, ordered to be printed. 
WILLIAM BULLOCK. 
Mr. FENTON, from the same committee, also 


— a bill for the relief of William Bullock; 
ich was read a first and second time, referred 


the accompanying report, ordered to be printed. 
RACHEL M’MILLAN. 


Mr. FENTON, from the samecommittee, also 
reported a bill for the relief of Rachel McMillan; 
which was read a first and second time, referred 
to a Committee of the Whole House, and, with 
the accompanying report, ordered to be printed. 


ALEXANDER M. CUMMING, 


Mr. FENTON, from the same committee, also 
pr back an adverse report from the Court 
of Claims, (No. 180,) in the case of Alexander 
| M. Cumming, and asked that the Committee on 
| Invalid Pensions be discharged from its further 





Mr. BRABSON, from the same committee, re- 
ported back the petition of Joseph T. Frisbee, and | 
asked that the committee be discharged from its | 
further consideration, and that it be laid on the 
table. 

It was so ordered. 

ESTHER P. FOX. 

Mr. BRABSON, from the same committee, also 
reported a bill granting an invalid pension to Esther 
P. Fox, widow of Augustus C. Fox; whith was 
read a first and second time, referred to a Com- 
mittee of the Whole House, and, with the accom- 
panying report, ordered to be printed. 

EUNSCE COBB. 

Mr. FENTON, from the same committee, re- 
ported a bill for the relief of Eunice Cobb; which 
was read a first and second time, referred to a 
Committee of the Whole House, and, with the 
accompanying report, ordered to be printed. 


THOMAS BERRY. 


Mr. FENTON, from the same committee, also 
reported a bill for the relief of Thomas Berry; 


| 
| 


to a Committewof the Whole House, and, with 
the accompanying report, ordered to be printed. 


WILLIAM BURNS, OF OHIO. 


Mr. FENTON, from the same committee, also 
reported a bill granting an invalid pension to Wil- 
liam Burns, of Ohio; which was read a first and 
second time, referred to € Committee of the Whole 
House, and, with the accompanying report, or- 
dered to be printed. 


ASA WELLS. 


Mr. FENTON, from the same committee, also 
reported a bill granting a pension to Asa Wells; 
which was aie first oad second time, referred 
to a Committee of the Whole House, and, with 
the accompanying report, ordered to be printed. 


ANSELM CLARKSON, OF MISSOURI. 


Mr. FENTON, from the same committee, also 
reported a bill granting an invalid pension to An- 
ale Clarkson, of Missouri; which was read a first 
and second time, referred to a Committee of the 
Whole House, and, with the accompanying re- 
port, ordered to be printed. 


which was read a first and second time, referred | 
| 


consideration, and that the same be referred to 
| the Committee of Claims. 

a. 

It was so ordered. 


JAMES DUNNING. 


Mr. KELLOGG, of Michigan, from the same 
committee, reported a bill granting an increase of 
pension to James Dunning; which was read a 


| first and second time, referred to a Committee of 


the Whole House, and, with the accompanying 
report, ordered to be printed. 


WILLIAM EDDY. 


Mr. KELLOGG, of Michigan, from the same 
committee, also reported a bill granting an invalid 
pension to William Eddy; which was read a first 
| and second time, referred to a Committee of the 
Whole House, and, with the accompanying re- 
port, ordered to be printed. 


CHARLES APPLETON. 


Mr. KELLOGG, of Michigan, from the same 
committee, also reported a bill granting an invalid 
pension to Charles Appleton; which was read a 
first and second time, referred to a Committee of 
the Whole House, and, with the accompanying 
report, ordered to be printed. 


HUGH BAKER. 


Mr. KELLOGG, of Michigan, from the same 
committee, also reported a bill granting an invalid 
pension to Hugh Baker: which was read a first 
and second time, referred to a Committee of the 
Whole House, and, with the accompanying re- 
port, ordered to be printed, 


MARY DOUGLAS. 


Mr. KELLOGG, of Michigan, from the same 
committee, also reported back the memorial of 
Mary Douglas, and asked that the Committee on 
Invalid Pensions be discharged from its further 
consideration, and that the same be referred to 
the Committee on Revolutionary Pensions. 

lt was so ordered.* 


SAMUEL HAMILTON. 


Mr. FOSTER, from the same committee, re- 
ported a bill granting an invalid pension to Sam- 
uel Hamilton; which was read a first and second 
time, referred to a Committee of the Whole 
House, and, with the accompanying report, or- 
dered to be printed. 














LIEUTENANT ROBERT CUNNINGHAM. 


Mr. FOSTER, from the same committee, also 
reported a bill for the relief of Lieutenant Robert | 


Cunningham; which was read a first and second || 
|| morrow. 


Hiouse, and, with the accompanying report, or- || 


time, referred to a Committee of the Whole 


dered to be printed. 


MARY SUERCLIFF. | 


Mr. FOSTER, from the same committee, also 








| to be made, 
| them. 
Mr. WINSLOW. They can be received to- 


Mr. WHITELEY. How did the gentleman 
| from North Carolina got the floor to make his 
motion ? 


The SPEAKER. The morning hour has ex- 


0 Y || pired,and the motion of the gentleman from North 
reported a bill granting a pension to Mary Sher- || 


Carolina is in order. 


cliff, widow of John Shercliff; which was read a || 


first and second time, referred to a Committee of | 
the Whole Jiouse, and, with the accompanying | 
report, ordered to be printed. 


THOMAS CRAWFORD. 


Mr. FOSTER, from the same committee, also 
made an adverse report on the case of Thomas | 
Crawford; which was laid on the table, and or- | 
dered to be printed. 

j 


THOMAS GLASGOW. 


Mr. STOKES, from the same committee, re- 
orted a bill granting an invalid pension to 
Thomas Glasgow; which was read a first and 
second time, referred to a Committee of the | 
Whole House, and, with the accompanying 
report, ordered to be printed. 


ELIZA REEVES. 


Mr. STOKES, from the same committee, also 
reported a bill gganting an invalid pension to Eliza 
Reeves; which was read a first and second time, 
referred to a Committee of the Whole House, 
and, with the accompanying report, ordered to 
be printed, 


WILLIAM K. BLAIR. 


Mr. STOKES, from the same committee, also | 
reported back the petition of William K. Blair, 
and asked that the Committee on Invalid Pen- | 
sions be discharged from its furtherconsideration, 
and that the same be referred to the Committee 
on Revolutionary Pensions. R 

It was so ordered. 


HENRY FEDLER. ° 


Mr. HALL, from the same committee, reported 
a bill for the relief of Henry Fedler; which was 
read a first and second time, referred to a Com- | 
mittee of the Whole House, and, with the ac- 
companying report, ordered to be printed. 
A. W. FLEMING. 
Mr. HALL, from the same committee, also 





reported a bill for the relief of A. W. Fleming; || 
which was read a first and sccond time, referred || 


to a Committee of the Whole House, and, with 
the accompanying report, ordered to be printed. 


WILLIAM PIERCY. 


Mr. HALL, from the same committee, also 
reported a bill for the relief of William Piercy; 
which was read a first and second time, referred 
to a Committee of the Whole House, and, with | 
the accompanying report, ordered to be printed. 


JANE B. EVANS. 
Mr. BURNHAM. [I am instructed by the | 


Committee on Patents to reporta bill for the relief | 
of Jane B. Evans, and to ask thatit shall receive 
its several readings and be passed. 

“ The bill was read a first and second time. It 
provides for the extension of the patent granted 
to Cadwalader Evans, for an improvement in | 
steam boilers and apparatus to be used on board | 
steamboats to prevent the explosion of boilers, 


|| ‘The CHAIRMAN. The Chair will hold that 


| 
|| adverse reports, or to those only from the Court 
'| of Claims? 
|| The CHAIRMAN. Adverse reports from the 
y 


| consider the bills upon the Calendar to which no 


| Dart. 


THE PRIVATE CALENDAR. 


The question was taken on Mr. Wixstow’s 
| motion; and it was agreed to; and the House 
| resolved itself into a Committee of the Whole 
| House, (Mr. Puecrs in the chair.) 


| adverse reports are not for consideration to-day; 
| but, under the rules of the House, bills must be 
| considered to which no objection shall be made. 
| Mr. HOUSTON. Does the Chair refer to all 


| Court of Claims are not to be considered to-day. 
| This is ‘‘ objection day,’’ and the committee will 


objection shall be made. 
| Mr. MAYNARD. I would suggest, if there 
| is no objection, that the adverse reports from the 
| Court of Claims might be laid aside, to be reported 
| to the House with a recommendation that they 
| be concurred in, 

Mr. WINSLOW. I think we had better go 
on in the regular order. 

The committee then proceeded to consider the 
| bills and joint resolutions in their order on the 
| Calendar. 


COMMANDER H. J. WARTSTENE. 


| 

| <A resolution (S. No. 11) for the relief of Com- 

mander H. J. Hartstene, of the United States 

| Navy. The resolution directs the accounting offi- 

| cers of the Treasury to allow and pay the sum of 
$2,008 60 to Commander H. J. Hartstene, on ac- 
count of extra expenses incurred by him in restor- 
ing the bark Resolute. 


| 
| 


| r. HOUSTON. Read the report. 


| The CHAIRMAN. There is no report accom- 
panying the resolution. 

There being no objection to the joint resolution, 
it was laid aside, to be reported to the House with 
a recommendation thatit do pass. 


, ANSON DART. 
A_bill (H. R. No. 220) for the relief of Anson 
[Objected to by Mr. Tuomas.) 
TENNESSEE RIVER I{fPROVEMENT. 

A bill (H. R. No. 89) to liquidate the unad- 
justed contracts of the Tennessee river improve- 
ments. [Objected to by Mr. Tompxins.] 

WILLIAM BROWN. 

A bill (H. R. No. 229) for the felief of William 
Brown. 

The bill directs the Secretary of the Treasury 
to pay to William Brown, for property taken for 
| the use of the United States troops in the war of 
| 1812, $500, out of any money in the Treasury not 


|| otherwise appropriated. 





The repdrt was read. The evidence shows the 
claimant to have been a man of means during the 
evar of 1812, and that he was liberal in his efforts 
to sustain the honor and credit of his country. 


| His losses were evidently heavy; but, under prin- 





for seven years from the 15th of April, 1860, for | 
the benefit of Jane B. Evans, his widow, her | 
heirs and assignees. 

Mr. HOARD. I object to that bill being put 
upon its ‘ 

Mr. WINSLOW. I move that the House re- 
solve itself intoa Committee of the Whole Hottse 
on the Private Calendar. I believe the morning 
hour has expired. 

The SPEAKER. The motion of the gentle- 
man from North Carolina is in order. 

Mr. WHITELEY. I would ask if a single 
aes revest a bill from being put upon its 
passage n it contains no appropriation ? 

The SPEAKER. It does not. e 

r. WHITELEY. Then the motion of the 
€ from Connecticut, to put the bill upon 
its passage, is in order. 


| ciples laid down by the &mmittee in a number of 
cases already decided, the Government cannot be 
held liable for these losses. The testimeny, how- 
ever, shows that Mr. Brown surrendered for the 
use of the troops, on demand of officers of the 
Government, a wagon, two horses, and certain 
— which were reasonably worth, at the time, 
sum of $500, and this the committee think is a 
fair charge against the Government. 
The bill was laid aside, to be reported to the 
House with a recommendation that it do pass. 


LYDIA FRAZEE. 


A bill (C. C. No. 93) for the relief of Lydia Fra- 
zee, widow and administratrix of John Frazee, late 
of the city of New York. 

The bill directs the: Secretary of the Treasury 
to pay to Lydia Frazee, widow and administratrix 


|, York custom-house, from th 
|, to the 2lst of May, 1842 
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I hope we shall go on and receive || sum of $2,868; beingin full for th 


' 


i 


| 
| 
| 


| 


j 





| 


March 23 


Mr. TAPPAN. There are a few more reports | of John Frazee, late of the city of New 


e servi York, the 
: rv 
Frazee, as architect and superintenden t ofthe. 


e 3d of March, 1841, 


The report was read. It appears ¢ 
Jchn Frazee was employed by aoa — that 
as the architect and superintendent of the a 
house in New York, at a compensation of tom. 
dollars a day. On the 5th of December 1840, 'he 
was dismissed from that employment, and’, 
the 3d of March, 1841, he was reinstated j on 
He continued to perform the duties of aihis it, 
and superintendent from the day last mentio eet 
till the completion of the ateishoven some ome 
in the spring or summer of the year 1849. The 
ao time when the custom-house was finished 

eing uncertain, Mr. Duryea stating it to be ear} 
in the spring, and Mr. Lannitz in the summer of 
1842, we have adopted the day stated by the de.’ 
eedent on oath; first, because it is so stated ian 
second, because it is about intermediate between 
the period stated by Mr. Duryea and that Stated 
by Mr. Lannitz. The petitioner claims that thp 
decedent was entitled to compensation from the 
5th of December, 1840, till the 3d of March, 14) 
as well as afterwards; but our opinion is that . 
did not, during that interval, perform the duticg 
of architect and superintendent. This is obvious 
from the report of the deputy naval officer and 
surveyor. 

On the other hand, it is objected that after the 
Ist of May, 1841, the decedentserved gratuitously, 
It is plain that he made an offer to do so, but it 
seems to us to be equally plain that his offer was 
never accepted. Moreover, the just inference 
from the evidence is, that if it had been accepted, 


| then, upon an arrangement for that ne being 
h 


formally made, two conditions would have been 
annexed: first, that his pay from December 5, 1840, 
till March 3, 1841, should have been made good 
to him; and second, that the work should be com- 


| pleted on or before the Ist of August, 1841. Our 


opinion is that there never was any definite and 
binding arrangement for him toserve gratuitously, 
The Secretary of the Treasury took no notice of 
the offer made by him for this purpose. In thisre- 
spect he acted wisely. If the United States needed 
the services of the decedent, justice, as well os 
public policy, required that they should make him 
a fair and reasonable compensation therefor. If 
they did not need his services, then he oughtnot 
to have been employed. 

The opinion of the committee is that the dece- 
dent was entitled to compensation, at the rate of 
nine dollars a day, from the 3d of March, 1841, 
tll the 2ist of May, 1842, subject to a deduction 
of $522, the amount found due by the selectcom- 
mittee, under the act of Congress approved May 
18, 1842, (5 Statutes at Large, p. 485, ch. 29, No. 
179,) and of thirty-nine dollars for articles made 
for the decedent at the custom-house. For three 
hundred and eighty-one days, at nine dollarsa 
day, $3,429, subject to a deduction of the ngere 
te of the two sums just mentioned, $561, leav- 
ing a balance of $2,868. 

he bill was laid aside, to be reported to the 
House with a recommendation that it do pass. 


MARIANO G. VALLEJO. 


A bill (C. C. No. 92) for the relief of Mariano 
G. Vallejo. 

The bill directs the Secretary of the Treasury 
to pay to Mariano G. Vallejo, in full for the oc- 
i the United States of a 
Sonoma, in Califorma, 
, to August, 1853, the sum of 


cupation by the troops of 
buildin on the square of 
from May 30, 1 


The report was read. It shows that on the 4th 
of August, 1846, the United States, then at war 
with Mexico, took possession of a building on the 
square of Sonoma, called in the evidence the cua 
tel, or barracks; it was at this time in the posses- 
sion of the Revolutionists in California, know? “ 
the “* Bear ,” and had previously been in the 
occupation of Mexican troops under the comma? 
of the petitioner as milita commandant of t 
district. Munitions of war belonging to Mexico, 
and three hundaed horses, branded with dient 
brands, were found in the barracks and — 
by our troops. The United States occup! 
barracks 


1846, (Record, p. 103, 
1848, (R..p. 33.) The 
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1860. 


and came into the ssion and oc- 


ee a iti 88, 93.) In the 
of the petiuoner, (R., pp. 88, 93.) In th 
cupaih of June, 1849, (R., p. 44,) they were again 


ae the soldiers of the 
occupied ote thereafter until the 8th of January, 
os when they were delivered in charge to Mr. 
Fartlett an agent of the United States, (R., p. 
4) appointed by the United States chief quar- 
termaster ‘ 
ed in the use of the quartermaster'’s depart- 
= until August, 1853, oes brief, p. 13.) 
The petitioner alleges t 


occupied b 


nited States, and | 
} 


and he claims to be paid for such occupancy as | 


slows: From July, 1846, to July, 1848, twenty- | 
(olioMnonths, at $200, $4,800; from July, 1848, to | 


, 1851, thirty-six months, at $300, $10,800; 
rt oa 1851, to August, 1853, twenty-five 
months, at $200, $5,000; total, $20,600. Upon all 


i] 
nat the premises thus — 
y the United States belonged to him; || 


} 
| 


| 


for the Pacific division, and they re- | 
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Finley, fully prove the faithful execution of the 
work according to the terms of the contract; and 


| the official certificate of Mr. Byrd and the testi- 
mony of J. E.S. Blackwell, one of the commis- | 


sioners of the United States appointed for this 


ream work, establish the fact that no payment was | 
ma 


e toCalloway, or to any other person for him. 

But this latter fact also sufficiently appears in the 

accounts of the work, for it is not A sow that 
my payment Was made. 

n the letter of the Third Auditor of the Treas- 


| ury, dated November 19, 1855, all the material 


the evidence, it 1s considered that a reasonable | 


rent to be paid by the United States is $250 per 


month from June, 1849, to July, 1851, and $200. 


month for the other portions of their occu- 


pancy 


348, to November 16, 1848, five anda half months, 


at $200 per month, $1,100; from June, 1849, to || show. 


July, 1891, twenty-six months, at $250 per month, 
6,500; from July, 1851, to August, 1853, twenty- 
fve months, at $200 per month, $5,000; total 


after May 30, 1848, thus: from-May 30, | 


$12,699. The Committee of Claims report that, | 


after an examination ofall the testimony submitted 


ance of the sum of $12,600 is an extravagant one, 
and not justified by the evidence. The following 


allowance appears to them to be not only fair | 


under the proof, but liberal: rent from May 30, 


1848, to November 1691848, at $200 per month, | 


$1,100; rent from June, 1849, to July, 1851, at 
$200 per month, $5,200; rentfrom July, 1851, to 


August, 1853, at $100 per month, $2,500; total, | 
48,300. And they therefore report back the bill | 
from the Court of Claims, with an amendment, to | 


strike out ‘‘ twelve thousand six hundred,’’ and 
insert “ eight thousand eight hundred.”’ 


The amendment reported by the Committee of | 


Claims was agreed to; and the bill, as amended, 
was laid aside, to be reported td the House with 
a recommendation that it do pass. 


SHADE CALLOWAY. 


A bill (H. R. 230) for the relief of Shade Cal- | 


loway. 
The bill directs the proper accounting officers 


to allow and pay out of the Treasury to Shade | 


| 
| 
| 


Calloway the sum of $1,350, for work done by | 


him on the Tennessee river, under his contract 
with Brevet Lieutenant Colonel J. McClellan, 


dated September 16, 1853, according to the ac- | 


count approved and certified by the agent placed in 
charge of the work at the death of the officer. 
It appears, from the report, that on the 16th of 


September, 1853, the petitioner made a contract | 


with Brevet Lieutenant Colonel J. McClellan, 
topographical engineers, then in charge of the im- 


provement of the Tennessee river, for the con- | 


struction of a dam atthe head of Ross’s Island, to 
be two feet high and two hundred yards long, for 
which he was to be paid $1,500. “Bhe dam was 
to be completed by the 
the high water does not prevent.”? 


November, 1853, ‘* if | 


| 


The contractor commenced work on the dam, | 


but the high water prevented its completion dur- 
ing the fall of 1853. In the following summer, as 


soon as the condition of the river would permit, | 
he resumed the work and constructed one hundred 
and eighty yards of the dam in strict compliance | 


with the terms of the contract. At this stage of 
dered it to be suspended, for the reason that the 
{ppropriation made by Congress was not suffi- 
cient to complete it. Colonel McClellan died on 
the Ist September, 1854, without having reported 
to the Department the condition of the work done 
under the said contract ; the Secretary 


*ppointed R. W. W. Byrd, who had been an as- 


the work, in August, 1854; Cofénel McClellan or- | 


of War | 


“stantunder Colonel McClellan, to take charge of | 


and close “the accounts and affairs connected 


with the improvement of the Tennesseee river.” | 


This officer duly ap 
oner’s account for 
Yonal amount due 
ance of the contract. 


1,350, which js the propor- 


ves and certifies the peti-_ 


or the work done in pursu-— 
This certificate is append- | 


facts of the case are admitted, but the certificate 
of the agent of the United States, R. W. W. Byrd, 
is discredited, because not sworn to, and for the 
reason that Colonel McClellan’s reports to the 
Department do not give information of this par- 
ticular part of the work under his charge. This 
omission, however, is fully accounted for by the 
sudden death of that officer, which took place 
very soon after he had ordered the work to be 
suspended. But the objections of the Auditor are 
based chiefly upon the absence of proof, and it is 
due to him to state that the affidavits appended to 


| the report were not before him, as their dates will 


| ferent 
| hand; 
bill alone should remain unpaid. The claim of | 


It is apparent, from the Auditor’s letter, 
that the condition of the appropriation fully justi- 
fied the contract at the time the latter was made, 
and during the progress of the work. The con- 
tractor had no meansof ascertaining the condition 


les || of the funds, and perhaps even the officer in charge 
to the court, they are of the opinion that the allow- | 


himself could not accurately proportion the dif- 
arts of the improvement to the sum in 
ut there can be no good reason why this 


| of the petitioner is the following: 








ti to this report. ‘The affidavits of Samuel C.. 
vis, James Lewelling, John Long, and Jobn | 


The United States to Shade Calloway, Dr. 
(On accqunt of Tennessee river improvements.) 
For building one hundred and eighty yards of dam at 
Ross’s island, in Tennessee river..........+.+++- $1,350. 


The bill was laid aside, to be reported to the | 


House with a recommendation that it do pass. 
ISAAC 8. SMITH. 


A bill (H. R. No. 231) for the relief Isaac S. 
Smith, of Syracuse, New York. 

The bill appropriates, out of any money in the 
Treasury not otherwise appropriated, the sum of 
$17,743 77 to be paid to Isaac S. Smith, of Syra- 
cuse, New York, for his work and labor bestowed, 
for materials furnished, and forexpenses incurred, 
in attempting to build for the United States a light- 
house on the Horse-Shoe reef, in the Niagara 
river, near Fort Erie, in the province of Canada. 

It appears, &om the report of the committee, 
which was read, that the petitioner claims com- 
pensation for losses sustained by him by reason 
of the termination on the part of the Government 
of a contract made by him with the United States 
to construct a light-houge on Horse-Shoe reef, in 
the Niagara river, near Fort Erie, in the State of 
New York; that, in 1851, Congress appropriated 
$45,000 for the erection of a light-house on this 


reef; that, in the same year, the petitioner ad- | 
dressed a letter to the then Secretary of the Treas- || 
ury, proposing to construct for the Government | 


a foundation and light-house thereon, in conform- 
ity to certain drawings and descriptions thereto an- 
nexed; that on the 18th of November, 1851, Smith 


entered into articles of agreement with William || 


Ketchum, Esq., collector of customs and superin- 
tendent of lights at Buffalo, in behalf of the United 
States, for the construction of the said light-house, 
on a plan devised by the petitioner, submitted to 
the Secretary of the Treasury, and approved by 
him. 

rice to be paid to him for the materials and build- 
ing the light-house was $40,000; but in view of 
the novelty of the plan, and to secure the Gov- 
ernment against loss, if the structure should not 
be built so as to resist the force of the winds, the 
currents of the river, and the ice, it was stipu- 
lated that the Government should pay to Mr. 
Smith, on the completion of the house, ‘‘to the 
satisfaction of such person as should be appointed 
by the Secretary of the Treasury to oversee and 
inspect the same,”’ the sum of $20,000, and “a fur- 
ther sum of $20,000 within twelve months after- 
wards, if, in the mean time, the work should be 
found to have successfully withstood the effects 
of the ice, winds, and storms, but not otherwise;”’ 
it being a part of said agreement that the first pay- 
ment should be in full discharge of the said con- 
tract if the work should have received essential 


By the terms of the contract, the whole 


1337 


tl 

|, damage from the causes aforesaid, or should ex- 
hibit any deficiency in its construction. 

_ It appears that Mr. Smith immediately com- 
menced the erection of the work; but that in con- 

| Sequence of the cold weather setting in, he was 
unable to make any progress until the summer 
following, when he discovered that he and the 
engineers of the Government were entirely mis- 

|| taken in reference to the rocky character of the 
, reef. Instead of finding it a solid rock, he exca- 
vated to the depth of eleven and one half feet into 

| the substance of the reef, to a point about nine- 
.teen feet below the surface of the water, without 
coming to rock; but finding only boulders, gravel, 
‘shells, and sand, Immediately on discovering 
that there was no rock at practicable depth below 

the water, Mr. Smith, on the 23d of August, 1852, 

applied for, and obtained from the Secretary of 

the Treasury, an extension of the time, and also 

a modification of the plan of construction; which 

| extension, dated August 28, 1852, concludes in 
these words: **If Mr. Smith concludes to pro- 
gress with the work, agreeable to the above, the 
additional time he may require will be granted.”’ 

The evidence in the case shows that the petitioner 

is not chargeable with negligence in the prosecu- 

tion of the work after the time was extended, as 
above stated. Indeed, the testimony of Captain 

3enham, the engineer in charge of this work, to 

the probity, diligence, and energy of the petitioner, 
is so strong and full, and, in the opinion of the 
committee, so just, that they extract it from his 
letter to the Secretary of the Treasury of August 
27, 1852, as follows: 

“I would®only add that I take great pleasure fn giving 
| my testimony to Mr. Smith’s evident honesty of purpose in 
|| this matter; to the desire he has constantly shown to con- 

struct the work of the best materials, and in the strongest 
|| mannet; and to his untiring industry and perseverance ; all 

| of which would lead me to recommend, should his plan be 
deemed feasible upon sucha site as this one appears to 


|| be, any reasonable indulgence as to the extenston of time 
that he may desire.”’ 


|| ‘There is no pretense set up that Smith, after the 


| extension-of time, did not prosecute the work 
with his accustomed energy and skill. It appears 
from Mr. Ketchum’s letter to Mr. Corwin, of 

| October 18, 1852, that the Secretary of the Treas- 

‘| ury had overlooked the letter of 28th August, 
1852, from the acting Secretary, extending the 
time of performance of Smith’s contract indefi- 

| nitely, or, in his own words, granting him “such 

| time as he might require;”’ this being, in legal ef- 
fect, a ‘* reasonable time.’’ Butat this date, (Octo- 
ber 18, 1852,) the Secretary’s second Ictter, ex- 
tending the time of performance of the contract, 
was returned by Ketchum to the Secretary, with- 
out delivery or notice to Smith. In his last report 
Captain Benham says: 

“Yet his persevering determination to attempt to exe- 
cute his contract under so many unexpected and oppos- 
ing circumstances, and against the adverse opinions of 

| many, perhaps nearly all, other persons who have examined 
| the subject, leads me to fear that the further prosecution of 
| this work must result in a continued, and, perhaps, much 
greater pecuniary luss to the contractor; a loss that, not- 
| withstanding every precaution that may be taken by the 
| officers of the Treasury Department, | have reason for 
thinking it not only possible, but probable even, that Con- 
|| gress will be called upon, and perhaps successfully so, to 
| reimburse.’’ ] 

On the 13th May, 1853, after the lapse of some 
sever. months from the date of Benham’s report, 
the Secretary transmitted to Mr. Smith the report 
of the ‘committee on engineering,’’ respectin 

| his plan for constructin the light-house; whic 
| plan had been previously adopted, and the time 
| of construction extended as above stated. This 
|| course appears to have been in violation of the ex- 
] tended contract on the part of the Government, 
'and unjust to Mr. Smith, It is in proof that dur- 
ing the winter of 1852-53 Mr. Smith was push- 
ing on the work on the modified plan in every part 
of it which would admit of prosecution during 
that season ;and he was doing this with the consent 
| of the Government. The eagerness and energy 
with which Smith was prosecuting his contract in 
| October, 1852, was oank as to attract the attention 
of Captain Benham. Nevertheless, the Govern- 
|| ment, by its agents, knowing th’s fact, at the same 
|| time seem to have meditated a rejection of the plan, 
| but neglected to inform Srgjth of that intention. 
| This conduct of the Government, not through de- 
|| sign, but neglect, seems wholly inconsistent with 
| the rights of the petrtioner. Butthe Government, 
|| even after this rejection of Smith’s modified plan 
‘| of construction, did not notify him of the termin- 
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ation of his contract. But again, on the Qist of | The bill directs the Secretary of the Treasury, 
January, 1854,a périod of more than eight months, || out of any money in the Treasury not otherwise 


the Light-house Board, by Captain 


ardcastle, | 


its secretary, issued instructions to Captain C. | 
Woodruff ** to report again upon the feasibility of | 


Smith’s plan of constructing the light-house, and 


purpose.’’ Onthe 8th May, 1854, P.G. Washing- 
ton, for the Secretary of the Treasury, directed 
the secretary of the Light-house Board to notify 
Smith ‘*that his contract for building the light- 
house had been annulled.”’ 

On the 12th May, 1854, Captain J. C. Wood- 


| The bill was 


ruff, light-house inspector of the tenth district, | 


wrote to Captain Hardcastle, secretary of the | 
him that he had | 
immediately communicated to Smith Mr. Wash- || 


Light-house Board, informing 


ington’s letter annulling Smith’s contract for build- | 
ing the light-house. In this letter Captain Wood- | 


ruff states: 


‘*[ have been aware that Mr. Smith has been engaged 


at various times during the intervals of labor on the reef in 
experiments to test the practicability of cutting out the 
stone for the footing of his shaft, excavation by drillings 


and blasting having failed during the last season of work | 


on the reet. 


He has resumed work at the reef, clearing || 
out the well, which had been filled by the action of the | 


waves with stone from the adjacent compartments of the | 


erlb. This operation bas been nearly completed. He has 
his engine ready to transport to the crib for drilling of cut- 
ting out the stone. This statement seems to be called for 
from the nature of his reply to my letter, that the board 
may be advised from this office of the extent of his opera- 
tions this season.”’ 


It also appears, frora accounts and vouchers, 
that the actual expenses for labor and materials 
furnished, after deducting for cee resold, 


amount to the sum of $13,543 77, ex@lusive of || 


| The CHAIRMAN. It directs the Secretary of 





Mr. Smith’s own services during the period the | loan : 


work was in progress, from the 23d of July, 1851, 


to the time he was notified of the annulling df his | 


contract by the Government, on the 11th of May, 
1854—a period of two years nine months and 
eighteen days. He estimates the value of his per- 
sonal services at the rate of $2,000 per year for 
the time he was employed in this work. This 


sum is deemed higher than it would be reasonable | 


to allow, ali the circumstances considered; and a 
compensation is allowed at the rate of $1,500 per 
year, for the above period of two years nine months 
and eighteen days, amounting to the sum of $4,200; 
making in the whole the sum of $17,743 77. 
Mr. HOUSTON. 
that bill, for | know nothing about it except what 
facts are disclosed by the report of the committee, 
which has just been read. I would like to know 


from the gentleman who made the report whether | $1,906, together with the interest thereon, at six 


he applied at the Treasury Department or to the 
Light-house Board, where the information was 
properly to be sought, to learn why the Secretary 
of the Treasur 
Smith? Was there no explanation from either 
the Treasury Department or the Light-house 
Board in reference to that point? 

Mr. EDWARDS. Is debate in order? 

The CHAIRMAN. It is not, if objected to. 

Mr. HOUSTON. 


: | . 
I do not want to object to | of the Treasury to settle and pay to the heirs and 


appropriated, to pay to William Geiger, in full 
for all claims against the United States, by virtue 
of his contract made on the 18th of October, 1854, 


stone, and mason work, for and on the barrack 
at Fort Washita, in the Cherokee nation, the sum 
of $4,010 62. 


he CHAIRMAN. The Committee of Claims 


concur in the report of the Court of Claims, and 
recommend the pee of the bill. 


House with a recommendation that it do pass. 
DECEASED CUSTOM-HOUSE CLERKS. 


representatives of five deceased clerks in the Phil- 
adelphia custom-house. 

The bill and report were read in extenso. 

Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. The amount pro- 


posed to be appropriated is too large to be hastily || 


passed by this committee. 

Mr. FLORENCE. [I trust that it will not be 
objected to. 

Mr. JOHN COCHRANE. Whatis the amount 
of the bill? 
| the Treasury to pay, out of any money in the 
| Treasury not otherwise appropriated, to the legal 
repmmommiatves of David Gibson, John B. Shull, 
| Eli Valette,William Bryant, and C. G. Treichel, 
| deceased, late clerks in the Philadelphia custom- 
| house, the sums due them respectively for arrears 
| of compensation, amounting, in the aggregate, to 
$9,895 17, as per certified statement of the custom- 


Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. 
formally passed over until we can look into it. 
Mr. WINSLOW. We had better go on regu- 


larly. 

Phe CHAIRMAN. Then the bill must be 
considered at this time. Is there objection ? 

Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. If I cannot have an 
_ opportunity to look into the bill, I must object. 


LOT HALL. 


A bill (H. R. No. 16) for the relief of the heirs 
of Lot Hall. 


The bill directs the proper accounting officers 


_ THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 





' | at Fort Smith City, with Captain French, fer lime, || 
to state the time which will be required for that | 


aid aside, to be reported to the |) 


A bill (H.R. No. 233) for the relief of the legal | 





Let the bill be in- || 


| legal representatives of Lot Hall, deceased, who | 


/ was a lieutenant of marines in the service of the 
| United States during the Revolution, the sum of 


| per cent. per annum, from May 25, 1840, for the 


| pay of a lieutenant of marines, due to Lot Hall, 


s elied Yn exited ar ant. '\\ and for the subsistence of Hall while a prisoner 


| of war, and also for the share of prize-money due 


|| to him, under the resolutions of Congress, for the 


If objection be made to the | 


House ascertaining whatever information there | 


may be on that subject, then I will be compelled | 


> object. 


Mr. NIXON. 


the gentleman from Alabama, I will say that ap- | 


stated that the annulment of the contract was || 
made during a previous Administration. I un- || 
Mr 
4 


derstand that . Guthrie, the then Secretary 
friends that he did do Mr. Smith injustice. 
were told that, as the proceeding took place under 
a preceding Administration, the present Adminis- 
tration did not feel itself responsible for what had 
taken place. 

Mr. HOUSTON. I am not looking to find 
what Administration the proceeding took place 
under; not at all, sir, If the Treasury Depart- 
ment had no good reason for annulling the con- 
tract, then the bill ought to pass; if there was 

ood reason, then it ought not to pass. 


to their knowledge, that the bill ought to pass. 
The bifl was laid tside, to be reported to the 
House with a recommendation that it do pass. 
WILLIAM GEIGER. 


A bill (C. C. No. 96) for the relief of William 


Geiger. 


In reply to the interrogatory of || 


i} 
of the Treasury, admitted to Mr. Smith and his |, 


We | 


| proceeds of the vessels captured by Lieutenant 
Pa ne, while Hall was under his command. 
The report was read. It shows that Lot Hall 
' entered the service of the United States in May, 
1776, as a lieutenant of marines, under Lieutenant 
Elijah F. Payne, of the ship Randolph, of twenty 
guns, then lying at Charleston, South Carolina, 
under the command of Robert Cochran; that Hall 
| entered the service under the regulations of Con- 


| in Massachusetts, where he enlisted twenty-nine 

ven 
| dence, Rhode Island, and placed, as well as him- 
self, under the command of Lieutenant Payne. 
From Providence they sailed in June, 1776, with 
a design to make a cruising voyage to Charleston, 


/men and a boy, whom he transported to 


'| South Carolina, to join their ship, (the Randolph.) 


‘| On their 


ssage they took four prizes, the last 


| of which Hall was put on board of as prize-mas- 


| ter, with orders to take the prize into Boston; but 


| she was retaken by a British vessel, and Hall 


'| carried a prisoner of war to Glasgow, in Scotland, 
| where he was detained abouta year, when he was 


enabled to take passage for 
arrived about the Ist of Janu 


| . 
Mr. NIXON. The committee looked into the | anges: ofieary ent aeengh 


matter, and were satisfied, from the facts brought || 15 enabled to reach his home in Massachusetts 


| Februar 


| terest clause from the bill. 
i 


| 


irginia, where he 
, 1778, as an ex- 
e munificeiice of 
Patrick Henry, then Governor of Virginia, he 


j . 


2. - 
| Mr. BURNETT. I move tostrike out the in- 


If it is struck out, I 
shall have no objection. 


| ‘The amendment was agreed to. 


| "The bill, as amended, was laid aside, to be re- 


- E . | gress, and the directions of General Washington, || 
plication was made to the Department, and it was || > = ton, 


i} 





March 23 
————— 
posed to ~ House with a recommendation tha; 


THOMAS ATKINSON. 


A bill (H. R. No. 234) for the relj 
| Atkinson, of Parke county, Indiana, [owe 
by Mr. Burnerr.] Jected to 


| CONGRESSIONAL TOWNSHIP IN ILLINorg 
A bill (H. R. No. 235) for the relief 


gressional township two north, of ranes .: 
west, of the fourth Seincigal meridian, in'Age” 
county, State of Hlinois. ; = 
The bill recites that section sixteen 
| ship two north, of range nine west, of the fourth 
| principal meridian, in Adams county, Iinois, 
ocated in a lake, or pond, and is, in consequer . 
| thereof, wholly unfit for cultivation, and is Sect, 
| less to the inhabitants of said township for school 
| purposes; and therefore it authorizes the school 
| trustees for the said township to select one see 
tion of land in legal subdivisions of any of the 
| publie lands of the United States subject to entry 
| or sale at the minimum price of $1 25 per acre: 
and further provides that when the same shali 
| have been selected by the trustees, and a descrip. 
| tion thereof returned to and approved by the Con. 
missioner of the General Land Office, a patent o; 
patents shall issue therefor to the inhabitants of 
the congressional township, and shall be held and 
disposed of by them for the use of schools within 
the congressional township in the same manner 
| as other school lands are held and disposed of. 
and that section sixteen in the township shall re 
vert to and invest in the United States, and be 
| disposed of in the same manner as other public 
| lands. 
The bill was laid aside,®o be reported to the 
House with a recommendation that it do pass. 


JOHN DIXON. 


A bill (H. R. No. 236) for the relief of John 
Dixon. 

The bill directs the Secretary of the Interiorto 
issue a bounty land warrant for one hundred and 
sixty acres to John Dixon, of Dixon’s Ferry, in 
Illinois, for services rendered in the Black Hawk 
war. 

Mr. BURNETT. 
nying that bill? 

Mr. LOVEJOY. There is no report; but the 

| facts upon which the bill is based are well known 
to my colleagues on the Committee on Public 
Lands, and to several colleagues from my State. 
This Mr. Dixon was one of the earliest settlers 
in that part of the State of Illinois, and rendered 
efficient and essential services to the troops in 
ferrying them across the river, and in providing 
them with means of support—not at his own ex- 
a it is true; but his services were gratuitous. 

e was in good circumstances then, and refused 
to charge anything for his services. He is now 
old and poor, and he asks for one hundred and 
sixty acres of land. The committee were wnan- 
imous in reporting that his prayer shouid be 
granted. 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. I can bear 
testimony to the correctness of all that my col- 
league has said in reference to that venerable old 
man. He rendered efficient services in the Black 
| Hawk war. 

The bill was laid aside, to be reported to the 
House with a recommendation that it do pass. 


ROBERT JOHNSON. 


A bill for the relief of Robert Johnson. 

The bill authorizes Robert Johnson to locate, 
on any of the public lands of the United States 
subject to location With ‘military bounty land war- 
rants, certain bounty land warrants issued under 
| the act of 11th of February, 1847, to certain sol- 
| dies; the discharges received by the soldiers ake! 

the conclusion of their respective terms of service 

having, as is alleged, been purchased from them 
for a valuable consideration; provided, that i! It 
shall hereafter appear that the soldiers did not," 
whole or in part, receive a fair and valuable om 
sideration for such discharge, it shall be lawt 
for them, or their heirs, to assert their claims Fr 


Of cop. 


in town. 





Is there a report accompa- 








spectively in a court of law; and the particuit 
tracts selec’ in satisfaction of the warran's 
shall be subject to such claims in law or aqeny 
and the patents which may issue for such om 
shall certify accofdingly; and provided furth', 
that any assignment made of either of the lau 
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erants, or the locations thereof, prior to the || Mr. STANTON, I think that is a very satis- || 
wa me of patents, shall be absolutely null and || factory reason why the bill should be objected to. || 
nr iaw and equity. || Bills of this sort ought to be accémpanied with 
<= HOUSTON. I think the proviso of that | some explanation. 
bill is objectionable, and I must object tothe bill, || Mr. ALDRICH. The facts are stated in the 

awe itis modified so as to make the assignment \,; memorial. C 

now that this legislation couples with the land | Mr. STANTON, I object. 
warrant the liability to reclamation upon-the part | CASSIUS M. CLAY. | 


, irs: for instance, this bill, as I under- | : i ; sia 
60 on authorize Johnson to transfer the || A bill (H. R. No. 240) for the relicf of Cassius || 


warrant to me, or toany other man. Theassignee | pemed [Objected to by Mr. Moore, of Ala- | 

wilnot know of this law, and you authorize the || Si cia . 

heirs hereafter to reclaim and recover those lands IARNER T. SCAIFE. 

whenever they see fit, if their ancestors did not 1 A bill (C. C. No. 82) for the relief of Charner | 
ot full value for their discharges. The result || T. Scaife, administrator of Gilbert Stalker. 

will be that you will throw the loss upon inno- The bill directs the Secretary of the Treasury, || 

cent men, instead of upon Johnson himself. || out of any money in the Treasury not otherwise 
Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. I desire to make an | appropriated, to pay to Charner T. Scaife, admin- 

| 











inquiry, in reference toanother point, ofthe chair- || istrator of Gilbert Stalker, deceased, $5,645 16 | 
man of the committee, or of the member who re- || in full, for the use and service of thé steamboat || 
orted the bill. It seems that Johnson’s title is || James Adams, belonging to Stalker, from August 
derived under a power of attorney. Of this power || 1, 1841, to July 9, 1842. l| 
of attorney we have no evidence, exceptupon his || The report was read. It shows that this is a | 
allegation, unless there be such evidence on file || claim for a certain sum alleged to be due the estate 
with the committee. a of Gilbert Stalker, deceased, for certain service of || 
The CHAIRMAN. The Chair will state, that || the steamboat James Adams, of which Mr. Stalker || 

| 

} 

| 





while he is disposed to indulge inquiry, yet‘de- || was the owner. The boat was, on the 29th of || 
bate is not in order; and unless the billis objected December, 1840, chartered for the United States || 
to, it will be laid aside, to be reported to the || by Captain Ogden, quartermaster, at $2,500 a || 
House. oe ‘month. The service of the boat under the char- || 

Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. The bill is of too || ter party was in the Seminole war, on the west || 
much importance to be acted upon hastily. * || side of Florida. The boat was discharged on the || 

Mr. COBB. I will say that the bill was drawn || 26th of April, 1841. On the 28th of April, 1841, | 
up at the Land Office, with a view to protectevery the same boat was chartered on the part of the | 
person ’s rights. United States by Major Thomas, quartermaster, || 

Mr. GARTRELL. I object to the bill. at $2,000 a month, and was in service on the west | 


| 

| 
oRORGR ¥. BOTT ee ae 
A bill (H. R. No. 239) for the relief of George || charged. On the 28th of September, 1842, Captain 
F. Brott. 


, Hill, quartermaster, chartered said boat for the || 
The bill authorizes George F. Brott to enter the United States at $1,800 a month, for a service \| 
following described lands: Lots Nos. 1,2,3,and 4, || similar to that above mentioned. The amount 
and the southwest quarter of the northwest quar- || chargeable to the United States for the service of 
ter, and west half of southwest quarter of frac- || the boat under those three charter-parties has 
tional section thirteen; and the south half of the been long since paid. But the claimant alleges 
northeast quarter, and the southeast quarter of || that his intestate, Stalker, is entitled to $500 a || 
the northwest quarter, and the east half of the || month for the service of the boat, from the Ist of || 
southeast quarter of section fourteen; and the east August, 1841, to the 9th of July, 1842, in addi- 
half of the northeast quarter of section twenty- || tion to the $2,000 a month received by him under 


three, and lot No, 1, in section twenty-four, all in || the charter- arty of the 28th of April, 1841. This 
township one hundred and twenty-four north, of || claim for additional pay is founded on a promise | 
range twenty-eight west, in .the district of lands || made by General Worth, who was the command- 
subject to sale at the land office at St. Cloud, || ing officer, to Mr. Stalker, the owner of the boat, || 
Minnesota; said tracts containing five hundred 


! about the Istof August, 1841. The promise, which 
and sixty-two and twenty hundredths acres, upon |} was made whilst the boat was in service under || 
the payment by Brott of the usual minimum of || the contract of the 28th of April, 1841, is proved 
$1 25 per acre therefor; and directs the Commis- || by the letters of General Worth and Captain 
sioner of the General Land Office to issue a pat- | Ogden. 
ent on the entry. The Court of Claims, in its report on the case, | 

Mr. ALDRICH. There is no report accom- || says: ‘‘Upon the best consideration we have 
panying this bill; but lam familiar with thyg case, |} been able to give the case, we have come to the 
and hope no gentleman will object to it. Mr. || conclusion that the claimant is entitled to recover. 
Brott was a mail carrier under the Jaw granting || As the service, to procure which the promise was 
ere rights to mail carriers west of the || made, was not required by the charter-party of 

ississippi. A bill has alread passed the House, || the 28th of April, 1841, it cannot be said that the 
this winter, confirming all >: entries made by romise was without consideration. Neither can | 
mail carriers. Mr. Brott has never been able to || it be said that the te was made without au- | 
enter his land, and pay for it as uther carriers have || thority, it having been made by the commanding 
done, for the reason that the plat of survey was || officer in the presence of the quartermaster. It | 
not returned in season, and not until the Secre- || would, no doubt, have been more regular if the | 
tary of the Interior put such a construction upon || general had caused a new charter-party to be ex- 
the law as would prevent him from allowing the || ecuted; but still, as the unusual service was per- || 
land to be entered by Mr. Brott. He now asks || formed in consequence of the promise, it seems 
the privilege; and asks that this bill be passed, || to be proper that the Government should pay for 
authorizing and allowing him to enter this land || it. The charge for the service from the time of || 
under that law. the promise to that of the discharge of the boat is | 
_T will also state that I hold in my hand a peti- || $5,645 16, for which sum we report a bill.” \) 
Hon, signed by a number of individuals who re- The bill was laid aside, to be reported to the || 
side on that land. He proposes to enter the land, |} House with a recommendation that it do pass. 
and pay the Government $1 25 an acre; which is MOSES NOBLE. | 


all they ask. 
Mr. BURNETT. What do the Interior De- A bill (C. C. No. 12) for the relief of Moses | 
Noble. 


partment say u ject? 

Mr. ALDRI ie Sew the pas- The bill directs the Secretary of the Treasury | 
e of the bill. to pay, out of any money in the Treasury not | 
he bill was laid aside, to be reported to the otherwise appropriated, to Moses Noble, agent 

House with a recommendation that it do pass. for the brig Good Hope, and the schooners Delta, | 
Jasper, Sardine, Five Sisters, Commonwealth, || 
. EBEN 8. HANSCOMB. and Two Brothers, for the benefit of the persons || 

A bill (H. R. No. 225) for the relief of Eben {| entitled thereto, the sum of $1,704 68, the same | 

- Klanscomb, being for fishing bounties to which the vessels | 

became entitled in the fishing season of 1852. | 

The report was read. It appears therefrom that | 

this is a claim for fishing bounties, under the act || 





' 
| 





| 
| 





| 








SS 





The reading of the report was called for. 
The CHAIRMAN é Phere is ne report ac- 
tompanying this bill. 


A 
a 
SS 
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of June 19, 1813. Inthe spring of 1852, the claim- 
ant, as the agent and manager of certain fishing 
vessels, engaged masters, or skippers, for the fish- 
ing season, and caused each of thegnasters to make 
an agreement with every fisherman employed in 
each of the vessels in accordance with the act of 
Congress. Under the law, the owners of the ves- 
sels ecame entitled to be paid by the collector of 
the district of Portsmouth, New Hampshire, out 
of any money of the United States appropriated 
for such purposes, the sum of $1,074.68. The 
payment, however, was refused y the collector, 
on the ground that no log-book of the voyage was 


| furnished him; but the Secretary of the Treasury, 


to whom an appeal had been taken, refused the 
Mlowance on account of a slight informality in the 
instrument of agreement with thefishermen. The 
Court of Claims decided that the agreement with 
the fishermen was a substantial compliance with 
the act of Congress of June 19, 1813, and reported 
the bill for the relief of the claimant. The Com- 


| mittee of Claims concur with the Court of Claims 


in this view, and accggdingly report back the bill 
without amendment, and recommend its passage. 
The committee add, there is no question as to the 
entire legality of the contract made with the fish- 
ermen. The informality was an omission in re- 


| ducing the contract to writing. This omission the 


Court of Claims held to be immaterial, in which 


| opinion the committee concur. * 


The bill was laid aside, to be reported to the 
House with a recommendation that it do pass. 


ROBERT H. MORRIS’'S REPRESENTATIVES. 


A bill (H. R. No. 242) for the relief of the legal 
representatives of Robert H. Morris, late post- 


master of the city of New York. 


The bill directs the Auditor of the Treasury 


|| for the Post Office Department to readjust and 


audit the account of Robert H. Morris, late post- 
master of the city of New York, from May 26, 
1845, to June 30, 1846, and to allow in the account 
all sums of money paid out by Morris for defray- 
ing the expenses of the office within that period, 
including the amount paid on account of the city 
dispatch office; provided that, in the opinion of 
the Postmaster General, such expenses were prop- 
erly incurred and were necessary for the business 


| of the office. And, in addition thereto, the Audi- 


tor shall also allow, for the same period,such sum 
as would make the compensation of Morris equal 
to the sum of $2,000 per annum, as provided for 
by the act of 1825. And that the several sums, 
so found to be due, shall be paid to the executrix 
or other legal representative of Morris, out of any 
money appropriated for the Post Office Depart- 
ment. 

The report wasread. It appears therefrom that 
R. H. Morris was postmaster of New York when 
the act of March 3, 1845, in relation to postages, 
took effect, namely, July 1, 1845, and continued 
to act in that capacity until 1849; that in conse- 

uence of the act of March, 1845, the commission 
und for the first fiscal year thereafter, appropri- 
ated to the local expenses of the office, owing to 
the great increase of the busimess of the office, re- 


| sulting from the reduction of postage as provided 


for by the act, became wholly insufficient for the 
purpose; that he was compelled to meet the de- 
mands of the public, and, for the efficientdischarge 


of the duties, to increase the number of clerks, and 


augment other contingent expenses. It appears 


| that these charges were all properly presented, and 


appeared in the quarterly returns of Mr. Morris 
to the Post Office Department. They were allowed 
at the time; but, on the settlement of the account 
for the fiscal year, these charges for expenditure, 
amounting to $5,680, were stricken out and dis- 


|| allowed, simply on the ground that the Depart- 


ment, under the laws which regulated its powers, 
the commission fund being exhausted, had no au- 
thority to pay them, and not on the groufd that 
they were not necessary and proper in themselves. 
Mr. Morris was then compelled to pay over the 


| amount for which he had credited himself. It - 
y 


pears that, for that year, Mr. Morris received on 
$1,045 81 for his services. 

It appears further, that the commission fune, 
out of which expenses were paid, was also re- 
duced by the action of Mr. Morris’s predecessor, 
who, shortly before going out of office, removed 
the post office from the rotunda in the Park to the 
Dutch church, at an increased cost for rent of 
$4,400 per annum. All these facts appear from 








‘ 


¥ 
* 
4 
: 

4 





——_ — -— ———————__——_ 


the books and papers of the Department, which | 
also show the fret that between July 1, 1847, and | 
May 19, 1849, Mr. Morris paid over to the De- | 
partment surplus commissions to the amount of 
more than thirty-three thousand dollars. It ap- 
pears further, that Mr. Morris was subjected to a | 
further expense out of his own funds, by the es- | 
tablishment of a city dispatch, under the orders of 
the Postmaster General, amounting to $2,331 51. 
The committee report that, in justice and equity, 
the legal representative of Mr. Morris should be 
paid the sum of $5,680, the amount paid by him | 
for clerk hire, &c., for the year ending June 30, | 
1846. Also, the sum of $954 19, to make up for | 
the same year the amount of $2,000, to which he | 
was entitled by the act of 1825; and the sum of | 
$2,331 51, being the amount paid by Morris for | 
the city dispatch office during the year ending | 
June 30, 1846. 

Mr. JOHN COCHRANE. I would inquire of | 
the chairman of the Committee on the Post Office 
and Post Roads, whether this is a unanimous 
report of the committee? 

r. COLFAX. It is. One member of that 
committee went to the Post Office Department, ex- 
amined the papers in the case, and found that the 
claim was unquestionably just. 

The bill was laid aside, to be reported to the | 
House with a recommendation that it do pass. | 


CHARLES PORTERFIELD’S REPRESENTATIVES. | 
| 








A bill (H. R. No. 243) for the relief of the legal | 
representatives of Charles Porterfield, deceased. 

Mr. STANTON. That case was reported to | 
the last House and discussed. A vote was taken 
on it, and the bill was defeated by ten majority— | 
the vote being, I think, 78 to 88. I understand | 
that the claim ought not to pass; and it is hardly | 
worth while to take up time in reading the report. | 

The CHAIRMAN. If the bill be objected to, | 
it is not necessary to have the report read. 


Mr. STANTON. [ object. 
DR. GEORGE YATES. 


A bill (H. R. No. 244) for the relief of the heirs | 
of Dr. George Yates. 

Mr. CURRY. Interest for about sixty years | 
is provided for in that bill. I object. 


MARYETT VAN BUSKIRK. 


A bill (H. R. No. 245) for the relief of Maryett 
Van Buskirk. 

The bill directs the Secretary of the Treasury 
to pay to Maryett Van Buskirk, out of any 
moneys in the Treasury not otherwise appro- 
priated, the sum of $20,367, in full payment for 
the claim for forage, grain, cattle, and other sup- 
— furnished to the American army by the late | 

homas Van Buskirk, deceased, of Bergencounty, 
State of New Jersey, during the revolutionary | 
war. 

The report was read. It appears therefrom that | 
Maryett Van Buskirk is the lineal descendant of | 
Thomas Van Buskirk, who was in his lifetime a 
citizen of Bergen county, New Jersey. That dur- | 
ing the period of our revolutionary struggle he | 
was a wealthy farmer and grazier, and a man of | 
great influence. The evidence before the com- | 
mittee shows that he was one of the most ardent | 
Whigs of the Revolution, and in a community 
where a large part of the popuyjation was hostile | 
to the American cause. ft farther appears, from 
theevidence and certificates on file, that the Amer- 
ican troops, at different times, underthe command 
of Generals Wayne, Greene, and other officers, | 
during the period ranging between the years 1777 
and 1780, encamped at Harrington, (or Peramus, 
as sometimes called,) in said county and State. 
In the latter ‘years—the winter of 1779-80— | 
General Washington, with the main army, was 
encamped at Morristown, near by. When the | 
committee state that as early as the year 1777 date | 
the payerty and extreme wants of the army, and | 
prostration of the credit of the Government, they 
state facts known to all men. 

It abundantly appears by the evidence that from 
this time, while our army was in winter quarters 
at Valley wig, = until the year 1780, Thomas Van 
Buskirk was ony applied to by the several 
officers commanding the American troops for sup- 
plies of cattle; horses, forage, grain, and other 
necessary articles, all of which he furnished; and 
he frequently purchased articles from others with | 
his own money to enable him to supply the army. | 
The difficult task of obtaining supplies at this 








‘Francis Chaudonet, a lieutenant of General Ha- 
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time, and in a part of the State: notoriously dis- 
affected; the resort to force by our officers to ob- 


tain them, under the command of a resolution of 
Congress, are facts known in history. The evi- 
dence establishes the fact that it was during this 
time that the ancestor of the petitioner, Thomas 
Van Buskirk, furnished these supplies, as the evi- 
dence shows, with cheerfulness and alacrity. It | 
is also proved that when the British had posses- | 
sion of Philadel hia in 1778, and Colonel Lee had |! 
been sent into New Jersey to carry off and destroy 
all that otherwise might fall into the hands of the | 
enemy, in order to cut off their supplies, among 
those that suffered in this expedition was Thomas 
Van Buskirk, who cheerfully gave up what he 
had. It appears that he seldom was paid in money 
for his property, but instead received certificates, 
executed by the several officers in command, as 
proved by the depositions of parties who saw the 
officers sign many of the same. One of the wit- | 
nesses coniibed on the Ist of December, 1854, H 
says that he was then ninety-six years of age, | 
and that he saw Colonel Lee subseribe two of || 
the certificates, and that he saw the property de- || 
scribed in three of the others delivered to Major 
Tilghman. It is satisfactorily proved that the 
amount of supplies of every kind thus furnished 
by Thomas Van Buskirk to the American army, 
with those destroyed by Colonel Lee, amounted 
to the sum of 367, which is covered by the 
certificates of the American officers, and still re- 
main unpaid. Thomas Van Buskirk died in March, 
1811, while the country was yet poor, without 
having presented his claim for payment. He had | 
been several times requested to do so by his friends, | 
but he declined, assigning as his reason that the 
country had not recovered from the embarass- 
ments occasioned by the struggle for independ- 
ence, and that it required the money more than 
he did; at the same time, he expressed his con- 
viction that the debt would, at a future day, be 
paid to his heirs. 

Mr. JOHN COCHRANE. I would like toask 
the gentleman who reported this case, whether it 
is a unanimous report of his committee. I ask 
him further, whether the certificates to which this 
reportalludes were presented for their inspection, 
as the report avers that they all cover this sum 
of $20,367? 

Mr. BRIGGS. In answer to my colleague, I 
will say that the committee was unanimous on 
the report in this case, and that the papers were 
before the committee. 

The bill was laid aside, to be reported to the 
House with a recommendation that it do pass. 


HEIRS OF MAJOR JOHN RIPLEY. 
A bill (H. R. No. 246) for the relief of the heirs 
of Major John Ripley. 


The bill directs the Secretary of the Treasury 
to pay to the heirs of the late Major John Ripley, 








ticut, the sum of $3,000, the commutation pay due 
for the services of Ripley in the war of the R 
Jution. 

The report shows that Major John Ripley, late 
of Windham, Connecticut, was commissioned as 
captain in the continental army on the 6th of July, 
1775, and served as such in Colonel Jedediah 
Huntington’s regiment, in the war of the Revo- 
lution, until the 18th of December, 1775; that in 
May, 1776, he was appointed as captain in Col- 
onel Ward’s regiment, and continued in that regi- 
ment until the 15th of February, 1777, on which 
day he was commissioned by the Continental Con- 
gress as major. He was afterwards assigned to 
the command of four companies in the continental 
army. Major Ripley continued in the service as 
such until June, 1778, when he became supernu- 
merary on the reduction of the regiments in the 
Connecticut line from six to two. He was again 
called into service as major on the 11th of June, 
1779, and continued during the war. 

The bill was laid aside, to be reported to the 
House with a recommendation that it do pass. 


REPRESENTATIVES OF FRANCIS CHAUDONET. 


A bill (H.R. No. 247) for the relief of the 
legal representatives of Francis Chaudonet. 

he bill directs the Secretary of the Treasury 

to pay, out of any money in the Treasury not 

otherwise appropriated, to the administrator of 


evo- 


zen’s regiment, the half pay for life promised by | 


| the comnfutation or half pay, the commi 


a SS TE 


of the town of Windham, in the State of Connec- 





the resolve of Congress of October 2] 1780: F 
cis Chaudonet having lived to the ¢ oe 
rs. ra . the 6th of April, 
e report of the Committee on Revoln:; 

Claims dime that it appears, from the beneay 
book of military service in the war of the Ree 
lution for the State of New York, that et, 
Chaudonet served as a lieutenant in General H. 
zen’s regiment of Canadians, and that he a - 
lands from the State, equal to the amount allow, s 
to such officers as served to the end of the — 
It also appears from the testimony of a soldie, 
who served in the regiment, and who was well 
acquainted with Chaudonet, that he served through 
the entire war. Itappearsalso from the Treasy, 


| Department, that Chaudonet did not receive he 


commutation, or half pay, promised by the re 
solves of Congress of Ottober 21, 1780, and March 
22, 1783. In view that the officer never received 
tt 
of — that the officer was justly entitled 1 
the half pay —— by the resolve of October 
21, 1780; and they report a bill and recommend 
its passage. 
he bill was laid aside, to be reported to the 
House with a recommendation that it do pass, 


BRIGADIER GENERAL THOMPSON. 


A bill (H. R. No. 248) for the relief of the le. 
al representatives of Brigadier General William 
hompson. 

The bill directs the Secretary of the Treasury 
to pay, out of any moneys in the Treasury not 
otherwise appropriated, to the administrator o: 
legal representatives of Catharine Thompson, wid- 
ow of Brigadier General William Thompson, the 
seven years’ half pay promised by the resolve of 
Congress of August 24, 1780. 

The report was read. 

Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. I understand, from 
the attention I have given to that case, that jt is 
proposed to give to General Thompson’s repre- 
sentatives the benefit of that resolution, which 
requires a service to theend of the war. He died 
before the close of the war, and therefore was not 
within the resolution, of course. I cannot cop- 
sent that the bill shall pass sub silentio. 

The CHAIRMAN. Objection being made, the 
bill will be passed over. 


CHARLES PORTERFIELD—AGAIN. 


Mr. STANTON. I objected to bill No. 243, 
for the relief of the legal representatives of Charles 
Porterfield, deceased. At the suggestion of the 
gentleman from Virginia, [Mr. Harnis,} | will 
consent that the bill may be reported to the House, 
with the understanding that when it gets into the 
House the report shall be read, explanations 
made, and a vote taken upon it. 

Mr. HARRIS, of Virginia. I assent to that. 

Mr. STANTON. I do not want it taken into 
the House, and the previous question moved on 
it. "Phat is all. 

The bill was laid aside, to be reported to the 
House with a recommendation that it do pass. 


DECEASED CUSTOM-HOUSE CLERKS. 


Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. I withdraw my ob- 
jection on the same terms to bill No. 233, for the 
relief of the legal representatives of five deceased 
clerks in the Philadelphia custom-house. 

The bill was then laid aside, to be reported to 
the House with a recommendation that it do pass. 


CHILDREN OF COLONEL PHILIP JOHNSTON. 


A bill (H. R. No. 249) for the relief of the or- 
phan children of Colonel Philip Johnston. 

The bill was read. It directs the Secretary of 
the Treasury to pay, out of any moneys in the 
Treasury not otherwise appropriated, to William 
H. Johnston, administrator of the estate of Re- 
chael B. Johnston, widow of Colonel Philip John- 
ston, for the benefit of the orphan children of 
Colonel Philip Johnston and Rachael B. John- 
ston, the seven years’ half pay promised by the 
resolves of Co of May 15, 1778, and the 
24th August, 1780, onan Oe ucting the sum of 

1,612 66, heretofore paid. 
. Mr. SMITH, of Vietinie. I would like to ask 
how it is that there was a partial and not an et 
nt in this case? 


tire me 
Mr. WINSLOW. I would like to pass that 


bill over for a few moments. a 
The CHAIRMAN. The bill is objected ot 
Mr. WINSLOW. I do not object to it; but 
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: ook at the bill. ‘The same course | 
= pect} reference to bill No. 233. ; 
ws CCHAIRMAN. The bill will be"passed 
over for the present. ; | 
REPRESENTATIVES OF LOUIS MARNEY. 
A bil! (H. R. No. 250) for the relief of the le- || 
al representatives of Captain Louis Marney. ] 
The bill and the report were read. 


Mr. HOUSTON. I think that bill ought to 1 K 


be Jooked further into; and I therefore object. | 
COLONEL PHILIP JOHNSTON—AGAIN. | 
Mr. WINSLOW. @ now withdraw my ob- | 


‘ction to House bill No, 249, for the relief of the | 
orphan children of Colonel Philip Johnston, and || 
offer the following amendment: | 

Provided, however, That the money hereby appropriated || 
shall be paid to said Johnston in person, orto such agent or || 
attorney as shall appear to the accounting officers of the | 
Treasury to be in nowise interested in said sum or in any | 

t thereof. sh Q 

Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. It will be remem- || 
bered that I called upon some one toexplain why 1 
it was that there was a partial payment in this | 
case, and I desire that information now. It was | 
half paid, according to the iy is Now, I want | 
to know how it was that the Federal Government | 

aid a part and not the whole of that claim? I | 
ies no wish to obstruct the claim, but I shall | 
object unless I can have that information. | 


Mr. WINSLOW. I know nothing about it. 

I only want the principle of this amendment to | 
apply to every case, as farasitean be done. | 

Mir. SMITH, of Virginia. I object to the bill. | 

CLEMENT GOSSELIN. 

A bill (H.R. No. 251) for the relief of the heirs 

of Clement Gosselin. [Objected toby Mr. Curry.] | 

BASIL MIGNAULT. 

A bill (H.. R. No. 252) for the relief of the sur- 

viving children of Basil Mignault. 

Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. The report in that | 

ease is as long as the moral law; And as the read- 
ing may prevent the action of the House upon 

some more meritorious claims, I object. 


CAPTAIN SAMUEL MILLER. 


Abill (H. R. No. 253) for the relief of the heirs | 
of Captain Samuel Miller. [Objected to by Mr. | 
Anperson, of Missouri.]} 


JOHN BAPTISTE LABONTE’S TTEIRS. 





A bill (H. R. No. 254) for the relief of the heirs |! 
and descendants of John Baptiste Labonte, a cap- 
tain in the revolutionary war. [Objected to by | 
Mr. Lovesoy.] 


LIEUTENANT WILLIAMS'S REPRESENTATIVES. 


A bill (H. R. No. 255) for the relief of the | 
legal representatives of Lieutenant Thomas Wil- 


liams, a revolutionary officer. [Objected to by 
Mr. Unperwoop. 

Mr. WINSLO 
rise, 
_ Mr. TAPPAN.. T hope the gentleman will not |! 
insist upon that motion. Let us go on with the | 
Calendar. 


» Mr. WINSLOW. Very well; I will withdraw | 
the motion. 





. I move that the committee | 


i 


| 

Mr. CRAIGE, of North Carolina. I renew || 
the motion. || 
The House divided; and there were—ayes 37, | 
hoes 65, upon the motion; no quorom voting. —_| 
Mr. TAPPAN. Before the committee rise, I | 
will ask them to allow the gentleman from Ala- | 
bama to withdraw his objection to the bill for the |, 
relief of the heirs of Dr. George Yates. 
Mr. CURRY. Iam willing to withdraw my | 
objection if an amendment striking out the inter- | 
est is agreed to. - 


Mr. BURNETT. I object to that bill. | 


| 
| 
| 


The questi i *s || 
ee ee \| bf the Whole; and I suppose it is understood that 


the previous question is called upon the action of | 


Motion, and it was agreed to. | 
the committee rose, and the Speaker having | 
resumed the chair, the Chairman [Mr. Puerps] | 
reported that the Committee of the Whole House | 

ad, according to order, had the Private Calendar 
under consideration, and had directed him to re- 
port to the House (some with and some without | 
amendments) bills of the following titles: 
A resolution (S.No. 11) for the relief of Com- | 
rn H. J. Hartstene, of the United States | 
| 


a bill (H.R, No, 229) for the relief of William 
wn. 


Se 


i 





A bill (C. C. No. 93) for the relief of Lydia | 


Frazee, widow and administratrix of John Frazee 
late of the city of New York. 

A bill (C. C. No. 92) for the relief of Mariano 
G. Vallejo. 


A bill CH. R. No. 230) for the relief of Shade | 


Calloway. 


i} 
it 
if 


A bill (H. R. No. 31) for the reliefof Charles | 


nap. 

A bill (H. R. No. 231) for the relief of Isaac S. 
Smith, of Syracuse, New York. 

A bill (H. R. No. 233) for the relief of the legal 


adelphia custom-house. 


sional township two north, of range nine west, of 
the fourth principal meridian, in Adams county, 
State of Illinois. 

A bill (H. R. No. 236) for the relief of John 
Dixon. 

A bill (H. R. No. 239) for the relief of George 
F. Brott. 





A bill (C. C. No. 82) for the relief of Charner | 


T. Scaife, administrator of Gilbert Stalker. 
A bill (C. C. No. 12) for the relief of Moses 
Noble. 


A bill (H. R. No, 242) for the relief of the legal | 
representatives of Robert H. Morris, late post- || 
| master of the “ig Me! New York. 


A bill (A. R. 
representatives of Charles Porterfield, deceased. 


Van Buskirk, heir of Thomas Van Buskirk. 

A bill (H.R. No. 246) for the relief of the heirs 
of Major John Ripley. 

A bill (H.. R. No. 247) for the relief of the legal 
representatives of Francis Chaudonet. 

Mr. WINSLOW. I move that when the House 
adjourns, it adjourn to meet on Monday next. 

Mr. COLFAX. On that motion, I demand the 
yeas and nays. 

Mr. TAPPAN. I appeal to the gentleman to 
withdraw his motion until the bills from the Com- 
mittee of the Whole have been acted on. 

Mr. WINSLOW. Very well; I will withdraw 
it, but will renew it again presently 

Mr. TAPPAN. I now call the previous ques- 
tion upon all the bills reported from the Commit- 
tee of the Whole on the Private Calendar. 


Mr. BURNETT. [ rise to a question of order. || 
| There is no fule of this House-by which the pre- 
| vious question can be called upon more than one 


bill at a time. I have no objection to the previous 
question being called upon all the Court of Claims 
bills reported from the Committee of the Whole 
House; but I object to its being called upon all 
the bills repovtad. 

Mr. TAPPAN. I suggest, then, that the bills 
be read over, and the previous question called 
upon such as no objection is made to. 

Mr. BURNETT. 
course. 

The SPEAKER. That will be the course, 
there being no objection. 


Whole House on the Private Calendar. 
Mr. BURNETT. [demand separate votes on 


the bill for the relief of the legal representatives || 
of five deccased clerks in the Philadelphia cus- | 
tom-house; on the bill for the relief of the legal | 


representatives of Charles Porterfield, deceased; 
on the bill for the relief of the heirs of Major 
John Ripley, and on the bill for the relief of the 
legal representatives of Francis Chaudonet. 

Mr. FLORENCE. I gall for the previous ques- 
tion on all the bills upon which no separate votes 
are asked. ' 

Mr.STANTON. Amendments have been re- 
orted to some of the bills from the Committee 


the Committee of the Whole House. 

Mr. FLORENCE. That is my motion. 

The previous question was seconded, and the 
main question ordered; and, under the operation 
thereof, the report of the Committee of the Whole 
House, excepting the bills upon which separate 
votes were asked, was concurred in. 

Mr. WINSLOW moved to reconsider the vote 
just taken; and also moved that the motion to re- 
consider be laid upon the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


1341 


$$$ 
et a ee 


DECEASED CUSTOM-HOUSE CLERKS. 
The SPEAKER, A separate vote is asked upon 





the bill CH. R. No. 233) for the reliefof the legal 


representatives of five deceased clerks in the Phil- 


adelphia custom-house, reported from the Com- 
mittee of the Whole. 


The bill was ordered to be-engrossed and read 


athird time; and being engrossed, it was accord- 


t} 


representatives of five deceased clerks in the Phil- | 


ingly read the third time, and passed. 
CHARLES PORTERFIELD, DECEASED. 


The SPEAKER. The next bill upon which a 
separate vote is asked, is House bill No. 243 for 


| the relief of the legal representatives of Charles 
A bill (H.R. No. 235) for the relief of congres- || 


Porterfield, deceased. 
Mr. STANTON. Ifthe House will permit me, 


| U will, in five minutes, say all I have to say upon 


| the bill. 
| the bill go over. 


If it is not the wish to go on now, let 
{Cries of ** Go on!”’] 
Mr. Speaker, the claim is for land scrip for 


some six thousand acres of land. Charles Por- 
| terfield was entitled, under the laws of Virginia, 


to land warrants for service in. the revolutionary 


|| war. By those laws these land warrants were to 


| 


be located in what was called the Territory of 


| Virginia, and which now includes the States of 


| Kentucky and Ohio. Land warrants were issued 


under those Jaws, and a large proportion of them 


|| were located in Virginia and Ohio. It is said that 
0. 243) for the relief of the legal || 


the warrants, for which scrip is now proposed to 


| be issued, were located upon lands in the State 
A bill CH. R. No. 245) for the relief of Maryett || 


of Kentucky, which Porterfield lost in consequence 
of a prior entry and survey in favor of George 
Rogers Clark. From my knowledge of these mil- 
itary land warrants, I know that, under the laws 


|| of Virginia and the United States, where a party 
loses his location in consequence of » pace lo- 


I have no objection to that 





i} 


| cation and survey, he is entitled to with 
| warrants. 





| which may be presented to him. 


raw lis 
By an act of 1852, the lands which 
were subject to location by Virginia bounty land 
warrants were ceded to the United States, and the 
holders of Virginia bounty land warrants, upon 
their presentation at the Pension Office, were en- 


| titled to have them converted into land scrip. 
| Now, I can see no reason in the world, if the land 
| warrants of Charles Porterfield have not been sat- 
| isfied, why they cannot be withdrawn and con- 


verted into land scrip. 

Mr. BURNETT. 1 am not in favor of the 
claim; but I will say that, by the construction 
given tothe act of 1852, these parties are prevented 
from locating these warrants. 

Mr. WINSLOW. Then, why is it not proper 
that these men shotld have their claim allowed ? 

Mr. BURNETT. If I had time I could tell 
you why. 

Mr. STANTON. The law of 1852 authorizes 
the Commissioner of Pensions, or the Secretary 


| of the Interior, I do not remember which, to take 


certain action in regard to the military warrants 
I understand 


_ very well that there is a great deal of difficulty in 
| getting a great many of these Virginia land war- 
| rants converted into scrip for the reason that the 


| 
j 
| 
| 


_ ought to be an authority vested in the 


The Chek siettinensliatbebeastithca nt tl Secretary of the Interior is authorized by the law 
ae bille “goperten Faces oe Sa aheaibene atthe of 1852 to call for proof of the validity of the claim 


upon which the warrants were issued. 

Mr. BURNETT. [understand that opinion of 
the Secretary of the Interior is founded upon lapse 
of time, oad that his construction of the act of 
1852 is based upon the opinion of the Attorney 
General. 

Mr. STANTON. The act of 1852, after some 
controversy, has been decided to authorize the 
Secretary of the Interior to revise the proofs upon 
which warrants were issued by authority of the 
State of Virginia. The truth was, I think, that 
under those laws of Virginia, authorizing land war- 
rants to be issued, there were warrants enough is- 
sued to cover the whole rank and file of the Army of 
all the States of the Confederacy; and there is not 
an end of them yet. And in consequence of the 
continuance of applications, it was peugpt there 

cretary 
of the Interior to take proof as to, the validity of 
the claim upon which the warrants rest; and there 
is a controversygoing on now between the au- 
thorities of the State of Virginia and the United 
States, as to the construction of that law. The 
authorities of Virginia claim that upon the allow- 
ance being made by the authorities of the State, 
the Federal Government ought ut once, upon the 
credit of the State, to convert those warrants into 
scrip, under the act of 1852. 

















Sustained by the opinion of the Attorney Gen- | 
eral, the Secretary of the Interior holds himself 
authorized to call for proof of the validity of the 
warrants. That is the difficulty, as L nar bichaoe 
it, in this case. I understand that this bill is in- 
tended to exempt the heirs of Charles Porterfield 
from the necessity of procuring the proofs required | 
by the act of 1852. 

These are briefly the reasons why I am op- 
posed to the passage of this bill. 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. Idemand the 
previous ae upon the passage-of this bill. 

Mr. BURNETT. I hope the gentleman will 
not call the previous question, but allow the bill 
to go over to another day. 


ADJOURNMENT OVER. 


Mr. WINSLOW. I move that when this | 
House adjourns, it adjourn to meet on Monday | 
next. 

The yeas and nays were called for and refused. 

Mr. DAWES called for tellers upon the motion 
to adjourn over. 

Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. Burrinton 
and FLorence were appointed. 


The House divided; and the tellers reported— || 


ayes eighty-four, noes not counted. 


it will adjourn to meet on Monday next. 
CHARLES PORTERFIELD-——AGAIN. 


the previous question upon the bill for the relief | 
of the heirs of Charles reeshiad 
Mr. HARRIS, of Virginia. I ask the gentle- | 
man from Illinois to withdraw his demand for the 
previous question, in order that 1 may make a few | 
remarks upon the bill. 
Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. 


I will with- 


draw it for a few moments. || 
Mr. Speaker, as | 


Mr. HARRIS, of Virginia. 
the Representative of the claimants under this bill, 
J beg the indulgence of the House to hear me for 


a moment, Sir, | was reared and live in the midst | 


of the heirs and descendants of that gallant officer, 
Charles Porterfield. I know them to be honest 
and just men, of the highest sense of honor and 
the strictest integrity; men whose bare assertion 


of a right is, among those who know them, evi- 


dence conclusive of the justness of their demand. 
I shal! not detain the House by going into the dry 
details of this bill—for it is presumed that every 
member understands it—but f wish simply to say 


that it commends itself to all sections and all par- 1] 


ties, and that this is the same young officer who, in 


rable rock at Harper’s F erry so eloquently and 
touchingly described by my 


peal for his support. 


for that blood-stained rock speaks in tones more | 
eloquent and effective than anything I can say. | 
[Applause.] To the members of Massachusetts | 

d New England, to whose relief he fled in that | 
periious moment, I appeal with every confidence | 
that I shall receive their united support, [applause;] | 
and to you, gentlemen, of the sunny South, to the |; 


an 


sons of the old Palmetto, on whose soil the gallant 
young officer fell, lappeal. Yes, I appeal to that 
chivalry which has ever distinguished her sons, 


and I feel confident that it will not be wanting || force on the ocean; and that in cases of collisions, 
now in doing honor to the memory of a brave || the vessel trespassing, or at fault, shall only be 
es, and not the owner or 


oung officer who fell in defense of her rights and 
iberties, and in doing a simple act of justice to 
his heirs and representatives, [Applause.] 

Mr. Speaker, 1 have nothing farther to say, 
oaeet hope it will be the pleasure of every 
member of the House to vote for this bill. 

The bill was then ordered to be engrossed, an 
read a third time; and being engrossed, it was 
accordingly read the third time. 

Mr. BURNETT. I call for a division of the 
House upon the passage of the bill. 

The SPEAKER ordered tellers; and appointed 
Messrs. Burnett and Train. 

The House divided; and the tellers reported— 
ayes 67, noes 44; no quorum Wing. 

Mr. STANTON called for the yeas and nays. 


MESSAGE FROM,THE SENATE, 


A message was received from the Senate, by 
Mr. Hickey, their Chief Clerk, notifying the 
House that that body had passed a bill (No. 302) 
in relation to the return of undelivered letters in 
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10norable friend and | 
colleague, {Mr. Borerer.| To him I will notap- || 
I will not thank him for it; | 





| the post office, in which he was directed to ask 
the concurrence of the House; that the Senate 
had passed without amendment House bill No. 
326, to establish certain post routes in the Terri- 
tory of Kansas; and also that the Senate agreed 
to the amendment of the House to Senate bill 
No. 192, authorizing the corporation of Wash- 
to make a loan and issue stock for 
$200,000 for building a market-house, with an 
amendment, in which he was directed to ask the 
concurrence of the House. 
Mr. LOVEJOY. I move that the House do 
| now adjourn. 
The motion was agreed to; and thereupon (at 
half past four o’clock, p. m.) the House ad- 
| journed till Monday next. 
IN SENATE. 
Monpar, March 26, 1860. 


Prayer by the Chaplain, Rev. Dr. Gurier. 
The Journal of Friday last was read and ap- 
| proved. 

EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATION. 


The VICE PRESIDENT laid before the Sen- 


2 || ate a report of the Secretary of the Treasury, 
Sothe House determined, that when it adjourns, || 


communicating, in answer to the resolution of the 
Senate of the 29th of February, a statement show- 
| ing the number and location of the marine hos- 


Mr. WASHBURNE. of Illinois. Tagain move | pitals; the number of seamen or patients admitted 
. . a ’ 5. £ | 


into each, from 1854 to 1859, inclusive, in each 
| year; the number and compensation of the per- 
sons employed in each; and the total expenditure 
| at each hospital for each of the years aforesaid; 
which was ordered to lie on the table; anda motion 
| by Mr. Grimes to print the report was referred 
to the Committee on Printing. 


PETITIONS AND MEMORIALS. 


Mr. BIGLER presented the petition of Rice, 
Baird & Heebner, contractors for furnishing mar- 
| ble for the Capitol extension, praying Congress 
|| to prevent a threatened violation of their contract 
| by the Secretary of War; which was referred to 
| the Committee on Public Buildings and Grounds. 
|| Mr. KING presented a petition of Joseph M. 
|| Price and others, citizens of New York, praying 
Congress to passa law to preventall further traffic 
in and monopoly of the public lands of the United 
States, and that they be laid out in farms and lots 


| 





of limited size, for the free and ex®lusive use of 


|| actual settlers; which was ordered tod lie on the 
| table. . 


| Mr. SLIDELL presented the memorial of the 


the summer of 1775, left his native county of Jef- | 
ferson, in Virginia, and passed over that memo- | 


| Mayor and Council of the city of Baton Rouge, 
|| Louisiana, praying the confirmation of a certain 
| land claim; which was referred to the Committee 
| on Private Land Claims. ‘ 
| Mr. CLAY presented a petition of inhabitants 
|| of township eighteen, range four east, in the county 
! 


grant of land scrip equal to the valuc of the six- 
apart and disposed of for the encouragement and 


referred to the Committee on Public Lands. 


| sion to lake commerce of the same limits to the 
|| liabilities of ship owners and others as are in 


i . 

|| held liable for dam: 
|| owners thereof; whic 
|| mittee on Commerce: 


|| Mr. ANTHONY 
|| Edward Larned, of 


was referred to the Com- 


|| Atlantic and Pacific coasts of the United States 
| States; which was ordered to lie on the table, and 
| be printed. 
PAPERS WITHDRAWN AND REFERRED. 
On motion of Mr. CRRITTENDEN, it was 


mittee on Pensions. 
REPORTS OF COMMITTEES. 





sions, to whom was referred the petition of C. 





of Marengo, in the State of Alabama, praying a 
| teenth section of that township, which was set 
| cultivation of the vine and the olive; which was 


Mr. CHANDLER presented a petition of mer- 
|| chants of Detroit, Michigan, praying an exten- 


resented a memorial of 
d, ew York, submitting a 
(| method for building a railroad to connect the 


_ by the present railroad companies of the United 


Ordered, That the petition and papers of Stewart Mac- 
Gowan, on the files of the Senate, be referred to the Com- 


| Mr. POWELL, from the Committee on Pen- 


Champ and others, praying a grant of land tu the 
| heirs of thonswrhe, of icving, eaatd be antalad to 





\| 
i! 
| 
| 


| 


! 
} 


|| mitted a report, accompanied b 




















| agreed to. 


read, and passed to a second 











March 26, 


bounty land, for services in the wa 

in the Indian wars, asked to be dischaee 
its further consideration, and that it be referred 
the Committee on Public Lands; which om 


He also, from the same commi 
was referred the memorial of Mary J. Mee 
raying to be allowed a pension as widow of the 
aie Lieutenant Jamies West, of the Arm a 
abill (8. No. 319) 
y- The bill was 


reading; 
ompert was ordered to be printed. 83 and the 


r. HEMPHILL, fi the Committee on 
Claims, to whom was referred the memoria] of Col 
onel William Gates, of the United States Arm ; 
praying to be indemnified for losses Sustained by 
| the destruction of his property on board the sme 
| ship San Francisco, submitted a report, accom. 
| panied by a bill (S. No. 311) for the relief of the 
officers and soldiers who sustained loss by the djs. 
aster to the steamship San Francisco. “The }jjj 
was read, and passed to a second reading; and the 
report was ordered to be printed. 


DOCUMENT REFERRED. 


On motion of Mr. YULEE, it was 


Ordered, That the report of the Secretary of the Interior 
communicating, in compliance with a resolution of the 
Senate, the correspondence on file in that Department, in 
relation to the obstruction of streets, avenues, and public 
reservations in the city of Washington, be referred to the 
Committee on the District of Columbia. 


COMMITTEE SERVICE. 


Mr. BROWN. There isa vacancy on the Com- 
mittee on the District of Columbia, occasioned by 
the resignation of the Senator from Virginia, [Mr, 
Mason.] The committee meet to-morrow, and 
it is important to have the vacancy filled. I move 
that the Vice President be authorized to fill it, 

The motion was agreed to; and Mr. Cuemy 
was appointed. 


PRINTING OF DOCUMENTS. 


Mr. MALLORY. The Senator from Maine, 
whum I do not see in his seat, (Mr. Fessenvey,) 
has handed me an amendment to the naval pay 
bill, and I presume he desires it to be printed. I 
is necessary it should be done. It is very long. 
I move, therefore, that the substitute be printed, 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. CHESNUT. The special committee to 
whom was referred the matter of the Houmas 
grant made a report a few days ago, and submit- 
ted a motion to print certain documents. In be- 
half of the committee, I now also move te print 
the argument and statement of Louis Janin, coun- 
sel for certain claimants, with the papers, for the 
information of the Senate. 

The motion was agreed to. 


Mr. FITCH subsequently, from the Commit- 
tee on Printing, to whom was referred a motion 
to print the report of the Attorney General on the 
Houmas land claim, ard also a motion to print 
the statement of Louis Janin, counsel for certain 
claimants under said claim, as an — to the 
report of the select committee on the Houmas land 
claim, reported in favor of printing the same o§ 
an appendix to the report; which was agreed to. 


MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE. 


. A message’from the House of Representatives, 
by Mr. Forney, its Clerk, announced that the 
ouse had passed the joint resolution of the Sen- 
ate (No. i) for the relief of Commander H. J. 
Hartstene, of the United States Navy. 

The message further announced that the House 
concurred in the amendment of the Senate to the 
bill of the House (No. 19) to amend an act ent 
tled ‘* An act to regulate the carriage of eet 
in steamships and other megesla,'aporore’ Mare 
3, 1855, ~ paler protection of female passe 

rs, and for other purposes. 
eThe message further announced that the House 

| had passed the following bills, in which the con- 
currence of the Senate was requested: 

A bill (No. 229) for the relief of William prow 

A bill (C. C. No. 93) for the relief of Lydia 
Frazee, widow and administratrix of Jobn Frazee, 
late of the city of New York; ; mae 
ya (C. C. No. 92) for the relief of Marian 

. Vallejo; : ; 

A bi (No. 230) for the relief of Shade Callo 


way; 
‘A bill (No. 31) for the relief of Charles Knap; 


from 


for the relief of Mary J. Mal 


‘ 
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1860. : 


—s (No. 231) for the relief of Isaac S. Smith, 1 
fSyracuse, New York; : 1] 
' \ bill (No. 233) for the relief of the legal repre- || 
ntatives of five deceased clerks in the Philadel- 
hia custom-house; - ; 
p 4 bill (No. 235) for the relief of congressional 
waship two north, of range nine west, of the 
earth principal meridian, in Adams county, State | 
ot eal (NO. 936) for the relief of John Dixon; 

‘A bill (No. 239) for the relief of George F’. Brott; 

A pill (C. C. No. 82) for the relief of Charner 
T. Scaife, administrator of Gilbert Stalker; 

‘\ pill (C. C. No. 12) for the relief of Moses | 
rn rie * {| 
Ne (No. 242) for the relief of the legal repre- 
sentatives of Robert H. Morris, late postmaster 
of the city of New York; 

\ bill (No. 245) for the relief of Maryett Van 
Buskirk, heir of Thomas Van Buskirk; 

4 bill (No. 16) for the relief of Lot Hail; and 

‘A bill (C. C. No. 96) for the relief of William 


Ge iger. 


| 





TELEGRAPH TO THE PACIFIC. 

Mr. GWIN. [ask the Senate to proceed to the 
consideration of the bill (S. No. 84) to facilitate 
communication between the Atlantic and Pacific 
States by electric telegraph. It is a very import- 
ant measure. 

The motion was agreed to. _ 

Mr. HUNTER. Is the motion to take up the 
bill for consideration? 

Mr. GWIN. Yes, sir; it is up now, and we 
can get through with it, I hope, before the appro- 
priation bill will be taken up. I am in favor of 
taking up the appropriation ill, which the Sena- |, 
tor intends to call up to-day. 

Mr. HUNTER. I shall wait till one o’clock, 
and then move to take up the appropriation bill. | 

The Senate, as in Committee of the Whole, 
proceeded to consider the bill (S. No. 84) to facili- | 
tate communication between the Atlantic and Pa- | 
cific States by electric telegraph, which had been 
reported from the Committee on the Post Office and \ 
Post Roads, with an amendment to strike out all 
after the enacting clause, and insert the substitute, 
which was contained in the proceedings of Thurs- 
day last. 

Mr. GWIN. I have but little to say in favor | 
of this bill. The Senate very well knows the great 
importance of establishing a communication across || 
the continent. The parties named in the bill have 
the control of the telegraphic lines throughout the 
United States in various sections. They have 
agreed upon the plan of connecting the Atlantic | 
and Pacific by telegraph under the measure which 
was presented, and which has been reported from 
the Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads. 
The compensation has been putat the very lowest 
amount that it was supposed possible a work of || 
such importance cofild be undertaken for. I hope, || 
inasmuch as a measure of this kind passed the || 
Senate some years ago by a very large majority, || 
that it will not be necessary to go intoan enlarged | 
discussion in regard to it. 





Mr.GRIMES. I move to amend the bill, by 
striking out of the second section all after the 
word “distance”? in the thirteenth line, in the fol- | 
lowing words: ; || 

Said contractors, or their assigns, to have the right to 
purchase such Jandsas may be selected by them as stations 
during the term aforesaid, at the rate of $] 25 per acre. 

The purpose of this provision is evidently to 
conier a right of preemption on the gentlemen on 
whom the privilege is conferred of constructing 
this telegraph line. If I understand anything of 
the topography of that country, if they be per- 
mitted to take a preémption right on quarter sec- | 
“tons of land through the gorges of the mountains, || 
it will preclude the aasibilitg of ever being able 
to build a railroad through them unless you shall 

rst acquire the title from this company on whom 
you now confer the title go this land. I do not 
wish to put any future company that may be or- | 
ganized for the purpose of constructing a Pacific 
railroad in that Mleten. I do not wish them to | 
‘ compelled to buy, at such exorbitant rates as | 
the telegraph company might impose on them, | 

right to pass through these lands, which are 
now public, . {| 

7 GWIN. I have not observed particularly |, 

* Senator’s amendment, but I think they have || 


ats right to one quarter section for every 1 


| 
| 
| 
| 
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Mr. GRIMES. Fifteen miles on an aver 
throughout the whole route, the bill says. 
line may be seventeen hundred miles long, for 
aught I know, and they can take these lands in 
continuous quarter sections, provided they do not | 
take a number exceeding one quarter section in 


|| every fifteen miles. I observe further, that they | 


have a right to occupy during ten years any quan- | 
uty of land that may be deemed necessary by | 
them for the purposes of their company, in addi- | 
tion to this right to purchase under preémption 


| these quarter sections. | 
Mr.GWIN. The object in drafting the bill in || 


this particular was to give them the right to enter, | 
within a period of ten years, a quarter section at | 


Mr. COLLAMER. Make it “not less than 
fifteen miles apart.’’ 


( think that is the wording of the bill. | 
Mr. GRIMES. That is not the bill. | 


Mr.COLLAMER. We can haveitso; make. || 


it so. 1} 


Mr. GWIN. 
form that they shall not take quarter sections 
nearer than fifteen miles to each other. That | 
was the object in drawing the bill. 


Mr. BENJAMIN. Theamendmentwhich the || 


Senator from Iowa suggests, it appears to me, is 
a necessary one. i 


een miles, if the line 


section in aed station for fi 
happens to pass through those | 


of the railroa 


| quarter sections, (andin certain mountain passes | 
| it will be absolutely essential probably to pass | 
| through them,)€his telegraph company can im- | 


pose any amount they please for the privilege of 
assage. 
Mr. GWIN. 


I shall not object to its being 
stricken out. 


I do not want any monopoly; 7 


only want them to have the right of occupation. | 


he amendment was agreed to. 
Mr. YULEE. I propose, inthe first section, and 


| wherever afterwards the same words occur—and 


I make this motion by direction of the committee— 
to strike out the words ‘‘the Postmastér Gen- 
eral,’’ and substitute ‘* the Secretary of the Treas- 


—* 
r. GWIN. The objec? of the amendment is, 


that this compensation shall not be paid out of the | 
Post Office funds, but out of the general Treasury. | 


The amendment was agreed to. 


I am willing to put it in such || 


His objection is, that even if || 
| this telegraph company my | purchase a quarter 
t 





— 


age | lic money made than that. The Government dis- 
Their | patches may not amount to $50,000; but, in my 


judgment, they will never be less; and the Govern- 
ment has a right to connect all its military estab- 
lishments in the interior of the country with the 
line, and those dispatches have to be sent over 
without any additional expense. 

Mr. BENJAMIN. I shall move an amend- 
ment. I am not satisfied with the explanation of 
the Senator from California. I think if we agree 
to pay by contract up to a certain sum—say 


| $50,000, since that is the sum mentioned in the 


bill—we ought to have the use of the telegraph for 
that sum; for then, in point of fact, it would be 


| built on this Government fund, and we ought not 
stations not to be nearer than fifteen miles each. || 


to subject the Government hereafter to any fur- 
ther charge, after having aided these persons to 
build the line so that they can make money on it. 
I will move, in the sixth line of the third section, 
after the word ‘‘aforesaid,’’ to insert the words 
‘*mo charge shall be made for such excess.’’ 

Mr. GWIN. I hope the amendment will not 
be agreed to. 

The amendment was agreed to. 


Mr. YULEE. In order to make that amend- 
ment effective, the words “the excess shall be 
po by the Secretary of the Treasury’’ ought to 
ye stricken out. 

Mr. BENJAMIN. Of course the rest of the 
line ought to be stricken out, so as to insert the 
words [ have proposed. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr. Foor.) 
Those words will be stricken out. 

Mr. BRAGG. There is one provision I should 
like to hear some explanation of from the Senator 
who introduced the ill, and that is in rélation to 


| the power given to the Secretary of War by the 


| proviso to the first section. 


That proviso reads: 


Provided, That the Government shall at all times be en- 
titled to priority in the use of the line or lines, and thatthe 


| Secretary of War shall have the privilege of connectin 
| said line or lines by telegraph with any military posts o 


the United States, and to use the same for Government 


| purposes. . 


Mr. DOOLITTLE. I wish to offer an amend- || 


proviso to the first section: 


And ided also, That such charges shall not exceed | : ot : 
eee chomp mn Ar | of the most important provisions of the bill for 


four dollars for a single dispatch of ten words, with the 
usual proportionate deduction upon dispatches of greater 


| length. 


The amendment was agreed to. 


bill which I do not altogether like. {t is the third 
section. The bill begins by authorizing a con- 


| may impose; and I desire to offer an additional || © 
et “pond | tional expense, and to be used for no other than 


| 
| 


| 


| ment to the first section. There is no limitation || 
as to the amount of charges which these persons || 


| 


Mr. BENJAMIN. There is one section of the | 


tract notexceeding $50,000 per annum. The third | 


section provides that whenever the prices of the 
Government’s dispatches exceed $50,000 per an- | 
num, the Government shall pay the excess; so 


That is a very broad power; one that I confess 
I am not willing to give to the Secretary of War; 
for it is to run telegraph lines all over the whole 
country. At least, that is the power here given. 

Mr.GWIN. The objectewas to enable the 
Secretary of War to connect with this line in the 
interior, in the Rocky Mountain region of the 
country, all the military posts, so that he could 
run, at the expense of the Government, connect- 
ing lines from those military posts, in order to 
send dispatches over this line without any addi- 
Government purposes. It seems to me it is one 
the benefit of the Government. He has no power 
to make this connection anywhere except for 
Government purposes alone. In the settled por- 
tions of the country, of course, the Secretary 


| never would make any such connectiorf. 


that at the beginning, when the Government’s dis- || 


patches will probably only amountto but five, ten, 
or fifteen thousand dollavs per annum, we are to | 


pany is established, and established with the || 


money of the Government, then the Government 
is to pay the excess. I do nof think that is neces- 
sary to the bill. 
nation of its necessity. 


Mr.GWIN. The great advantage to the Gov- | 


ernment that will result from the establishment of 
this telegraph, saving probably millions of dol- 


lars in military communications and other Gov- | 


ernment purposes, was looked upon by the com- | 


mittee as an equivalent to the $50,000 a year. 
Millions may be saved by the advantages of it. 


|| If, in the progress of time, the Government dis- 


patches exceed this amount of $50,000, especially 
with the limitation which has been put on the 
charges by the amendment of the Senator from 
Wisconsin, it would seem to be proper for the 
Government to pay the additional expense, with 
the solitary eucepee named in the bill of dis- 
patches for the Coast Survey, the National Ob- 
servatory, and the Smithsonian Institution. I 


| think there can be no better appropriation of pub- 


i 
tt 
| 


Mr. BRAGG. It seems to me the power isan 
unlimited one, to incur any amount of expense 
that the Secretary may in his discretion deem ne- 
cessary. For one, I @m not willing to invest any 
Secretary of War with any such broad power as 
that. I would suggest to strike out the words 
** Secretary of War,”’ and insert ‘* the Congress 


| of the United States,”’ = some check on it. 
pay $50,000; but if they increase after the com- || 


Mr. FESSENDEN. I would suggest to the 
Senator that we may reach _it by striking out a 
few words so as to have it read: ‘* Provided, That 


_ the Government shall at all times be entitled to 


I should like to have an expla- || 


riority in the use of said line or kines, and shall 
1ave the privilege of connecting said line or lines 
by telegraph,’’ &c., unless by the word ‘* Govern- 


| ment’’ there is understood the Executive Govern- 


| 
{ 
j 
' 
| 
} 


| 


} 


| 


ment; and if so, I should be obliged to propose 
to insert the word “‘ Congress.’”’ 

Mr. BRAGG. Anything of that kind will suit 
me. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. I 
from North Carolina, that it is altogether too great 
_— to put into the hands of the Secretary of 


ar. 

Mr. GWIN. Ihave no objection to providing 
that Congress shall have the power. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. Let it read: ‘and shall 
have the privilege, when authorized by Congress,’ 
striking out the words “and that the Secretary of 
War;”’ and then it will read: 

That the Government shall at all times be entitled to 


agree with the Senator . 
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a j 
y in the use of the line or lines, and shall have the | 


ivilege, when authorized by Congress, of connecting said 


ine or lines by telegraph with any military posts, &c. 

Mr. COLLAMER. I wish to alter the phrase- 
ology of the amendment, so ag to read: ‘* when au- 
thorized by law.”’ 

Mr. FESSENDEN. I accept it. 

ir. HAMLIN. I now desire to make this 
suggestion for the consideration of my colleague 
who offers the amendment: I had myself inter- 
lined this bill with the very words he has now 
proposed, after the word ‘* War.”’ Why will it | 
not be better to let the section remain as it is and || 
add the words moved by my colleague after the 
word “*War?”’ The Secretary of War, it seems | 
to me, will be the appropriate officer under which 
any telegraph line to connect with this should be 
constructed. Let that section remain as it is, sim- || 
ly adding these words after the word ** War.”’ 
Then it will read: 

That the Government shall at all times be entitled to pri- 

ority in the use of the line or lines, and that the Secretary 


of War, when authorized by law, shall have the privi- 
lege, &c. I 


pricrit 


Let him be the person designated. || 
Mr. FESSENDEN. The only difference would || 
be that he might do it on his own responsibility. || 
Mr. DAVIS. I think the language as amended || 
is an improvement, but that the whole proviso is || 
radically wrong. It locks to the construction of | 
telegraph wires,wherever it shall be deemed neces- || 
sary to connect a military post with this greatline | 


ment of the United States. It is better that we || 
should leave such things prnevely to private en- | 
terprise. If it be needfu 

posts under an exigency which will require Gov- 


| 
of telegraph across the continent, bY the Govern- | 


| 
erhment to undertake it as a work, let the case be || 


brought forward and decided upon its merits; but | 
this is a provision in anticipation, looking gener- | 
ally to the construction of telegraph lines by the 
United States. 
and | shall object to the whole proviso. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question | 
is on the amendment offered by the Senator from | 
Maine, (Mr. Fessenpen.]} 

The amendment was agreed to. 





Mr.LATHAM. I desire to offer an additional | 


section. ’ 


Mr. DAVIS. I desire first to move to strike 
out the proviso before proceeding to another sec- 
tion. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER, That will be | 


| 
in order. 
j 
| 


Mr. DAVIS. I move to strike out the proviso. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Secretary | 
will read it as amended. 

The Secretary read it, as follows: 

Provided, That the Government shall at all times be en- 
titled to priority in the use of the line, or lines, and shall 
have the privilege, when authorized by law, of connecting | 
said line, or lines, by telegraph, with any military posts of | 
the United States, and to use the same for Government | 
purposes. 

Mr. DAVIS. I move to strike out all after the | 
word ‘ line,’’ so as to strike out all that refers to | 
branches, leaving the Government priority in the | 
use of this line. 

The PRESIDINGOFFICER. The words pro- | 
posed to be stricken out will be read. 

Mr. COLLAMER., I take it the Senator means | 
to strike out down to the words ‘“ United States.”’ 
Not the whole proviso, but down to the words 
**United States.”’ * 

Mr. DAVIS. If we have no more lines, it is | 
useless to provide how they shall be used. The | 
words I propose to strike out are: 

And shall have the privilege of connecting said line or | 





lines by telegraph with any military posts of the United 
States, and to use the same for Government purposes: .4nd 


constructed by the Government te connect said line or lines 
with the military posts of the United States, shall be open 
to the use of all citizens of the United States, during the 
term of the said contract, on payment of the regular charges 
for transmission of dispatches. 

_ The Senator wishes to preserve the second pro- 
viso, and then ——— the branches. 

Mr. COLLAMER, The last expression, I un- 
derstand, is that it shall be open to all people to’! 
use it, You do not wish to strike that out, I sup- | 

i 


i} 
I} 
* provided also, ‘That said line, or lines, except such as may be 


Mr. DAVIS. Itisso, anyhow. Strike out the 
» when au- | 
ine or lines, 


by telegraph, with any military posts of the Uni- | 


words, ‘‘and shall have the privile 
thorized by law, of connecting said 





——$—$———$— 


|, that is, to provide that power shall not be given | 


| the case entirely; for itis to come before Congress 
|| before the connection can be made. 
| lege is reserved to Congress, if it is hereafter 


|, invitation to the Government to commence the 


| believing it to 


| companies, by State laws, they reserve the priv- 


to connect particular || 


I think itis unsound in principle, | 





ee 





ted States, and to use the same for Government 
purposes.”’ That is the first. Then, if it is the 
wish fo preserve the other proviso, let us strike 
outthe words ** except such as may be constructed 
by the Government to connect said line or lines 
wih the military posts of the United States.’’ 
Striking out these two clauses removes the ob- 
jection. 


Mr. GWIN. 


_ from Mississippi that this isan important privilege 
| reserved to the Government of making this con- 


nection; but they have to pass a law before they can 
doit. Itis to come before Congress before the 
connection can be made; and I think it is guarded 
so as to meet the very object he has in view, and 


| 
I would suggest to the Senator | 


to make these lines unless by Congress. 1 think 
the amendment of the Senator from Maine covers 





The privi- 


looked on as important. 
Mr. DAVIS. I do not wish to give a general 


work of constructing telegraph lines. I do not 
wish so to provide as to allow some member to 
rise hereafter, and by authority of this law, to 
move an a rae for connecting these lines, 
ye wrong ab initio. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. I would call the Senator’s 
attention to the fact, that in the case of all charters 
now granted by the State Governments to railroad 


ilege of connecting other lines with them after- 
wards, for the simple reason that, unless that is 
reserved when the charter is given, when the road 
is built it becomes private property; and there can 
be no connection, unless with the consent of the 
corporation, except the right to do so is retained 





by the Government, because it is in the nature of 


a contract. Well, as I understand this provision, 
it is only intended to go that far—that is to say, 


|| to put it out of the power of this company, when 


they have constructed their line of telegraph, to 
prevent other lines from being connected with it, 


| or to impose terms which might be onerous as a 


condition for making such connection. It does | 
not necessarily involve the idea that the Govern- 
ment are to pay other lines of telegraph, but as- 
similates this line of telegraph to lines of railroad 


| that have been built where the consent of the 


Government is necessarily required. In case it 
becomes expedient that one line should be con- 
nected with this from another quarter, it is in- 
tended not to leave it wholly in the power of this 
company to say that it helen shall not be done, 
or on what terms it shall be done. I esteem the 


| reservation as an Important one, connected with 
| so very greatfa line as one from the Mississippi 


river to the Pacific ocean. I do not think itin- 
volves necessarily any such difficulty as the Sen- 
ator seems to suppose. 

Mr. DAVIS. If it were reduced merely to the 
rivilege of allowing another company, which is 
ereafter to constructa telegraph, to connect with 

this, then it would be the case supposed by the 
Senator from Maine. That, certainty, is not the 
contemplation of this language. This is for the 


|| Government to connect, 


Mr. FESSENDEN. Undoubtedly; but per- 
haps that is the only way by which the right can 
be reserved. The Government cannot very well 


stipulate for a private company; and in case you 


undertook to do sq, the objection would be made 
that it was not in the power of the Government 
to do it. 





Mr. DAVIS. That — the purpose, it would 
be expressed in the usual language applied to 
railroads, and that is, that any other company 
making a branch road shall have the privilege of 
connecting. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. That company is always 
chartered by the same Government. 

Mr. DAVIS. [I do not see how the Federal 
Government is going to charter a company, unless 
in the Territories. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. To be sure they will not 
_ charter it, but grant the privilege over the public 
| land, and that is practically the same thing. 

Mr. DAVIS. It still returns to the same-point. 
Within the limits of a State, the company must 
be chartered by the State, and all this Government 
can reserve or impose as a condition is, that this 
company shall allow other companies to connect 





with it, and that is clear! : 
—_— aaa y not the object of this 
r. DEN. It effects t 

Mr. DAVIS. I willoay, moreover ee 
attached much jmapertance to the provision neve 
in the case of railroads; for it would be » even 
stupid directory that would object to the che st 
tion of a branch, knowing that it must be a f 
to the trunk; and so of the directory of atele ceder 
who should object to the construction ofa 
line which would bring to it messages to canoe 
its line. The case is hardly supposable, Thee 
fore, ere ove to this in a railroad co 
or a telegraph grant, if it were in the 
Ido tet sos. usual form, 

The amendment was rejected; there being, on 
division—ayes thirteen; noes not counted. 


Mr. GWIN. I desire to move an amendmen; 
to come in after the words that were inserted , 
motion of the Senator from Louisiana, « unless 
such excess shall be incurred in time of war,” s, 
that there shall be no excess over $50,000 paid 
unless incurred in time of war. In the event of 
war, the line might be entirely taken up by the 
Government; and it would be absolutely necessary 
to pay for this excess, when the private patrop. 

of the line would be taken away. 

Mr. BRAGG. I hardly think that is sufficiently 
guarded. It says ‘*in case such excess shall bp 
incurred in time of war.’ Suppose we were at war 
with any European Powers Crest Britain, forin. 
stance: if there was an excess of dispatches sen: 
over the line, no matter how incurred, accordige 
to the amendment, we should have to pay. z 

Mr. GWIN. By the Government. 

Mr. BRAGG. It may not have concerned ¢ 
all our hostilities with foreign nations. 

Mr.GWIN. The Government might monop- 
olize the line entirely. It has the first privilege 
of using the line, and it might take possession of 
the line in time of war for war purposes; and such 
a case, I think, ought to be provided for. 

Mr. COLLAMER. The $50,000 proposed to 
be paid for subsidizing the line, it seems to me, 
will be of very little or no use to the Government 
at all in time of peace. The time of war is about 
the only time we shall use the line to any great 
extent; but we are paying in time of peace, in 
order that we may have the use of it, in case of 
necessity, in time of war. It is therefore right 
as it is. 

The amendment was rejected. 

Mr. LATHAM. I ask that my amendment 
be read. 

The Secretary read it, as follows: 

nd be it further enacted, That the Secretary of the Navy 
and the Secretary of War are hereby authorized to convey, 
free of charge, any material to be used in the construction 
of said telegraph line or lines, upon any Government trans- 
port, whenever the same can be done without inconveol- 
ence or additional cost to the Goygrnment service. 


Mr. FESSENDEN. I do not see any reason 
why, in addition to giving $50,000 a year, we 
should undertake to build the line. fr 

Mr. LATHAM. The amendment saysitisnot 
to be at additional cost to the Government; and 
when the transperts are going over this very line, 
if they are not filled with Government stores, 
if, without inconvenience or additional expense, 
they can carry the material, I do not see any 0- 
jection to allowing them to do so. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. | do not see how the 
transportation of materials over such a countty 
can be made without Soe os. 

Mr. LATHAM. Very briefly; these ea 
ports going over the country are not always fil 
up with Government stores; and they might 
well be filled as not. ; 

Mr. FESSENDEN..- This will oblige them © 
take the material anyhow. There is ue ae 
why we should build the line, and then pay '* 
using it, that F can see. . 5 

The amendment was rejected; there being,” 
divisidh—ayes ten; noes not a . aii 

Mr. GRIMES. I move to amend | f 
tion by adding, in the twenty-fourth line, after the 
word *‘ same,”’ the words: be 

Unless sa shail be required by the Goverameh 
the United States frrairaad purposes: tn provi ae 

o t i 
the United Beater shalt inare to the said company, te 
agents or servants,or to any other person or persons 
suever. 


Mr. HUNTER. It is now one o'clock. 1 i 























1 form Mr. GRIMES. This is the last amendment I 


f this —_——— — —_— 
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a most ee Ls 1 
an ot interfere with the Senator from California || pleting it. 1am perfectly confident that, if we ever || 
- er oie he called up the bill. at, pass this bill, we can do it now within a few mo- || 
vsraph wr GWIN. We shall have a vote on itin || ments. I do not see that there is any further 
Re gre cninutes. , : amendment to be moved from any quarter. 

Nala Mr. HUNTER. There is evidently going to || Mr. TRUMBULL. I think we shall economize 
Soe wa debate on these amendments. | time by finishing this bill. There is no disposi- 


tty. PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair will 


a : 
| 61 0ua his opportunity to sug est to Senaters mov- 
E take this opp : pe 
d ing amendments by the addition of other words, | 

. a that it is not in order to receive them unless they 
rted on : i iti 

tted in writing. 
“unless be subm! £ 


9 Mr. GRIMES. This is submitted in writing. 
Xn The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair un- 


0 paid, derstands the Senator’s amendment to be in writ- 

rT ine, but other amendments have been proposed, 

by the which were not in writing. 

ca Mr. YULEE. I suggest to the Senator to mod- | 
he 


ify itby saying, “* for railroad or other purposes.”’ 
fici Why confine it to railroads? 
cae Mr. GRIMES. The purpose isto prevent this 














ee company getting possession of the land and pre- 
rk cluding the Government from being allowed to 
oe as use it for railroad or other purposes. 
: Mr.GWIN. I have no objection. 
ccording Mr. JOHNSON, of Arkansas. I ask why we 
¥: object to those parties who may happen to be || 
wend agents of this company, seeking preémptions 
— under the laws of the United States, if, inso doing, | 
Seen, they are acting for themselves and not for the 
rivilere company? Why should they be entirely excluded 
rans because they may be agents of the company at | 
’ tume ‘ 
and such Mr.GRIMES. Under the laws of the United | 
; dt States, as they now exist, no one would be enti- 
= tled to preémptions along the line, because it is | 
ad om, Indian country; but before the expiration of ten 
ae years, the Indian title may be extinguished in some | 
So We of these places, and I thought it was poeeepnry to | 
ore in guard it,so that hereafter this company, their | 
= hie al agents, or their servants, should not have permis- | 
fore right sion to acquire a preémption right under the law 
of 1841, which is still unrepealed. 
Mr. JOHNSON, of Arkansas. I would state | 
tothe Senator and to the Senate that, so far as | 
nendment allowing them as agents to take preémptions for 
the benefit of the company, I should certainly | 
agree with him and vote with him; but so far as | 
of the Navy ostracizing them or excluding them altogether 
d toconves, because they are agents, when it may be in their | 
ae power, under the laws of the United States, to 
- inconveni- take preémptions as individuals, I cannot exactly || 
viee. see the wisdom of it. As to the Senator’s sugges- | 
ny reason tions that these are lands not subject to preémp- 
po tion, because they are within the Indian country, 
= where the Indian title has not been extinguished, | 
yysitisnot the Senator is aware of the fact we are every day 
ent: sal extinguishing Indian title to more or less of this | 
very lin, anent. e is also certainly aware of the fact | 
ant stores, : we have now before us several bills which | 
} expense, = 0 very far to give away all the public lands; 
ee any 0b- and I do not see why it is that those who may be 
engaged in a service which is at least a quasi-pub- | 
how the lie service, should be excluded from acquiring pre- | 
"a country emptions as individuals. { would not allow them 
.. te ae as agents of the omemreey. and for the 
rege trans- da i“ the company. I think the amgndment 
ways filed a ¢ Senator goes further than he himself prob- 
might a8 y contemplates, and I should hope very much 
y that he would restrict it to this degree: that the 
ige them to ~ who may be placed there should not be | 
Po reason we od the ban of the law, and deprived of 
en pay for i ordinary rights, but only that the company | 
: itself shall be deprived of using thgse persons to 
being, ons oa preemptions, and obtain in that way a 
padietiganain ons a ——— designed in the | 
; rant to them. 
be er te Mr.GWIN. I think that isa good suggestion. | 


Pian PRESIDING OFFICER. It is made the 
ty of the Chair at this time to eall up the special 


. Itishisimperative duty, in regard to which 

bil erin no discretion ; and the homestead 

“ = speuiel order for this hour, is now 
nate. 


Mr.GWIN. I hope 
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it will be postponed for | 
Purpose of going on with this fil, and com- | 
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tion to debate. We can get through with it in |! 


fifteen or twenty minutes. . 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. By unanimous 
consent, the Chair will pass by the special order 
for the time being. It can only be done by unani- 


| mous consent in that way, or otherwise by mo- 


tion and a majority of the body consenting to it. 
[** No objection.’’] The question ison the amend- 
ment of the Senator from Iowa. 

Mr. GWIN. I think the proposition of the 
Senator from Arkansas ought to be accepted by 
the Senator from Iowa. He only wants to ex- 
clude the company from any benefit of preémp- 
tion, I take it for granted. 


Mr. GRIMES. I want to exclude the benefit | 


of preémption from the company or anybody 
else whom the company may hire to go on these 
lands and take possession of them, so as to pre- 
clude the possibility of the Government ever here- 


after taking their own lunds. Weareto pay this | 


company a bonus of $50,000 a year to get them to 
establish this line; and they may hire their ser- 
vants, and put them on these quarter sections of 
land or pay them for going. I say it is unjust to 
ourselves to allow the servants of the company to 
acquire a preémption right upon these lands, which 
it may be necessary to the Government to reclaim 
if we ever undertake to build a railroad through 
to the Pacific ocean, because some of them may 
be in the gorges of the mountains, where it would 
be absolutely necessary that we should be able to 
acquire the title again. I wish to prevent that. 
The preémption laws have been passed for the 
purpose of promoting settlements on our public 
lands. We are not acting in this matter for the 
oer of promoting settlements on public lands. 

Ve are acting solely for the purpose of securing 
the benefits, if there are to be any, from telegraph- 
ing between the Atlantic and Pacific coast, and 
the principle that prevails in favor of the gencral 
preemption laws of the country ought not to gov- 
ern us, it seems to me, when acting and voting on 
this question. 1 shall insist on the amendment 
which I have proposed. 

The am -ndment was agreed to. 


Mr. MASON. I propose to amend the bill by 
adding, in line twenty-four, after the word ‘* pro- 
vided,’’ the words: 

Thatgno such contract shall be made until the said line 


shall be in actual operation; and payments thereunder shall 
be discontinucd or cease whenever the contractors shall 


fail to comply with their contract. 


The amendment was agreed to. 
The amendment of the Committee on the Post 


| Office and Post Roads, as amended, was agreed 


to, as follows: 
Strike out all after the enacting clause, and insert: 
That the Secretary of the Treasury, under the direction 
of the President of the United States, is hereby authorized 


John D. Caton, Frederic A. Bee, Charles M. Stebbins, and 
James 8. Graham, or their assigns, or a majority of said 
contractors or assigns for the use by the Government of a 
line or lines of magnetic telegraph to be constructed within 
two years from the 3lst day of July, 18650, from some point 
or points west of the Mississippi river, by any route or 
routes which the said contractors may select, (connecting 
at such point or points by telegraph with the cities of Wash- 
ington, New Orleans, New York, Charleston, Philadelphia, 
Boston, and other cities in the Atlantic, southern, and west- 
ern States,) to the city of San Franciseo, in the State of 
California, for a period of ten years, at an annual rate of 
compensation not exceeding $50,000; and permission is 
hereby granted to the said parties, or a majority of them, 


{} and their assigns, to use, until the end of the said term, any 


unoccupied public lands on the route of said line or lines 
which may be necessary for the same, unless said lands 
shall be required by the Government of the United States 
for railroad purposes: dnd provided, ‘That no right to pre 
empt any of he said Jands under the laws of the United 
States shal] inure to said company, their agents or servants, 
or to any other person or persons: Provided, That no such 
contract sliall be made until the said line shall be in actual 
operation ; and payments thereunder shall be discontinued 
or cease whenever the contractors sha!l fail to comply with 
their contract ; and that the Government shall, at al) times, 


| necting said line or lines by telegraph with any military 
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be entitled to priority in the use of the line er lines, and 
shall have the privilege, when authorized by law, of con- 


posts of the United States, and to use the same for Govern- 
ment purposes: Jad provided also, That said line or lines, 
except such as maf be constructed by the Government to 
connect said line or lines with the military posts of the 
United States, shall be open to the use of all citizens of 
the United States during the term of the said contract, on 
payment of the regular charges for transmission of dis- 
patches: 4nd provided also, That said charges shall not ex- 
ceed four dollars for a single dispatch of ten words, with 
the usual proportionate deduction upon dispatches‘of greater 
length. 

Sec. 2. 4nd be it further enacted, That the said contract- 
ors, or their assigns, shall have the right to construct and 
maintain, through any of the Territories of the United 
States, a branch line, so as to connect their said line or 
lines with Oregon ; and that they shall have the permanent 
right of way for said line or lines, under or over any un- 
appropriated public lands and waters in the said Territo- 
ries, by any route or routes which the said contractors may 
select, with the ‘ree use during the said term of such lands 
as may be necessary for the purpose of establishing sta- 
tions tor repairs along said line or lines, not exceeding, at 
any station, one quarter section of land, such stations not 
to exceed one in fifteen miles on an average of the whole 
distance. 

Sec. 3. And be it further enacted, That if, in any year 
during the continuance of the said contract, the business 
done for the Government as hereinbefore mentioned by 
such contractors, or their assigns, shall, at the ordinary rate 
of charges for private messages, exceed the price contracted 
to be paid as aforesaid, no charge shall be made tor such 
excess: Provided, That the use of the line be given at any 
time, free of cost, to the Coast Survey, the Smithsonian In- 
stitution, and the National Observatory, for scientific pur- 
poses. 

The bill was reported to the Senate, as amended, 
and the amendments were concurred in; and the 
bill, as amended, ordered to be engrossed and read 
a third time. It was read the third time. 

Mr. BROWN. Lask for the yeas and nays on 
| the passage of the bill. 

The yeas and nays were ordered; and being 
taken, resulted—yeas 28, nays 15; as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Anthony, Bayard, Benjamin, Bigler, 
Bragg, Cameron, Clark, Clingman, Collamer, Dixon, Doo- 
little, Fitch, Foot, Grimes, Gwin, Harlan, Lane, Lathain, 
Mallory, Polk, Powell, Seward, Simmons, Sumner, Trum- 
bull, Wade, Wilkinson, and Yulee—28. 

NAYS—Messrs. Brown, Chandler, Chesnut, Clay, Davis, 
Fitzpatrick, Hammond, Hunter, Iverson, Johnson of Ark- 
ansas, Johnson of Tennessee, Mason, Saulsbury, Slidell, 
and Ten Eyck—15. ‘ 

So the bill was passed. 


MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE. 


A message from the House of Representatives, 
by Mr. Forney, its Clerk, announced that the 
House had passed a joint resolution (H. R. No. 

| 11) for the relief of the contractors of the Post 
| Office Department. ’ 
CONSULAR AND DIPLOMATIC BILL. 


Mr. HUNTER. I now move to‘postpone all 
prior orders, for the purpose of taking up the con- 


| sular and diplomatic appropriation bill. 


The motion was agreed to; and the Senate, as 
in Committee of the Whole, proceeded to consider 
the bill (H. R. No. 4) making appropriations for 
the consular and diplomatic expenses of the Gov- 
ernment for the year ending the 30th of June, 1861. 

Mr.GREEN. I ask the Senator from Virginia 


| to give way for one moment. I do not wish to 
and directed to contract with Zenus Barnum, ‘Thomas R. || 


Walker, John H. Berryhill, Hiram Sibley, Norvin Green, | 


interfere with the passage of the bill; but I desire 
to take up a resolution which I offered last weck, 


the Senate whether they intend to adjourn on the 
20th of April for one month, or not. 

Mr, HUNTER. My friend will excuse me, 
but [ cannot give way for that. I know it will 
lead to debate, The Senator can have it taken up 
in the morning hour to-morrow. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Secretary 
will read the amendments reported by the Com- 
mittee on Finance to the appropriation bill, ai: 
also the bill itself, 

Mr. HUNTER. I suggest that, unless some 
one desires the whole bill to be read, the Secre- 
tary had better only read the paragraphs pro- 
posed to be amended, and I will explain the 
amendments as they come up. The bill will be 
| Strictly in conformity with the estimates whe. 
amended as we propose. 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. The course 


lh indicated by the Senator from Virginia will be 


\ 
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He 26, 


pursued; and the sections of the bill to which || The next amendment of the Committee on Fi- || the Department of the Interior. 


rig. : Here j ; 
amendments are proposed will be read, together | ance was, in lines twenty-two and twenty-three, || mate; I ask to have it read. 18 the esi. 


with the amendments proposed. to strike out the words * secretary of the lega- || The Secretary read, as follows: 
The first amendment of the Committee on Fi- || tion to China, acting as,’’ and after the word “1in- | DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR, M, 
nance was in line fifteen, page 2, after the words | terpreter’’ to insert **to the legation to China,” || Sir: I have the honor to transmit for Rantndh 1860, | 
‘* Argentine Confederation,’’ to insert ‘** Para- | so that the clause will read: || and that of the Committee of Ways and Means. 2: 
eg > ma , ' “bina, | # communication addressed to Hon. James A’ y°0?) 
* r ~_ For salary of the interpreter to the Jegation to China, || chairman of the Judiciary Committee Of the &, Bavann, 
Mr. HUNTER. A mission to Paraguay was $5,000. gesting an appropriation for the payment of Denate, s . 
estimated for, and not agreed to by the House of | Mr. HUNTER. The amendment was made || curred in the transportation of prisoners and wine 


home by our consuls from foreign countries Pimnestes sent 
Respectfully, your obedient servant, ; 
J. THOMPSON 
Secretary of the Interior 
Hon. Joun SHerman, Chairman Committee of Wi 
Means, House of Representatives. ays end 


| 
Representatives; but I believe they were notaware | for this reason: in line nineteen we have an ap- } 
at the time that there was a minster from Para- || }ropriation for the secretaries—all the secretaries of | 
uay here. The Senate is aware that we have |) Jeration; but at China we have also an interpreter, | 
had a difficulty with that country, which has been || whose salary is $5,000. The description is wrong. 
lately compromised and settled. Paraguay has || |t now reads: ‘ For salary of the secretary of le- | 
sent a minister here, and the Secretary of State || cation to China, acting as interpreter.” Mie not | Deraweunne ecu Tae 
thinks there is good reason for returning the com- |! secretary of legation acting as interpreter; but he Sir: I have the honor to aero =, ee 
’ 


plimentjyand sending a minister there. TheCom- |) j, interpreter, and his salary is $5,000. It is a || the Judiciary Committee, tothe fecommendation eer! 
mittee on Finance concur in that, and propose || mere verbal amendment. +8 copy of 
Oe Serres \ MIN I obi 1 ‘mil || The amendment was agreed to. oT expences 

r. LINJ AUVLLN. objected to a simular | . : Witnesse: 
proposition made some vent or two al by an || ‘The next amendment of the committee was, in tries, and to 

b ; c Ss nse | > fA r-epve > 6 ad s : an a i 
amendment proposed by the Committee on Fi- ||. . ton, to be disbursed under the direction of the § 

dient proposed by the © Fi | ine twenty-seven, after the word * Japan,” wo | sats ny rhe xg irae ot sym 
nance for a minister to Persia. If this were send- : effect, as fo}- 


ing a mere commissioner abroad for a temporary | sane bat ny esd end x oe 
purpose, I do not know that I should make the || 30 day of June, 1861. 

objection; but I think this extending of our for- | sl “ill a: 
eign diplomatic corps to every country on the face | So that the clause will read: 

of the earth, is getting to be a monstrous abuse, || _ For compensation to the interpreter to the mission to 


sade ‘ Listens . <>: ae || Japan, from the lst day of January, 1860, to the Ist day of 
Now ‘ wat d ee Ag ce eneens > What || July in the same year, $1,250; and for the fiscal year end- 
a ye his duties: e are to have a arama | ing the 30th day of June, 1861, $2,500. 
to Paraguay at a permanent expense to the Goy- || NTT . : . 
ernment forever. We shall never get rid of him. || \ a ere here. eee is upon this estimate of 
Mr. HUNTER. I think there is a great dif- || Secretary Of Biante: 4 i le | 
ference between establishing diplomatic relations | ‘I request that an appropriation of $3,750 may be made | e nextamendmentof the committee was, afer 


. . || for compensation to the interpreter for the mission to Japan, || line one hundred and five, to insert: 
with Persia, a country with which we have little || jeing for his compensation from the Ist of January last to | - 


on pages 18 and 19 of my last annual report 
which is annexed, in relation to the payment , 
| incurred in the transportation of prisoners an 
sent home by our consuls from foreign coun 
suggest that for the reasons therein assigned 





| State, may be made to carry the same into 
| lows: 
For expenses incurred under instructions 
| retary of State in bringing home from foreign countries er 
on0) a with crime, and expenses incident thereto, 
0,000. ’ 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
4, THOMPSON, 
Secretary of the Interior. 
To Hon. James A. Bayarp, Chairman of the Commi 
on the Judiciary, United States Senate — 


The amendment was agreed to. 


from the See. 





or no trade, and with Paraguay. We havea a || the 30th of June next, €1,250; and for the fiscal year ending ] To — o4 cpenens ~~ to defray the cost of a 
interest in ‘preserving friendly relations with all || the 90 of June, 1861, 2,00.” | RshSuR Seay a ienaany aero mn 

. ‘ * . } ee re ° ’ s ? ’ sation of 
the South American States. We are exploring || Part of this is in the nature of a deficiency, the || the marshal of the consular court at Canton, from January 


| 1, 1854, to 15th December, 1857, $4,760, or so much thereof 


the river Platte already, on which it is, and hope |! an »ropriation not having been made last year. 
P) > as may be necessary. 


i 
at some day to open up a trade with all those || ‘The amendment was agreed to. | 

33 seems to me,if it is proper to | é : . y is. i . 
eee nn eee se Sate '| The next amendment of the committee was, in ee padi ae ae 
is as proper in Paraguay as in Rio—but it seems || line forty-three, after the word ‘ hundred,’ to in- \ P wo act grrr i aes Se ae a wes to 
to me that this is a place at which we ought to || 8° the words ‘‘and twenty-five; and in line || ae een in the ne to pay the oe 
have a mission. However, it is inthe power of || tty-four, after the word “dollars” to insert ras hal in Chi wares = 

: : — I || ** $75,000 of which is to be used in the fiscal year || ©! ve Marshal in Vhina. 


the Senate to determine. . 9 The amendment was agreed to. 
r : || ending the 30th of June, 1860. £ 
Mr. BENJAMIN. I ask the Senator from The PRESIDING OFFICER. The amend- 


_— : ~ || Mr. HUNTER. The history of that amend- | 
Virginia whether the gentleman here from Para- || ments reported by the Finance Commitice are 


Tt hos casks LAGS ck aatemitteaininnd ke atta phates || eee is this: last year the estimate “for the re- || m 
guay yé : lief and protection of American seamen in foreign || disposed of. 


oc een he is to remain here | countries’? was $175,000. Congress gave $150,000. || Mr. HUNTER. There is another amendment 
me. HUNTER ‘Lunderstand from the Sec- | Lt turas out that there is a deficiency which will || that stands on the same ground as the one last 


robably amount to $75,000. The Department || adopted,.sent to me after I reported the bill. I 
: atatee Deak | + understandine, || 28 already drafts whick it has received, which || have not had a chance to consult the committee; 
Pee BENJAMIN aes = a oe “ee ea | there is no appropriation to mect. They ask for || but it stands upon the same ground, and | ask 
conenel o eeenin haee re eee oon || $75,000 deficiency for this fiscal year, and they || general consent to offer it. If the committee ob- 
He expected to study the country. He was here || ¢Stimate for $200,000 for the next year. The || ject to it, they can say so, and I will withdraw it: 
% : ~ || committee thought that this sum was growing so For compensation of the consuls at the five ports in 


as a commissioner to settle claims under the \\ largely that it would be better to appropriate the | China, to wit: Kwangchow, Amoy, Fuchow, Ningpo, and 
| 


retary of State that he is expected to remain as a | 





treaty, but I did not understand from him that his || 4425 ¢ . Shanehae. from the Ist of July, 185, to the 3lst of Decem- 
: coer e as || $150,000, which was done last ye" for the next | 3 Ys > as 7 
Government expected to maintain a permanent year, and to provide for the deficiency of this. ber, 1856, $9,000. 


mission here. I think we are going too far in this || ‘That will give us time to look into this subject of | Tt iw the sanie deficiency, only providing fora 





matter. snore “OE ehieh at tr || different set of persons. ere Js the estimate on 
Mr. HUNTER. I cannot answer as to the || °*P* nditure, in regard to which it wouldeseem P 


bs , s e rerulation is necessary. If its which it is founded. I ask that it be read. 
intentions of the Government of Paraguay; but ne s hould turn 


out that the $150,000 is not enough, they can ask 
a deficiency again for next year, a8 they do for 
|| this. 

The amendment was agreed to. 


I supposed, from the Secretary of State who in- 
formed me on that subject, that this Government 
expects it to be a permanent mission. I may, || 
however, be mistaken on that point. 1 
Mr. GRIMES. The Senator from Virginia || P * 
speaks of our commercial relations with the Goy- |, after line forty-six to insert: 
ernment of Paraguay. I ask him how extensive || |For expenses which may be incurred in acknowledging 
our trade is with that country ? I suppose he igs || the services of the masters and crews of foreiga vessels ia 


familiar with the subject i ae citizens of the United States from shipwreck, 
oe. |; $10,000. 
Mr. HUNTER. ‘We have no trade yet, but || ~ 2 ; 
we are endeatoring to open one. We have an | Mr. HUNTER. Thatis the amount estimated, 


exploring expedition now exploring their rivers, || 224 the Department says it is the least sum that 
We have already had a difference with the coun- | Will suffice. The House of Representatives struck 
try, which has been settled. it out. ‘The amendment speaks for itself. I need 
‘Mr. ANTHONY. We have already very con- | Ot Say anything to the Senate in regard to it. 
siderable interests in Paraguay; and certainly so | The amendment was agrecd to. 
long as our commercial affairs there are unsettled, || The next amendment of the committee was in 
and thie commission is in existence, we ought to | line sixty, after the word “‘Alexandria,”’ to strike 
have some representative there. out the word “* Simoda.”’ 
The amendment was rejected. | Mr. HUNTER. That was put in by mistake. 
The next amendment of the Committee on Fi- || It is a mere clerical errorin copying the words of 
nance was, in lines fifteen and sixteen to strike | the act. There is no consul there. 
out ** €296,500,”’ and insert ** $304,000."’ | The amendment was agreed to. 
Mr. HUNTER. That will now be unneces- || The next amendment of the committee was, 
sary. It was to make the amount of the appro- | after line one hundred and one, to insert: 
priation for ministers’ salaries correspond with | For expenses incurred under instructions from the Sec- 


the amendment proposed by the Committee on || retary of State, in bringing home from foreign countries 
Finance, to which the Senate has not agreed. || persons charged with crime, and expenses incident thereto, 


This last amendment is therefore unnecessary. $10,000. 
The amendment was rejected. || Mr. HUNTER. That was an estimate from 


The next amendment of the committee was, 


The Secretary read, as follows: 


DEPARTMENT OF STATE, 
Wasutncton, @ebruary 23, 1860. 


i 
| Sm: I have the honor to state that, by the eighteenth 


section of the act of August 11, 1848, “to carry into cfiect 
certain provisions in the treaties between the U nited Srates 
and China and the Ottoman Porte, giving certain judicial 
powers to ministers and consuls of the United States i 
those countries,” it was provided that “in consideration 
of the duties herein imposed upon the commissioner, there 
shall be paid to him out of the Treasury of the United oye 
annually, the sum of $1,000 in addition to his salary dew 
there shall also be paid annually to each of said coustls, 
for a like geason, the sum of $1,000, in addition to a 
sular fees.” In conformity with the provisions of 1" 
statute, appropriations were annually made until roan 
compensation of the consuls at the five ports i —_ 
viz: Kwangchow, Amoy, Fuchow, Ningpo, and Shanti 
$5,000 ; and also “ for the additional compensation pk _ 
“commissioner to reside in China,” under the act 
mentioned. tion was 
The section of the act allowing this compens® - the 
repealed by the twentieth and thirty-third sections 4 bod 
act of August 18, 1856, which went into operation © 
Ist day of January, 1857. oa 
Inadvertently, no estimate was made for the compen 
tion of the commissioner and consuls in China, tor va ir). 
services, for the period of a year and a halt, oie 
1855, to December 31, 1856, and no appropriation © 
cordingly made for that purpose. The services, ho aie 
under the provisions of the law, the instructions of t a 
partment, and treaty stipulations, continued to pe asiovet 
during the above-mentioned period by the commit 
and consuls, and they have claimed the eT oe op 
which would have been paid but for the absence 
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i somatic and consular appropriation bill now before the 
diplomat ~ =e 

nce of Representatives, 9 
. Tomes sit, arom obedient servant, LEW: CASS. 


ony SHERMAN, Chairman of the Committee of Ways 


N00 le ins, House of Representatives. 


The amendment was agreed to. 

The bill was reported to the Senate, asamended. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question 
“on concurring in the amendments agreed to as 
in Committee of the Whole. 
vr, MASON. There was one amendment of- 
fered while I was out of the Senate, [ understand, 
by the chairman of the Committee on Finance, | 
appropriating for the salary fora minister to Para- 





ote HUNTER. That can be offered as a 
“orate amendment afterwards. That was re- 


separa 
jected. ‘ 
“Mr. MASON. Very well. ; 

The amendments made as in Committee of the 
Whole were concurred in. | 
Mr. MASON. I was not present when the 
amendment was offered, and I ask the chairman 
of the Committee on Finance if the appropriation 

was recommended by the Exccutive. 

Mr. HUNTER. It was recommended by the 
Secretary of State. I had an interview with him. |! 
There is no written recommendation; but I had 
an interview with him on this subject, in which 
he pressed it very earnestly. It was estimated 
for, but the House left it out, and I went to sce 
the Seeretary of State in regard to it. | 

Mr. MASON. We know from the history of || 
the country that the Government of the United 
States, I think with great wisdom and propricty, 
has been prosecuting a series of explorations in 
the waters of the Platte river for the last four or 
five years, with a view to the extension of our | 
commerce. We know that within the last two 
or three years some American citizens, I think 
from Rhode Island chiefly, who had gone into 
Paraguay, at the invitation of the President of 
Paraguay, and made large investments there, were 
maltreated and driven off, and other injuries done | 
to American citizens who were there; and our flag | 
was insulted, with the loss of life of one man, || 
which resulted in the expedition by which a treaty 
of amity and commerce was made with the Gov- 
ernment of Paraguay, and full indemnity provided 
for all injuries sustained by American citizens, 
and every avenue opened to us, so far as that, | 
which is one of the important States bordering on 
the river Platte and its tributaries, is concerned. 
I have not held any official intercourse or conver- 
sation with the Executive upon the subject of this 
mission; | have thought it wus desirable to have | 
such a mission, and I think it would be unadvis- 
able now to discourage, disaffect, or throw cold 
water on the relations that are growing up be- 
tween the United States and that Government, by 
the refusal of this minister, and the more espe- | 
cially as there is now in our country a minister 
from Paraguay, who has arrived within the last | 
few days, and who brought with him a commis- 
sion for the purpose of adjusting American claims 
under the convention made by Commissioner | 
Bowlin. I move the amendment which the chair- | 
man of the Finance Committee before presented | 
for an appropriation to that mission, | 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The amend- | 
ment will be read. 

_ The Secretary read the amendment, which is, in 
line fifteen, after the words ‘* Argentine Confed- 
eration,”’ toinsert “* Paraguay;”’ and in lines fifteen 
sea Strike out * $296,500,’’ and insert 
,000. 
_ Mr. CRITTENDEN. Thatis to include amin- 
ister to Paraguay ? 

Mr. MASON. Yes, sir. 
on CRITTENDEN. I would inquire of the | 

airman of the committee whether we have any 
Consul in Paraguay ? 

Mr. MASON. “We have a consul there. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN. I shall vote against this 
aeeeraee think one of the evils and one of the 
ineenaireed e oy is the multiplicity of our min- 
ane tdipnes ap ; emultplicity of treaties. They 
mal overwhelming in their numbers. I do 

ish to add to the expense or to the number 

ies thant A minister. at an expense of eight or | 
maa ne . ars a year, to Paraguay. We | 
me. wank there throu h whom, it seems to | 
that are cep up all the civilities and courtesies 
necessary between this Republic and the 











| he is as apt as not to get into one or two little 
| quarrels. 


| be considered, I think, very much in the charac- 
| ter that Mr. Bright, of England, denominated the 


| politicians. 


| received here. Still, sir, Lhave my own opinion 


; 
=- 
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Republic of Paraguay, and keep on very good 
terms with her. It has not scemed to me thatour 
quict and good understanding with foreign coun- 
tries, particularly with the small Governments of 


1} South America, has at all corr sponded with the 
}} number of our ministers. Each and every one of 


them seems to have anambition to negotiate, H 

must do something. He must come home ina 
short time, and he must bring alone with him 
some title to the nation’s attention, and to some 
degree of renown; a treaty he must have, or his 
time has been misspent; and,in making thattreaty, 


> 


I think, therefore, our peace will be best pre- 
served with nations of this description by consuls, 


| who, having no diplomatic ambition, no ambition 


to raise little strifes in order that petty treaties 


| may follow, will be willing to act as mediators in 


respect to all due civilitics and courtesies. I am 


|| totally opposed to the multiplication of this class 


a 
of officers. Often, and very often, with many 
honorable exceptions, these appointments may 


multitude of their diplomatic appointments—as a 


| sort of out-of-door relief given there to poor no- 


bility, he said; here, we may say, to unfortunate 
I want to see no multiplication of 
that class. I think the expenditure is a useless 
one, and I hope the amendment will not be made. 

Mr. HAMLIN. From the conversation which 
is clicited around me, and which is not heard in 
the Senate, I take it the amendment submitted by 
the Senator from Virginia is not very favorably 


upon it, and [am very decidedly of the opinion 


| that the amendment ought'to prevail. Taking 


the whole range of our diplomatic relations, I do 
not know but that I would concur with the Sen- 
ator from Kentucky, and say that consuls and 
consuls general might about as well perform the 
various offices that now devolve upon officers of 
ahigher grade. I do not know that I would not 
concur with that Senator in a radical reformation || 
of the whole system; but I am not quite certain | 
that his remarks are not as applicable to the 
whole diplomatic corps abroad as to the specific | 
point to which he alludes—the South American || 
Republics. 

Now, sir, I am in favor of thisamendment, be- 
cause I believe it will be really beneficial to the 
commercial intera@ts of this country. . We have || 
recently negotiated a treaty with Paraguay, and, 
in my judgment, a proper deportment on the part 
of our Government and a kind of reciprocity in 
treatment—they have sent a minister here—will 


| give to us, and ought to give us, the commerce of 
| all the South American Republics. We are much 


nearer to them than are the European States. We 
ought to command their commerce, if we are on 
equal terms with other Powers, from proximity, 
from the difference in freight, from the difference 
in time which it will take to communicate between 
these Republics and us, and between them and the |} 
European Governments. We ought to have it, | 
and I think we have lost it toa very great extent, 

unfortunately, and have not extended it for a va- 

riety of reasons. 

I think, having received here an officer of this | 
grade from the Gorernimentof Paraguay, we ought 
to, reciprocate by sending an officer of the same 
grade of our ownthere. I believe that if we only | 
cultivate the relations we ought to cultivate with | 
all the Republics in that region, by sending proper | 
and adequate and suitable officers there, we can 
open up a very large trade with them; and the | 
very small amount which is stipulated here: for 
that purpose, it seems to me, promises a very 
large return. These are the reasons which will 
induce me ito vote for this amendment, if I vote 
alone. 

Mr. MASON. The honorable Senator from Ken- 
tucky I could not hear very distinctly, because of 
his position; but I did understand from him that | 
he thought the office of consul at this Republic, 
and many others, would suffice for the public ser- | 
vice in conducting with them our diplomatic in- | 
tercourse. That honorable Senator knows very || 
well that a consul has no diplomatic power; that || 
he has no relations whatever to the Government || 
of the country where he resides; and that it isnot || 
in the power of the United States to vest him with || 
diplomatic relations. A diplomatic officer is an | 
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officer known to the public law; he is not the erea- 
ton of statute in any form; and it depends upon 
the public law, to which all nations are parties, 
vhether they will or will not hold intercourse 
with any particular grade of officer who is sent to 
them. The usage of nations is such that they do 
not hold official intercourse, and cannot be made 
to hold it, with any but one who comes there 
ina diplomatic garb. That may be considered as 
very artificial, rather unmeaning and technical, 
but itis not within our reach. ‘The Congress of 
the United States cannot vest any public officer 


| with diplomatic functions but an efficer of the 


grade, of the character known to the public law. 
What is our condition here with Cuba? We have 
a consul there; and we have attempted in vain to 
induce the Government of Spain to allow the co- 
lonial government in Cuba to hold official inter- 
course with our consul. All our public intercourse 
of every kind, affecting our relations to the Island 
of Cuba, has to be transacted with old Spain, 
through a public minister. 

Now, in reference to this particular case, I 


| would say, with all respect to the Senate, this: it 


results, of necessity, from the structure of the 
Government; and jt is a part of the law of the 
Government—it is the law of the Constitution— 
that the President of the United States, who hoids 


| the executive power, given to him eo nomine—not 


measured out or limited, for the executive power 
is vested in the President—constitutes one of the 
departments of the Government; and he is re- 


| sponsible to the American people for his manage- 
-ment of that department, as the Legislature is 
responsible for its management of the legislative. 


It results, therefore, that the public intercourse be- 
tween this country and all other countries must 
be regulated and conducted by the Executive; and 
we have no power to restrain the President (un- 
less by impeachment if he goes wrong, and that 
not in this branch, but in the other) further than 
this—a very salutary check: the Executive can- 
not hold official public intercourse with a foreign 
nation, that requires money, unless we appropri- 
ate it, 

Now, it is in the power of Congress, of course, 
if they believe as the honorable Senator from Ker- 
tucky, I understand, believes, that this office is 
necillebe or superfluous, to withhold the appropri- 
ation, and that paralyzes the Executive arm; butI 
would submit respectfully, without any regard 
whatever to the politics that divide the country, 
and ought always to divide the country from time 


| to time, thatthe just, the decorous, the patriotic ad- 


ministration of the Government requires of each 
ef the departments to give to the other, as far as 
it can exercise any restraint, a full opportunity to 
manage the department intrusted te him or them, 


| as the case may be, under his or thetr own respons- 


ibility. I suspect there are few Senators on this 
floor who have less respect for the mere pageantry 
of diplomatic intercourse than I have; but I ac- 
knowledge the obligations of public law as they 
govern civilized society and civilized nations in 
their intercourse with each other. I say, there- 
fore, with great courtesy to the honorable Sena- 
tor from Kentucky, thata consul is not recognized 


| in any foreign nation as a medium of communi- 
| cation with the country from which he comes; and 


that a statute of the United States cannot clothe 
him with that power. Hence, we must have no 
public intercourse by the Government of the Uni- 
ted States with the Government of Paraguay, or 
we must have it through a functionary known to 
the public law—the law of nations. 

Then, asto the necessity of it—again I may in- 
dividualize myself as a very humble member of 
this body—the part of the country from which I 
come has as little interest in the subject as any 
other State in the Union. But the wealth of a 
nation depends on her commerce. All will agree 
to that. Her products are of no value unless they 


| can be exchanged. I belong to a producing State. 


Other gentlemen beiong to the commercial States, 
who make exchanges. I am one of those who 
consider it my duty, and it is my interest, in serv- 
ing my constituents, by all legitimate, salutary, 


| and constitutional means, to open and extend 


every avenue of commerce, of every character, 
for the purpose of exchanging the products of this 
country. We are-the producers; others make the 
exchanges. : 
As I have-said, the Government of the United 
States, for the last three or four years, under two 
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Administrations, have employed a part of the | 


naval service in very successful explorations of 
the great tributaries of the river Platte. It isa 
very rich country. ‘Their principal, almost their 
exciusive, commerce has been with the European 
nations; their products are valuable; and the de- 
sign and desire is, by getting the right of way up 
their rivers, (which 2 been a difficulty,) and the 
right to navigate their rivers by concessions or by 
conventions, to stimulate our commerce into these 
channels. With the Government of Paraguay, 
as I have said, we have had a difficulty—a dif. 
culty that, I presume very strongly, never would 
have occurred if we had had a functionary there 
of a public character capable of holding inter- 
course with that Government; but a difficulty 
which it cost us some half a million dollars, prob- 
ably, to redress. We have opened the way for 
commerce, Our merchants will go there; our prod- 
ucts will go; our people will f° and, on the score 
of economy, the salary which is to be paid to the 
minister, multiplied by a hundred ten times, would 


not more than retribute the expense of a single | 
‘| been no reason for our minister being withdrawn; 
|| he still remains in that Republic, living in Quito 
|| with nothing on the face of the earth to do but to 
| repeat annually some experiment at a commercial 


expedition to redress the injuries to the commerce 
of the citizens of the United States, which wey 
be prevented by holding official relations with 


them, The salary is that which is fixed by law 


for all ministers of that grade not fixed in the | 


bill—#7,500. I think it would be injurious to 
: J 


withhold an appropriation for a minister to thac | 


country. 


Mr. BENJAMIN. Mr. President, I thought 


so decided against the allowance of this mission, 
so far as the vote of the Senate could control it, 
that it would scarcely be renewed; and I should 
not have deemed it necessary to say anything 
further on the subject had it not been fora remark 
of the Senator from Virginia broaching a doctrine 


which has been previously broached in the Sen- | 


ate, and to which I cannot for a moment yield my 
assent, even by silence; and that is, that the Con- 
stitution of the United States contemplated the es- 
tablishment by the President (without any con- 
tro] being exercised by, or any discretion being 
vested in, Congress) of any number of diplomatic 
missions abroad that he might think proper to 
initiate. 

I admit, sir, that the President has the power 
to name miniSters, to name diplomatic agents 
abroad; that it may frequently be very proper to 
do so during the recess of the Senate, or even 
pending the session of the Senate, in case of ur- 
gency and for particular business; but I do not ad- 
mit that, by any just interpretation of the terms of 


the Constitution, power is vested in the President | 
‘| ship to trade with Paraguay, or send a steamer up 


of the United States to establish permanent mis- 
sions abroad at his discretion. 
the Constitution is the same in relation to minis- 
ters as it is in relation to judges of the Supreme 
Court. It gives the President power, * by and 
with the advice and consent of the Senate, to make 
treatics, provided two thirds of the Senators pres- 
ent concur; and he shall nominate and, by and 
with the advice and consent of the Senate, shall 
appoint embassadors, other public ministers, and 
consuls, judges of the Supreme Court, and all 
other officers of the United States,” &c. 


The clause evidently places the judges of the || 


Supreme Court and foreign ministers in the same 
category; that is to say, it has reference merely 
to the appointing power of the President, and 
does not at all contemplate the case of the initia- 
tion of missions any more than it would author- 
ize the President of the United States, without 
the action of Congress, to nominate and appoint 
jadges of the Supreme Court. I think that the 


true construction is, that the President, although | 


he may send a minister abroad, is dependent upon 
the action of Congress for the pay of that min- 
ister; and although we might not Lecisste at any 
time to refuse payment to a minister thus sent, 
we may very properly, in the exercise of our con- 
stitutional power, refuse to recognize a permanent 
mission abroad by refusing any permanent ap- 

ropriation. That is what I say in this instance. 
ir the proposition was for a temporary minister 
abroad, as a matter of compliment to a sister Re- 
public, I should not deem it necessary to say a 
word on the subject. However idle and unneces- 
sary I might deem the pageant on the occasion, or 
however unnecessary the expense to be incurred, 
it would be a small matter. But, sir, we are in- 
creasing these foreign diplomatic appointments 





he language of 





in a manner that is absolutely extravagant; and 
when these missions onte take hold they never 
cease; they are never stopped. I remember one 
instance. Some years ago, the Republic of Ecua- 
dor, which is rossessed of, I think, some three 
or four hundred thousand inhabitants, the capital 
city of which is on the Andes—I believe the high- 
est inhabited city on the globe—having one small 
seaport town, at which we have a consul, sent us 
a minister here. He remained here for a year or 
two. It was considered proper, just as it is now 
in the case of Paraguay, to recognize this cour- 
tesy, by naming a minister in return to the Re- 
public of Ecuador. The relations between the 
countries for the last five or six years have been 
commercial relations, confined to the annual dis- 
patch of a single vessel from the port of Guay- 
aquil by our consul there, who is the only Amer- 
ican merchant in the place. The Republic of 
Ecuador, poor, unable to keep up the expense of 
an extensive foreign staff, withdrew, at the end 
of two or three years, its minister here, because 
it was not able to pay his salary; but that has 


treaty, by way of giving us knowledge that he 


exists. 
Mr. CRITTENDEN. Whois he? 
I do not know who the 


Mr. BENJAMIN. 


| present incumbent is. I know very well the gen- 
that the indication of the sense of the Senate was || 


tleman who was therea few years ago, because I 
myself paid a visit to Quito and saw him there— 


/avery worthy, estimable gentleman, to whom I 


was indebted for kindly hospitalities—perfectly 
competent and able to represent the interests of 


the country, but having really, in my judgment, 


nothing to do; not seeing an American once in six 
months, and considering ita perfect godsend when 
a fellow-citizen came near him with whom he 
could exchange a few words in his native lan- 
guage. Yet there is the mission, and there it will 
remain. What for? To pension some disap- 
pointed office-seeker or politician—out-door relief 
for a broken down politician, as the Senator from 


| Kentucky says. 


Now we are to establish a mission in Paraguay. 
What commercial relations have we with her? 
None whatever. It is admitted that none exist. 


_Is there any prospect of any? Yes, gentlemen 


say, we hope to have commercial relations with 
that country. How are eommegeial relations with 


that country to ke promoted bY having a minis- | 


ter residing there? In what way? Will a sol- 
itary merchant in the United States send outa 


| the river, because we have a minister residing 
there? Is there one who will be influenced by 
that consideration? 
with Paraguay is a profitable business, the spirit 
of enterprise of our people is sufficiently enlight- 
ened, their eagerness for legitimate gain is suffi- 
ciently active, toinduce them to engage in the busi- 

| ness without the paraphernalia attendant on the 
establishment of a minister there. 

If you get the minister there, you will never 
get him away. Since I have been in the Senate, 
| have never seena proposition from any quarter 
to discontinue any consulship, however unneces- 

sary it may be, however, useless it may have 
nroved. Here is $7,500 a year. That is equiva- 
ent to an outright expenditure of $150,000. That 
is the interest on $150,000 at the rate at which 
_ Government borrows money. Is it worth to us 
$150,000 to put a minister in Paraguay? Can 
anybody say itis worth that? Is there any neces- 
sity for it? On the contrary, does not experience 
teach us, as the Senator from Kentucky has so 
well said, that we are more apt to get into 
rels; that there are more subjects for making little 
| disputes about, with these ministers who have 
nothing to do, in small and remote States, than 
any advantage which can-be gained, either directly 
or indirectly, from their presence? I think it is 
time we should exercise some control over this 
subject. 
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If the business to be done | 


uar- 


he Senator from Virginia [Mr. Hunter] ad- 
mits that the Committee on Finance,a few years 
ago, desired to inaugurate a system of appropria- 
tions for a minister to Persia, with no seaport, or | 
but a single miserable seaport on the Persian gulf 
place at which our citizens had any com- 
' munication at all—doing all its commerce by cara- 
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| vans across the.desert. Wew 
| ister there, to ride out with the Shah’s 
prance about on horseback in 
| the courtiers, and go back to 


Officers 
the afternoon With 


¢ 2 the palace aga; 
with nothing on earth to do; no commercial 


| 
| tions whatever—just as we have none now wi: 
| Paraguay; just as we have none worth menti > 
| ing with Ecuador; just as we have none w = 
mentioning with haifa dozen other insignificayr 
petty States that I might name, if [had sens 
our foreign ministers before me. _ 
I think the House of Representatiy 
wisely in refusing this appropriation, 
to arrest our ovepe in this path. We all Speak of 
economy, but deaven knows I cannot imagine 
subject on which expenditure is more ata 
worthless than it is in this whole System of no; 
inating foreign ministers to places wher - 
no relations whatever. I trust the Senat 
sist in its refusal of this appropriation. 
Mr.GREEN. Mr. President, the Senator from 
Louisiana is a little mistaken. Our relations wit) 
Ecuador are of greater importance than he ima- 
gines. The old Colombian Government embraced 
Ecuador, Venezuela, and New Granada. When 
they dissolved that Government, they made a dj. 
vision of the obligations to foreign Governments 
| New Granada assumed fifty per cent. of those ob. 
ligations; Venezuela thirty-one and one half per 
_ cent.; and Ecuador twenty-eight and one half per 
cent. Our citizens have, to this day, more thay 
three hundred thousand dollars of claims against 
the three Governments, to be paid in the propor- 
|} tion which I have named by the division and the 
agreement at the time of the dissolution of the 


es has done 
It is time 


we have 
€ will per. 





| Colombian Government. I hold it to be the duty 
of this Government to protect its citizens; and 
when our citizens, although they may be on the 
northeastern coast, have, in commercial enter- 
prises, sustained losses, I hold myself respons. 
ible to assist in securing them adequate remuner- 
ation and redress. That redress has not yet been 
afforded. A portion of it has, but all has not, 
There is therefore an existing necessity for a 
| minister at Quito, the capital of Ecuador; there 
is a necessity for having one at Bogota, the capi- 
tal of New Granada, which assumed fifty per cent. 
of the debt; and, besides all this, there is a com- 
merce and a business, of which the Senator seems 
io be entirely ignorant. Besides the commerce 
from Guayaquil, which comes up and crosses the 
isthmus at Panama, there is a large commerce 
across the plains and down the Cauca, to Mag- 
dalena, by Sabanilla, and by ship thence to New 
York. A part of the commerce is in what we call 
Panama hats, but what they call Jippapipa hats; 
a large portion of itis in Peruvian bark as we call 
it, or Jesuit bark as they call it. There are vari- 
|| ous other articles of commerce. To pay for these 
things, cotton goods are shipped there and vari- 
ousarticles ofeastern manufacture. These are facts 
that I know to be true: but whether true or not, 
knowing the claims of our citizens against those 
Republics, it is our duty to be properly repre- 
sented, so as to get proper redress. 

So far as Paraguay is concerned, all I have to say 
_isthis: there was avery serious difficulty between 
our Governmentand that. It was adjusted on hon- 
| orable terms with the President, Lopez. It is our 
_ duty to meet his courtesies with the proper degre? 
| of respect. We can only do it by sending a min- 
| ister of the same grade. When the Senator says 
| thataministeronceem loyed is never recalled, and 
| a ministry once established is never abolished, | 
| 
| 


| 











have but to say to him, in this growing country, 
when a Territory is created, it is never abolished; 
As with our 
so with our 
It must con- 
dit 


\| we grow; we expand; we increase. 
| population; as with our commerce, 

necessities for intercourse abroad. 
tinue to grow and continue to increase; an " 
| ought; and it is one of the strongest evidences 0 
|| the continuing prosperity of this country. |. 
| Mr. CRITTENDEN. Mr. President, ! wis’ 
| to say a word only in reply to my i - 
| Virginia, and principally to say to him — r 

_doubtedly 1 made no remark in any spirit of © 
| kindness or discourtesy towards him. Ht 

Mr. MASON. Certaitfly not. I never thoug 

of it. 
Mr. 
men in the body or out of it for hai 
respect than for the Senator from Virginia. ss 

simply differ in opinion with him as to then 


sity or propriety of sending this mission. ! 


NDEN. There are few gentle 
CRITTENDEN. | There are ty ono 
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and T instances they do harm rather than good. 
ae cffort to negotiate, in the effort to do some- 
In a they get up a strife in order to make a treaty. | 
There is some ficele difficulty or other, and it is 
fussed alfput until cause is got up for a treaty; and 
we have a treaty here, and the Senate 1s ca led on | 
to ratify its and through all this grand process the 
name of the negotiator 1s necessarily canvassed, 


| 

i s —e 
have a deep and abiding conviction that in | 
! 


and, as he imagines, leaves behind ita sort of some- 
thing like fame. That is the ambition. ; 
“Now, my friend from Louisiana is not entirely 
correct, though in the general heis. Hehasknown | 
of no mission that has been discontinued. I will 
tell him one. While I was on one occasion tem- 
orarily acting in the absence of the Secretary of | 
State, performing ad interim his duties fora week 
or two, there arrived here an old friend of mine, 
one whom I valued a great deal, too, and he told | 
me had been abroad. He was sent out as minis- 
terto some little Republic in the mountains ofSouth 
America, Bolivia, or Ecuador, or some other. He 
eave me an account of his travels and of the coun- 
ore, He had traversed the Andes and scaled the 
Cordilleras, &e., and at last he reached the spot 
where he was told he should find a Government, 
and that very Government to which he had been 
sent. He got there. He said that, upon inquiry, | 
he was told that the Government had left there a 
few days, or perhaps a few wecks before, and 
gone somewhere else further into the mountains. 
There was, however, a fragment of the late Gov- 
ernment—a man hovering about there who had | 
been Secretary of War. He approaching nearer 
the character of the Government than anything 
else he saw or heard of, he addressed himself to 
that Secretary of War. He had had a very dis- 
agreeable travel through the mountains to get | 
there, and was ina bad humor to find himself with 
no Government there. He fell foul of this Seere- |! 
tary of War with his diplomatic correspondence. || 
He was not very well versed in diplomatics, and | 
I suppose his letter was not very courteous. He 
received a reply in consonance with the letter, 
which he immediately followed by a peremptory 
challenge to fight a duel. (Laughter. | He thought 
that belonged to the department to which he was 
addressing himself, and he challenged him imme- 
diately to mortal combat. Not being able to ob- | 
tain a meeting with this Secretary of War, he | 
abandoned the country as utterly unworthy ofall | 
further negotiation or any treaties of peace what- | 
ever, and came right home; and that was the end 
of his mission. [{Laughter.] 
_ There was one mission discontinued. [ admit it | 
is very seldom the case that such things happen; 
but I do not believe, to speak seriously, Mr. Pres- 
ident, that these missions do us any good. Con- 
suls cannot occupy or fulfill the whole diplomatic 
character, 1 know; but they are officers of the || 
Government, and can be made use of for commu- || 
nication between other Governments and this, 
and can attend to the business of the country. I 
do not see that we have any diplomacy to at- 
tend to with Paraguay. I believe that we shall 
be as well without this mission. I would make | 
use of sere means to prevent Paraguay consid- | 
ering it a discourtesy. I would have the Gov- | 
ernment assure her that we think the business | 
with her can be done by consuls—we now being 
both friends—and that we think a mission unne- | 
cessary. That is all our object; no disrespect 
whatever. We wish peace and friendship and 
courtesy with her. We will endeavor to accom- 
lish that without the costly machinery of a dip- 
omatic mission; and I think we can well do it. || 
[hope this amendment will not prevail. | 
in Ag MASON. I wish to say but a single word |, 
' telerence to what fell from the Senator from 
| 
| 


Oulsiana. [am sure I could not have under- | 
stood that Senator aright, if I understood his rea- 
oan to be that, because the Constitution gave 
0 the President power to appoint judges of the || 
Supreme Court, and all other officers of a certain || 
-. by and with the advice and consent of the |, 
e, and in the same sentence gave to the Pres- 
aes pews ‘© appoint embassadors and other | 
<n " with the advice and consent of the | 
wminie a erefore embassadors and other foreign | 
4 pa rye to be considered as holding offices | 
fives oa by law, for the reason that the of- 1 
lnited & ne judges of the Supreme Court of the 

tates and other offices of the Government | 


| itif he thinks proper. 


were created by law. gIf that is’ the Senator’s 
reading of the Constitution, it is not mine. 

Mr. BENJAMIN. It is not exactly what I 
said. I said that the power which was claimed 
for the Executive to establish permanent missions 
abroad, without the interference of Congress, was, 


power; and I said, if the power given to the Pres- 


|! as I understood, claimed under that grant of | 


ident was only claimed from that clause of the | 


to judges of the Supreme Court; and therefore it | 


was plain the power was not there given. 

Mr. MASON. If L understand it, the power 
of the President to originate a foreign mission 
results from that clause of the Constitution which 
vests the executive power in the President. The 
executive power is the only power*that can hold 
intercourse with foreign nations; the only power 
that does hold intercourse with them; the only 
organ through which this Government can be 


by which the American people can reach a foreign 
nation; and as I read the Constitution, having 


devolved on the President all the executive power, | 


there results, not a power to create the office of 


foreign minister, for that is an office created by | 


the public law, but it results that, if we have a 
foreign minister at all, the President is to indicate 
to what country that minister is to be sent. 


pointed by the President without the intervention 
of the Senate, but the President is to indicate the 
mission. It is not in the power of the two Houses 


| of Congress, jointly or separately, to institute a 
\| mission, unless the President at least concurs in 


it. You may do this: you may appropriate a 


sum of money for a foreign minister toa Govern- | 


| ment with which we have no diplomatic inter- 
| course; but when you have done that, what have 


youdone? You have made, I should think, a 
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that accredits him to the foreign court, or in the 


, Appropriation. The appropriations are made from 


year to year, 

Now, sir, as to what has been "said by that 
honorable Senator and by others, as to the unne- 
cessary increase of our foreign missions, Lam not 
prepared to answer. [am uninformed; but I see 
at once a difference of opinion arises. The hon- 
orable Senator, who said he was at one time in 
Ecuador, drew his conclusion that it was wnne- 
cessary to have & minister there. He was imme- 
diately replied to by the Senator from Missouri, 
who had been in that region of country; who 
kuew the relations subsisting between this coun- 
try and the ere of Ecuador, and he thought 
otherwise. When such doctors differ, who is to 
Iam altogether uninformed. The early 


pee of the Government was this, as defined 


y the first statute that was passed: The first Con- 


| gress that assembled under the Constitution, in 
reached by a foreign nation; it is the only organ || 


making appropriations for the support of the 
Government, made an appropriation, I think, of 
$40,000 for the expense of foreign missions, and 
did no more, leaving it entirely to the President to 
determine to what countries the ministers should 
be sent with the appropriation. Further than 


_ this, they limited the amount which should be 


very inoflicial, unconstitutional suggestion to the || 
President of what he ought to do; but you inti- || 


mate to him that, if he will send a minister there, 
the money is supplied. 


ence with foreign nations or intercourse with them 
is through the Executive alone, the Executive 
alone is competent, on an extended view of the 
whole subject, to decide where the public interest 


requires that weshall have diplomatic intercourse. | 


pendent of Congress; and he does not hold it in- 
dependent of Congress, only because he cannot 
execute it unless we make an appropriation. 
Now, what is the usual course? The usual 
course is for the President to recommend that an 
appropriation be made to send a minister to a par- 
ticular country, and he may give his reasons for 


Congress, judging, if they choose to judge, (they 
have a right to do it, and there are occasions, | 
have no doubt, when it would be an expedient 
exercise of discretion,) on such information as 
they can obtain, of the expediency, and, if it 1s 
deemed inexpedient, to withhold the appropria- 
tion. That is the very case here. The Execu- 
tive has recommended, through the Committee of 
Waysand Means, that there should bean appropri- 
ation for a minister to Paraguay. There is no man 


unless the appropriation is made; but when he is 
appointed, he is appointed not by virtue of any 


office that the appropriation creates, but he is ap- | 
| pointed to fill an office created by the public law, 
|| which the President says ought to be filled, in this | 


instance, in Paraguay. That is my reading of the 
Constitution. 


I do not exactly understand what the very able | 


and learned Senator from Louisiana means by a 
permanent mission. What is the difference be- 
tween a mission that is permanent, and one that 
is not permanent? i 


amen enn none will be appointed, I presume, | 


And then it devolves on | 


A mission is permanent or | 


not at the discretion of the Executive, or the dis- | 


cretion of Congress. 
nency in one place than another, unless it results 
from usage that there are some countries with 
which we have such constant intercourse that it 
would be very unadvisable to discontinue the mis- 


sion. That may*make it permanent; but there is || 


no character of that kind assigned to it, either in 
the tenure of the office of the minister, in the letter 


There is no greater perma- | 


given to each minister; that the Presidest should 


' || not give to any miister more than a salary of 
The Constitution says that when you come to | 


| designate the functionary, he shall not be ap- 


$9,000, and an outfit of $9,000; and I think, ac- 
cording to my recollection, in subsequent years, 
nothing more was done than to enlarge that ap- 
propriation from time to time as the public inter- 
ests were enlarged by the increase of the country 
and our foreign intercourse. I have no further 
interest in this matter than to discharge what 
strikes me as a public duty—to establish inter- 
course with Paraguay. 

Mr. BENJAMIN. I will only say one word, 
and that is in reference to the constitutional ques- 
tion. I agree perfectly with the Senator from 
Virginia as he has now explained his meaning. 
I understood him at first to assert that the Presi- 


| dent had the right to regulate this matter of for- 


All that I meant to say || 
| was that, because the Constitution devolved upon 
| the President the duty of regulating our inter- | 
| course with foreign nations, and as all correspond- 


eign intercourse at his own discretion, and that it 
would not be a fair exercise of the discretion of 
Congress to refuse an appropriation, because the 
President had done no more than he had a con- 


| stitutional right to do; that we were therefore in 


, I do not mean to say he holds that power inde- || 


some degree bound to approve his act; but I see 
now that he and I agree perfectly. We have as 
much right to refuse an appropriation without a 
violation of faith as he has to make the appoint- 
ment; and, therefore, practically the power can 
only be exercised by him concurrently with Con- 
gress. 

As regards permanent missions, all I meant to 
say was this: it has been a very common practice, 
and was much more usual in the early period of 
our history, and I wish it were resumed, to send 
out special ministers to foreign nations for partic- 
ular purposes, and when the purpose was accom- 
plished they came home. If, as I said before, the 
proposition was to make an appropriation to send 
out a special minister to Paraguay, with a view to 
a particular service, I would not object to the ap- 
ene but this name is at once thrust into 
the long list of permanent appropriations. I call 
them permanent, not because an annual renewal of 
the appropriation is not necessary, but permanent 
practically, that is, established missions abroad, 
which require an actual refusal of appropriation 
by Congress to enable us to discontinue them; and, 
indeed, a refusal of appropriation would hardly 
suffice, because these appropriations are made en 
masse, and the President would find means, under 
those circumstances, to pay a foreign minister. If 
we once had the spemnenenn increased to the sum 
necessary to include Paraguay, unless there was 
some exclusion in the language of the act, it would 
be permanent practically, established permanent- 


| ly, saddled as a burden on the Treasury. That 


| is what I mean; and it is that that I am desirous 
| of avoiding. 


As regards my friend from Missouri, who thinks 
it is very important to have a minister to Ecuador, 
because some twenty-five or thirty yearsago Ecua- 
dor assumed to pay $300,000 to our citizens, I 


| think the Senator would find, if he made a calcu- 


| lation, that it would be much chea 


r for our Gov- 


| ernment to pay the $300,000 than keep up the mis- 


| 


sion. I ask what the value of the mission has 


|, been, if twenty-five or thirty years have not suf- 
|| ficed to secure the payment of the money, and you 


th 


dts ee F 
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must still keep up the minister there, with as little 


hope and prospect of ever getting the $300,000 as 
at first? There is no money paid. The nation is 
unable to pay any. The presence of the minis- 
ter there does not help to pay it. The nation docs 
not repudiate its obligations; but it has not got the 
money to pay them. ‘That was its condition, as 
I ascertained it at the time I was there. I shall 
say nothing further on this subject. I think the 
debate has gone far enough. 

Mr.GREEN. The Senator is wholly mistaken, 
as he was before. There are claims unadjusted, 
contreverted. When the dissolution of the Co- 
lombian Government took place, it was in 1830— 
thirty years ago. Since that time we have recov- 
ered a portion of the claims, and our ministers are 
annually and periodically adjusting a portion of 
our claims for indemnity. The Senator is mis- 
taken when he says it would be better for the Uni- 
ted States to assume the debt and pay it; but even 
if he is not mistaken, will he vote the payment of 
the debt? I know he will not. 

Mr. BENJAMIN. No,I willnot. 1 think all 
the money you have got would not pay the salary 
of the minister. That is what I mean. In that 
sense, | mean it would be cheaper to pay the debt 
than to pay the minister. 

Mr. GREEN. If the Senetor will look at the 
records, he will find the contrary. A larger por- 
tion has been recovered than the cost of the mis- 
sion, and besides, it has been the means of opening 
up, or aiding in opening up, a commerce which 
‘s of immense importaice. I made the remark 
with regard to Ecuador, because the Senator tried 
te diminish the importance of that place. I do 
not know who fills the mission. It was not for 
the purpose of showing the necessity of a mission 
there, but to answer his objection against the mis- 
sion there. 

But again: the Senator from Kentucky says 
that a certain old particular friend of his went to 
some Government—hce has forgotten what—could 
not find the Government, presented his creden- 
tials to the Secretary of War, and was insulted, 
and called him out to mortal combat. Well, any 
man sent abroad who wil! present his credentials 


to the Secretary of War, instead of the Minister 


of Foreign Relations ought to be insulted, and is 
80 utterly incompetent that if we could get no bet- 
ter man, that mission ought to be discontinued. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN. He was not recalled; 
he returned voluntarily. 

Mr. HUNTER. I hope we shall have a vote 
on this question, The amendment docs not in- 
volve much, certainly not this great constitutional 
question. It is a mere question of propriety 
whether we shall authorize this mission or not, 
and [ hope the Senate will determine it in some 
way or other at once. 


The amendment was rejected; there being, ona | 


division—ayes thirteen; noes not counted. 

Mr. DAVIS. 
in after line nincty-s!x, containing the appropria- 
tion for the northwestern boundary commission: 


Provided, That when the boundary line is determined 
tween the Pacific ocean and the Rocky Mountains, any un- 


I have an amendment to come | 


expended balance of this appropriation shall be applicable | 


to the determination of that portion of the boundary which 
lies east of the Rocky Mountains, and which has not, as 
vet, been traced on the face of the earth ; and that the Uni- 
ted States commissioner be, and he is hereby, authorized, 


in connection with the commissioner of Great Britain, to | 


determine and trace said boundary line eastward of the 
liecky Mountains, as far as the Lake of the Woods. 


In 1856, 


A very brief explanation will suffice. 


when the first appropriation was made to trace | 


the boundary line between the Territory of Wash- 
ington and the British possessions, it seems to 
have been supposed that, by the treaty of 1846, 
we had determined the whole northern bound- 


ary line, at least so far as the forty-ninth parallel | 


constitutes it; for, in that first Sg ren the 
amount appropriated was limite 

of the line which was between the Pacific ocean 
and the Rocky Mountagns. This indicates very 
clearly, to my mind, that it was supposed by 
Congress that the treaty of 1846 determined 
the boundary from the Lake of the Woods to the 


Pacific ocean. There were many reasons why | 


they should require the line to be commenced on 
the Pacific ocean, which it is not necessary now 
to consider. But we find ourselves in the condi- 
tion of a treaty which isabout to be executed un- 
der this appropriation, so far as the land portion 


of the boundary live is concerned; and then, in- | 


stead of the same treaty (as seems to have been 


the supposition of Congregs when the act of 1856, || 


making the appropriation, was passed,) extending 


to the boundary on the east side of the Rocky || 


Mountains, that portion of our boundary was 
provided for by the convention, of 1818, but has 
not been traced upon the face of the earth. Our 


settlements, in the amean time, have extended | 
along some portion of that line, in the valley of 


the Red River of the North, and it has become im- 
portant that we should know what is the exact 


dividing line between the British possessions and | 


the United States. 


Unless*the amendment which I have offered be | 


adopted, when the commissioner has reached the 
Rocky Mountains it will devolve upon him to re- 
turn to the Pacific ocean, and bring home all his 


assistants,and make out his report of so much of | 
the boundary as lies between the Pacific ocean | 
and the Rocky Mountains; and I believe the ex- || 


pense of returning from the Pacific coast thus to 


find his way to the Atlantic coast, will be equal | 
to a sam which would serve to extend the line | 
considerably on the cast side of the Rocky Mount- || 


ains and towards the Mississippi river. cross- 
ing over the Rocky Mountains in the fall of th 

year, when his labors will terminate, and going 
to Fort Benton, he will be in a position there to 


| reecive his supplies in the spring, and much mere 


| ° . | 

economically can extend the line to the Lake of || 
the Woods than can ever be done if this organi- | 
zation be broken up and the work afterwards re- | 


newed. 
‘These are the»principal considerations in offer- 
ing the amendment. 


Mr. HUNTER. 


to complete the survey, which, according to the 


statement of the Department, was required by the | 


treaty; that is, the line west of the Rocky Mount- 


ains, making in all about three hundred and fifty | 


_ miles. I do not know—the Senator from Missis- 
| Sippi is a better judge of that subject than I am— 
| whether any surplas will remain out of this ap- 


propriation; but my objection to the amendment 


18, that it will initiate another survey; it will com- 


/ a vote would attach any responsibility to me, of | 


mence a survey of all that portion of our north- 
ern boundary between the Lake of the Woods 
and the Rocky Mountains. 
proper to be done, but it ought to be begun now 
as a separate and independent enterprise. We 


ought, at least, to know whether the British Gov- | 


ernment will join us, so that the survey, when 
made, shall bind both Governments. In the ab- 
sence of all that information, it seems to me an 


|| appropriation bill just here is not the place to 


commence such an enterprise or such a survey as 
that. If the Senator will bring it up as a separate 
bill, or if he will give us all the information neces- 
sary, perhaps by the time some other appropria- 
uuon bill may come up to which it may be ger- 
mane, | may vote with him; but in the present 
state of my information upon the subject, I should 
be unwilling to take the responsibility, so far as 


| initiating an additional survey, as it seems to me 


| other words, a very good argument for the propo- | 


this would be; that is,a survey between the Rocky 
Mountains and the Lake of the Woods. 
Mr. DAVIS. The Senator has stated, only in 


sition which I make. The estimate, as he must 
be aware, covers the expense of taking the party 
from the Rocky Mountains back to the Pacific 
ocean, and bringing them from there to this por- 
tion ef the United States. That sum of money, 
if expended in extending the line agreed upon by 
the convention of 1818, would carry the party far 
to the eastward of the Rocky Mountains. So far 
from there being anything valid in his objection 
that this is beginning a work, and that f ought 


_to bring it up and inaugurate it by a new act, he 


to the portion | 


must be aware that there has been a party in that 
remote region with their instruments, and if we 
scatter them,and afterwards reorganize a party re- 
quiring new instruments and new assistants, send- 
ing them into the field will involve a very heavy 
expenditure as well as delay in the work. That 
portion of the water boundary which constituted 


| the agreement or treaty of 1846 certainly involved 
us in liability to controversy with Great Britain, 
and it was needful to have it speedily executed; 


| tween the Pacific ocean and 


but except that, there is no — of the line be- 
and the Rocky Mountains 
which was nearly so important as that between 


ee 


Mr. President, as it now || 
stands, we have appropriated what is estimated | 


This may be very |) 
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| the Mississippi river and the tine. 
of the valley of the Red River of the New? 

The importance of tracing and markin rs 
- —_ S = —- cographical line 
very much n the liability toc 
of the lead aud the hazard Weekauen wd value 
the people residing on the two sides of je “— 
have been surveying a line on the west sif. of : 
Rocky Mountains, now hastening to comple the 
| along which there isno probability of contact. 1, 

a remote period, indeed, if we ever shall haver = 
lation there. ‘The same is true immediate] 
|| east side of the Rocky Mountains; but aie we 

proach the Mississippi river, the fact dame = 
| there it is important that the line should be traced 
|| I see no advantage, therefore, in delay, | ae : 

creased expenditure in consequence cf delay An 
to the British Government being associate “a 
us, that was so plainly a requisite, that it is Stated 
in the amendment. e have fallen into Vast con- 
fusion, in the legislation, at least, in reward to the 
survey of that boundary. It was originally su - 
a that the commissioner appointed by Great 
|, Britain was to run the whole line; but it was after- 
|| wardsascertained that the commissionerappointed 
_ by Great Britain had no authority, eXcept to de- 
| fine the water boundary. Then another commis. 
| sioner was appointed to survey the land bound- 
| ary; and my impression is, though I am not able 
to state it at all positively, that the commissioner 
appointed by Great Britain for the survey of the 
land boundary has authority which would suf. 
fice until he reaches the Lake of the Woods 
or, indeed, unless we consider the residue of the 
boundary settled, until he reaches Lake Supe- 
rior. 

Mr. HUNTER. What will remain of this es- 
|| timate, I do not know, nor does the Senator from 
Mississippi. The Department estimates that this 
sum may be required to finish the survey to the 
Rocky Mountains—three hundred and fifty miles. 
| Of course the party will have to come home; and 
it will cost no more to come home in one digge- 
tion than the other, I presume; probably less to 
| come home by the Pacific ocean than to cross the 
| country on the eastern side of the Rocky Mount- 
ains. We know that anything which might re- 
main of this appropriation would be a mere drop 
in the bucket towards executing the survey cast of 
| the Rocky Mountains to the Lake of the Woods. 
| When we have once commenced, we shall go on; 
| we shall have an estimate from year to year until 
| the work isaccomplished. It seems to me such an 
| enterprise as this we ought not to enter on inthis 
| hasty manner. We ought to wait until we have 
| 
| 
| 
| 


Ng upon 
depends 





| an estimate. There is no proposition from any 
of the Departinents; there is no statement of what 
it is to cost. 1 do not know that there is any stip- 
ulation by which we shouid have a joint commis- 
| sion to run the boundary. Under these circum- 
| stances, I think I am right in asking a delay in 
| commencing such an expenditure. What is the 
| reason of using the little balance that may exist, 
for running a little part of this survey, unless we 
intend to cary it on, and if we intend to carry tt 
|; on, why commit the Government to the under- 
| taking until we know something more about it? I 
think it would be better to wait and mature this 
scheme, and bring it forward hereafter, either m 
|| an independent bill or otherwise. 
'| Mr. HAMLIN called for the yeas and nays; 
| and they were ordered; and being taken, resulted 
| —yeas 26, nays 9; as follows: 
| YEAS—Messrs. Benjamin, Bigler, Clark, Clay, Colla- 
mer, Davis, Fitch, Fitzpatrick, Foot, Grimes, Gwit, Ham- 
lin, Harlan, Hemphill, Johnson of Arkansas, Johnson of 
Tennessee, Lane, Latham, Mallory, Nicholson, Polk, Kice, 


| 
Saulsbury, Sebastian, Sumner, and Wigiall—25. : 
NAYS—Messrs. Chandler, Fessenden, Hammond, Ifu- 
| 





ter, Iverson, Mason, Powell, Simmons, aud Tea Eyck—*. 
So the amendment was agreed to. 


The amendments were ordered to be engrossed, 
and the bill to be.read a third time. It was ree 
the third time and passed; and the title of the bill 
was amended by adding the words “‘ and for other 
purposes.”” 

PAY OF THE NAVY. 


| Mr. MALLORY. If there be no further wns 
ness before the Senate, I move to take up the 7 
in regard to the pay of the Navy, not for the pu 


se of considering it to-day. , 
PeThe PRESIDING OFFICER. The bill now 
before the Senate in regular order is the home 
stead bill. 
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” Site MALLORY. But I desire, with the con- | 


nt of the Senator from Missouri, whe has the 
- on that bill, to make this motion, for it will 
not interfere 
Senator trom 
circymstances, 


Missouri will give way, under the 
for the purpose of considering the 


with that bill; and I presume the | 


val bill to-morrow. I am anxious to have it | 
maya: 


taken up 


then. 


to-morrow. The amendment which the | 
nator from Maine has proposed will be printed | 
[move to take up this bill, so that when | 


we adjourn we shall adjourn on it, and leave it | 


. the unfinished business for to-morrow. 
* the PRESIDING OFFICER. The question 


ig on the motion of the Senator from Florida, to 


alie i 2 > 
ot the pay of the Navy of the United States. 


Mr. MALLORY. When the bill is before the 


Sonate I shall ask to have it passed over inform- || 
cue . . . 
“ily. so that when we adjourn we may adjourn || 


liv, - . 
= that bill before the Senate. 

The motion to take up the bill was agrced to; 
and it was read the second time. __ ah 

Mr. MALLORY. Let us pass it over inform- 
ally. Y 

Mr. GWIN. Let us pass it now. ) be 

Mr. MALLORY. The amendment of the Sen- 
ator from Maine is not printed yet. 

The PRESIDING OF FICER. By general con- 
sent it will be passed over informally. 

There being no objection, the bill was passed 
over. 

SALE OF ARMS. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The next bill 


before the Senate regularly is the homestead bill. 
Mr. DAVIS. I move to postpone that with a 


view to take up the bill (S. No. 45) to provide for || 
the sale of arms to the States, which has been sev- | 


eral times discussed. : 

The motion was agreed to; and the Senate re- 
sumed the consideration of the bill (S. No. 45) to 
authorize the sale of public arms to the several 
States and Territories, and to regulate the ap- 
pointment of superintendents of the national arm- 
ories, the pending question being on the amend- 
ment of Mr. Hate, in the fifth line of section two, 


up the bill (S. No. 299) to increase and regu- | 


after the word ** repealed,’’ tostrike out th@words, | 


‘and that the surperintendents of those armories 
shall hereafter be selected from officers of the ord- 
nance corps.” 

Mr. DAVIS. That question has been so fully 
discussed heretofore that I believe I have nothing 
to add. I have received a statement in relation to 
the course of instruction at West Point, showing 


how fully it covers that branch of mechanics | 
which is so requisite to one who takes charge of | 
these armories; but the subject has been so much || ate av 
|| sized balls to their muskets, or Minie guns, or 


Mr MASON. When this bill was before the | 


discussed that it is unnecessary. 


Senate on a former occasion, in reference to the 
particular clause now under consideration, in 
some way, I do not*know how, an impression 


prevailed, that was alluded to afterwards by my | 


colleague here, that in some remarks I made on || 


the expediency of changing the present mode of 
superintendence at the armories, I had spoken in 
some way disparagingly of the officer who is in 
charge as superintendent at Harper’s Ferry. I 
only want the permission of the Senate to allow 
me for an instant to do justice to that officer, 
and to remove any such impression. The gen- 
leman who is now the superintendent at Har- 
per’s Ferry is one who has been known to me, 
and his family before him, for a great many years. 

know him personally; and I do not know any 
man more ae to discharge the duties, or 
who, so far as I know or have reason to believe, 
has discharged them bettér. I do not know how 
such an impréssion got abroad. He was not 
pennants he was absent at the time of the foray of 

town at Harper’s Ferry, and had been absent 
for a week; he is not at all responsible for any- 
thing connected with that. He had been, I hap- 
pet to know, sent by the War Department on 
‘ome official duties to the armory at Springfield, 
in Massachusetts, and was absent during that 
— ume. Nothing was further from my mind 
“ian to make any reflection on him; and how that 
impression got abroad, Ido not know. I looked 
Pe at the debate, and found that I said nothing 
is be rasement of that officer. I said nothing 

Us commendation because nothing was re- 
— but nothing certainly to his disparage- 

cat. I know him to be an able, efficient, and 





honest man; and if this superintendency were to 


| be continued in the civil branch of the public ser- | 


| vice, Ido not know anybody more competent to 
fill it. 

The amendment was rejected. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question 
is on engrossing the bill. 

Mr. SIMMONS. What was done with the 
| amendment offered by the Senator from Maine? 


Mr. FESSENDEN. It was rejected; and the || 
second section stands as it was, except that a new || 
amendment has been offered by the Senator from |! 


Mississippi, which had better be read. 


read as it is now before I vote on it. 
The Secretary read the bill, as follows: 


Be it enacted, §c., That the Secretary of War be, and he 


, the United States, on application of the Governor thereof, 
arms made at the United States armories, and primers pre- 
pared by the United States, to such extent as may be spared 
from the public supplies without injury or inconvenience 
to the service of the General Government, upon payment 
therefor in cash, at the time of delivery in each case, of an 

| amount sufficient to replace, by fabrication at the national 


| armories, the arms so issued: Provided, That the sales of | 
, each year shall not exceed the increased manufacture which | 


may result from said sales, and that the whole number to 
be sold, if Jess than the requisitions made, shall be divided 
| between the States applying to purchase, pro rata, as arms 
| furnished by the United States are now distributed. 

Sec. 2. nd be it further enacted, That so much of the 
act approved August 5, 1854, as authorizes the appointment 
of a civilian as superintendent of each of the national arm- 
ories, be, and the same is hereby, repealed; and that the 


from officers of the ordnance corps. 


Mr. SIMMONS. [should like to inquire of | 


the chairman of the Committee on Military Af- 
| fairs whether it is proposed to sell arms of the 
recent model, that have been made within the last 


|| twoorthree years. [ understand we have some four | 
|| or five hundred thousand arms, aud of this new 


model there are not over forty thousand. I think, 
| from what I can learn, that 1t would be better to 


guns we have recently rifled—Minie guns—I have | 


| no objection to selling them; but, as I learn, there 
have been only fifty thousand of the new arms 
made, and ieee about ten thousand of them 
have been distributed among the States. There 


| armed with this recent model of gun. If the State 
troops have the old model, which carries a little 
heavier ball, I should have no objection myself 


to letting them have more of the same caliber; but | 
to undertake to keep on hand four or five hundred |} 
thousand, so that our troops will have different | 


whatever you call them, is, I think, bad “policy. 
| | should like to have this distribution confined to 
| guns made prior to 1854 or 1855, when we began 


|| manufacturing on the new pattern, if the Senator | 


has no objection. 

Mr. DAVIS. I can do little more than repeat 
—my respect for the Senator would induce me, 
of course, to repeat as often as he desires—that 
the proposition which is now before the Senate is 
but to take an arm away and put back another 


| one of the same kind in its place. For every one || 


| that the States take, under this provision, they 


within the year. They cannot draw more under 
the provisions of the bill than can be replaced by 
the money which they put in lieu of the arms 
| thus taken away. 


greatly exceeds the appropriation which we an- 


|| nually make on the peaceestablishment. We make 
eighteen thousand stand of arms, when the capa- | 


city of the armories is forty thousand. If, then, 


stead ofeighteen thousand; so that the supply accu- 
mulated for the use of the Government remains the 
same. In the mean time, the militia are getting 
supplied more rapidly than under our appropria- 


not have"the lightest model and the best kind of 
arms that can be carried by troops. It is not pro- 
| posed to reduce the appropriation for the ordi- 
nary manufacture. That remains as before. The 


Mr. SIMMONS. I should like to hear the bill }| 


is hereby, authorized to issue to any State or Territory of | 


superintendents of these armories shall hereafter be selected | 


preserve the arms of the new model for the ser- | 
vice of the nation. If anybody wants any of the | 


are very few in the possession of the Government, | 
| and I think the United States troops had better be | 


pay the amount of money which will replace it || 
| by fabrication at the armories, and to be replaced | 


I will restate that the capacity of the armories | 


twenty-two thousand are called for by the States, | 
and money equal to twenty-two thousand depos- | 
ited for them, the armories are brought up to the 

full establishment; they make forty ‘thousand in- | 


tion; and I see no reason why the militia should | 











| cighteen thousand are still to be made as before. 

The increased manufacture will result from the 

sale to the States; and the sale’to the States is 

_ limited by the capacity to increase the manufae- 
ture. That is the whole question. 

_ Mr. SIMMONS. That does not meet the ques- 
tion | propounded. I suppose, of the arms made 
prior to 1855, we have distributed large numbers. 

Mr. DAVIS. Yes. 

Mr.SIMMONS. Now I propose to distribute 
the same kind to them, so that they will not have 
two calibers to the musket, and to retain the new 
ones for our own troops. Whatever money they 
pay for the old ones, I am willing to retain for 
manufacturing the new ones for the United States, 
|| We have got a different caliber to the musket, as 

I understand—a smaller bore. I think it would 

be better for both sides to have the United States 

have all their arms of one’ caliber, and the militia 
all theirs of another caliber, if there must be two. 
| I suppose I understand what the purpose is. I 
have made some objection to the plan of manu- 
facturing these arms at the paper cost, and I have 
» taken some pains since the question has been wp 
to find out what the cost of these establishments 
was, and what was the annual expenditure of the 
armories for the manufacture of arms, and I find 
that a fair interest and the wear and tear of these 
establishments annually amount to more than 
double the appropriation we make; so that every 
musket we make would annually cost the Gov- 
ernment, if we had to pay interest, three times 
what we should get for it under this bill. I have 
no objection to increasing the manufacture of arms 
somewhat, but | would have the arms for arming 
our troops all of one caliber; and as the militia 
got some of the other kind, I thought it would be 
| better to let them have more. I think the Sena- 
| tor will agree with me, as a military man, that it 
is a littl awkward to be having State troops 
armed with guns carrying two-sized balls. If 
they have had none of the new arms, let them have 
the other kind, and have them of the pattern they 
|| have already got; and let us keep guns of the 
| same caliber for our own troops. i should think 
that would be better, and certainly it is manufac- 
turing them cheap enough. I have no objection 
to let them have the old ones. They seem to be 
very good arms when they are rifled. I do not 
| desire to speculate on them, but I should like to 
keep these arms for our own use. 

Mr. DAVIS. The Senator runs into an error 
which I find very often prevails, that the militia 
of the States are nota part of the Army of the 
United States. Itis our glory that the defense of 
the country rests upon the people. He proposes, 
then, to arm the militia in time of peace with a 
| weapon which they will not use in time of war. 
|| He proposes to instruct them through the whole 
|| period of peace with a weapon such as the Gov- 
| ernment does not employ in war. Is that hia 

roposition ¢ 

Mr. SIMMONS. No, sir. 

Mr. DAVIS: Thatis not hts proposition. Then 
why does he say to me that he proposes that the 
militia shall have one caliber of the old model, affd 
the United States troops another caliber of the new 
model? Does he not know that the old model is 
a smooth-bore; that it cannot be brought to the 
condition of the new model rifled musket? Itmay 
be rifled, itis true, but not the pattern as old as some 
of these of which he speaks; and I imagine no one 
will, hazard rifling the oldest model musket which 
is now in store. It was only the model which 
was made after the period®of the old nfodel that 
I believe it has been attempted to rifle. The others 
have received percussion locks; but many of them 
were condemned and sold—sold for a mere ae. 
They passed into the commerce of the world. If 
the militia wanted them, they could have bought 
them without legislation. No men are so careful 
about the character of the arms they carry as the 
southern and western militia, They have a pride 
in their weapons; accustomed to use them, trained 
to handling the best of weapons. The question is, 
will the Government allow them to have them, 
when the Government will lose nothing, either in 
the accumulation of its stock on hand, or in the 
appropriation of money te supply the militia with 
arms in their hands; when nothing positively is to 





be lost to the Government; when it is to stop the 
|| sales as we increase the appropriations, limiung 
|| them always to the increase which may result from 
| the sales. I cannot imagine why, upon the argu- 
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ment presented by the Senator from Rhode Island, 
he should continue to resist it, 

Mr. SIMMONS. I hope the Senator will try 
to understand me. I understand that within two 
or three years the caliber of the muskets has been 
changed, and been made smaller. 

Mr. DAVIS. Yes; it has been made a rifled 
musket. 

Mr. SIMMONS. And orders have been issued 
to rifle the muskets made prior to that time. 

Mr. DAVIS. To some extent. 

Mr SiMMONS. I understand it is a standin 
order, and they are riflitig them all the time. 
want to know why we are going on with the ex- 
yense of rifling these muskets, if they are useless. 
i learn that we are going on with it; making the 
old muskets Minie rifles, and when rifled they 
earry a larger ball than the new musket. The 
Senator says these are arms that are excluded from 
the use of the regular Army. I proposed to confine 
it to arms made up to within three or four years | 
since, when the smaller bore was introduced; and 
I am very certain [ have heard it repeatedly here 


that those muskets, when changed and rifled, * 


would make very good muskets. If they are good 
for our troops, they are good for any other. I 
understand these new ones are rather heavier. 
That is ali I know about it. 

Mr. DAVIS. I say to the Senator that I do not 
think it is the weight of the weapon, but the 
weight of the ammunition, of which he has heard. 

Mr. SIMMONS. I have heard that these guns 
are a little heavier to carry on the shoulder. I 
never heard that the ammunition in them was 
much, If it is the purpose to carry this bill at all 
events, without any reference to making up a va- 
riety of calibers in the different corps, I will not 
make any further objection to it. But Iam quite | 
certain that if we need these arms at all, it would | 
be better to retain those of one caliber and sell 
those of a larger one, and | would have no old |! 
muskets rifled atall. I think we had better sell 
them for the two or three dollars we have been 
selling them for; but { understand there are large 
numbers of them that make a very effective arm 
by being rifled, and that the armories are now | 
rifling them. I would prefer to sell them, and if | 
we add anything to the number we are now mak- | 
ing, add those of the smaller caliber. If, how- || 
ever, my suggestion meets such serious opposi- 
tion, 1 do not wish to press it. 

Mr. DAVIS. I dislike to enter into a mere 
question of ordnance; but to make the Senator | 
understand me, I will say that [ dbubt very much 
whether the State which I in part represent would | 
make a requisition fora single musket; they want || 
nothing but rifles probably, and in that event he | 
will see that his proposition would defeat the re- | 
quisition entirely. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr. Mason in | 
the chair.) The question is on ordering the bill 
to be engrossed and read a third time. 

The bill was ordered to be engrossed and read 


a third time, was read the third time; and on the |! 


question, ** Shall the bill pass ?”’ 

Mr. SUMNER called for the yeasand nays, and | 
they were ordered; and being taken,resulted—yeas | 
29, nays 18; as follows: 

Y EAS—Messers. Benjamin, Bigler, Bragg, Chesnut, Clay, | 
Clingman,. Crittenden, Davis, Fitch, Fitzpatrick, Green, | 
Gwiu, Hammond, Hunter, Iverson, Johnson of Tennessee, | 
Kennedy, Lane, Latham, M allory, Mason, Nicholson, Polk, 
Powell, Rice, Saulsbury, Sebastian, Slidell,and Yulee—29. 

NAYS—Messrs. Anthony, Bingham, Cameron,Cha 
Ciark, Collamer, Doolittle, Durkee, Fessenden, Foot, 
Grimes, Hamlin, Harlan, King, Simmons, Summer, Ten 
Byck, and Wade—18. 


So the bill was passed. 
ENROLLED BILLS SIGNED. 


A message from the House of Representatives, 
by Mr. Haves, Chief Clerk, announced that the 
Speaker had signed the following enrolled bill and 
joint resolution; which thereupon received the 
signature of the Vice President: 

A bill CH. R. No. 326) to establish mail routes 
in the Territory of Kansas; and ; 

A joint resolution (S. No. 11) for the relief of 
Commander H.J. Hartstene, of the United States 
Navy. 

REGULATIONS FOR THE GUANO TRADE. 


Mr. HAMLIN. I ask the Senate to take up 
bill No. 303, reported by the Committee on Com- 
merece, which f think will give rise to no debate, 
and which it is very important should be passed. 


THE CONG 





| pear that any certificate has been obtained by mis- | 


|| of the revenue laws of the United States, relating 
| to manifests, reports, entries, and inspection of 


et t | 
| coastwise from any island, rock, or key; and be- 


| where entered, it is to be examined and analyzed, | 


|| or bonds, and have received a notification of the | 
ler, || acceptance thereof by the President of the United | 





The motion was agreed to; and the bill (S. No. | 
303) supplementary to the act entitled “‘An act |) 
to authorize protection to be given to citizens of 
the United States who may discover deposits of || 
guano,’ approved August 18, 1856, was read the | 
second time, and considered as in Committee of 
the Whole. 

It provides that when the President of the Uni- 
ted States has accepted the bond or bonds of any 


their assigns, in compliance with the second pro- || 
viso of section two of the act of August 18, 1856, | 
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and notification of the acceptance has been made | 


to him or them, the same shall be deemed and | 
taken in all legal proceedings to be evidence that 
the island, rock, or key, therein specified, shall be | 
considered as appertaining. to the United States, | 
and shall be held for the exclusive right and use | 
of said citizen or citizens of the United States, or | 
his or their assigns, for the purpose of obtaining | 
guano, and of selling and delivering it from the | 
time of the acceptance of the bond. And the Pres- 


satisfactory to the Secretary of State, it shall ap- | 


take, fraud, or upon insufficient evidence, he may, 


| at any time within one year from the date of the || 
certificate, review the proceedings and issue a cer- || 
| tificate to the party properly entitled thereto. 
| There is a proviso that nothing in this act shall 
| affect the rights of any parties now litigating in 


the courts under the law to which it is supple- 
mental, 
The second section extends all the provisions 


| 


cargoes, in all respects, so far as they may be ap- | 
plicable to guano, either imported or 


fore it shall be passed through the custom-house 


at such ports as shall be designated by the Sec- | 
retary of the Treasury, so as to ascertain the pro- | 
portions and purity of its component parts, and 
a certificate of the result of the examination and | 
analysis is to be given and marked upon or affixed | 
to each barrel, box, bag, sack, or package of the | 
guano before delivery from the custom-house, un- | 
der such regulations as the Secretary of the Treas- 





ury shall direct, and in such manner as in his | 
discretion shall be best adapted to protect the pur- | 


and fraud. Any person or persons who shall know- 
ingly use such certificate of analysis for the sale 
of any guano, other than that to which the same 
shall relate, or any compound of which guano is | 
a component part, are to be deemed and taken to | 
be guilty of a misdemeanor against the laws of the | 
United States, and, on conviction in any court of 
the United States, to be punished by a fine not to 
exceed $1,000, or imprisonment for a term not to 
exceed three years, or both, at the discretion of 
the court. ss 
The third section repeals so much of the sec- 
ond section of the act of August 18, 1856, as re- | 
stricts the sale and delivery of the guano aforesaid 
to citizens of the United States, and for usc therein, 


any citizen or citizens of the United States, or his 
or their assigns, who have delivered their bond, | 





|| States, to sell and deliver the said guano to other 


|| than citizens of the United States, and for other 
| than use therein. 

|| _ To obviate the necessity of placing revenue of- 
|| ficers on the guano islands and keys, the fourth 
| section makes it the duty of any shipper of guano 
|| from the same to any foreign port or country to 

| report to the collector of customs in the United 
| States, at some port, and clear therefrom, or he 
|| may proceed to a foreign port at which a consul 


|| side, and defiver to him duplicate manifests, on 
|| which the consul or commercial agent shall in- 


| seribe a certificate in the nature of aclearance for 


the vessel; one to be returned to the master of the 





1 force and effect of similar documents is8ued and 
| received - collectors of customs. 

| Mr. YULEE. One of those sections provides 
} 


| 

| 

| 

| 

| 

chasers and consumers of guano from imposition 
| 
| 


and provides that henceforth it shall be lawful for 


or commercial agent of the United States shall re- 


vessel, and the other to be forwarded to the Treas- 
ury Department; these certificates to have the 


_ increase the number of criminal offense 
ident of the United States is to make proclamation || My attention has not been directly called to t 


thereof. But if, upon the production of evidence || 


| 
| 


penalties and punishments; makes a new class of | 


| 





criminal offenses. I should like t 
so that we may look into that a little furthe 
attention was attracted to the reading of 7 7: 
think the second section makes a new cl = 
crimes or offenses. I should like to see whethe, 


it is within the limits 
Mr. HAMLIN. [ think, if the Senator wijj 
at there 


he bill to lie over, 





ive his attention to it now, he will see th 


od 1a 2b | 1s no new class of cases created by this bil], | 
citizen or citizens of the United States, or his or || a 


is made a crime to forge the certificates o 
lecting department of the Government. 
provision that runs through all your reveny 
Mr. YULEE. Itis to operate within the State 
Mr. HAMLIN. Certainly, it is to one 
everywhere. _— 
Mr. YULEE. Let the second section be read 
=a Secretary read the second section of the 
ill. 
Mr. YULEE. I hope the Senator fro 
will consent to let the bill lie over, | 
ought not to pass upon a bill which pr 


f the col. 
It isa 
e laws, 


™ Maine 
think we 
ae to 
8 hastily, 

he 


subject; the bill comes up out of order, and ata 
period of the day when we could scarcely have 
expected an important measure to be proposed 
for final action by the Senate. 

Mr. HUNTER. I hope it will lie over, [t jg 
important in many respects. I see there 18 a pros 
vision for analysis. o is to pay for it? Are 
we to have a new set of officers, like inspectors of 
drugs? 

r. HAMLIN. No, sir. 

Mr. HUNTER. I fear it will lead to that. Let 
it lie over, so that we may examine it. 

Mr. HAMLIN. I had hoped that the bil! was 
in sucha shape as to elicit no opposition from any 
quarter. I desire the Senate to act upon it now, 
because there are a vast number of vessels waiting 
to know whether this bill is to become a law, and 
desiring to enter into the trade in shipping guano 
from our own to ee orts. I do not wish to 
take up the time of the Beant but I will, inas 
few words as I can, explain what are the pro- 
visions of the bill, and what has been its origin, 
and the sources which the Committee on Con- 
merce hive consulted in relation to it. In the first 
place I desire to say, that I think no bill during 
this session of Congress has received as much con- 


| sideration in the Committee on Commerce as this 


one. I think the chairman will concur with me 
in that expression. (Mr. Cray nodded assent.] 
After the fullest examination we could give toit, the 
bill in its present form met the unanimous appro- 
bation of the Committee on Commerce; there was 
nota single dissenting voice upon it, and forvery 
good reasons. 

The first section of the bill changes the present 
law by making the title to these islands vest ex- 
clusively in the discoverers under the existing law; 
and it requires the President to issue proclamation 
when an island shall have been discovered and the 
bonds are filed with him under the law to which 
this is supplemental. That is an addition to the 
present law. The proviso in the first section 
speaks for itself, that where, by mistake, fraud, or 
insufficient evidence, the certificate of your State 
Department shall have been granted to the wrong 
person, the Secretary shall have one year’s time 1p 
which he may review his opinion, and grant his 
certificate to the partiesentitled to it. Ifany party, 
therefore, should get a claim under the existing 
law to an island wrongfully, there is a right of re- 
view granted to other parties outside of it, any 
time within the period of one year. Another pro- 
viso to that section simply confines litigants now 
in court to the existing laws, and without at 
tempting to interfere with them by the passage of 
this law. That is the first section. 

The second section of the’bill provides for an 10 
spection of the guano. It is found that there have 
been adulterations made. The committee = 
sulted with the Treasury Department on It, 2? 
the Treasury Department recommended that there 
should be inspections of guano at such ports 4 
the Secretary should determine, he determining 
the ports where there are now inspectors of oe 
and the inspectors of drugs being officers ¥ . 
have a compensation fixed by law, will -— S 
assume this additional duty. Itis true, that 4 
this guano has been so analyzed and inspect®» 
and a certificate under the proper officer er will. 
this section provides that it any person shal oe 
fully use those certificates on guano never ° 
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ek the Senator from Florida can discover no 
| - ab that, unless he is disposed to let the ship- 
vee coread broadcast among those who may want 
7 nse this fertilizer, certificates that apply to other 
s anos that have been analyzed. : 

Mr, YULEE. I would prefer to leave it to the 
State < to pro 


a 


of such a fraud. 


da, he shall be subject to a penalky. Surely 


tect their ewn citizens from the effect | 


SS 


} 


Mr. HAMLIN. Why not under all your rev- | 


» laws leave it to the States? The idea of 
ae it to a State to punish a violation of the 
- que laws of the Unitegl States, passed by Con- 

ress and extending over all the States, seems to 
= a novel one, in eed. : 

Mr. YULEE. You do not propose to derive 
ony revenue from this? 

Mr. HAMLIN. None whatever. 

Mr. YULEE. I would protect the United 
States against offenses which looked to the dimi- 
nution of its revenues, to defrauding the Govern- 
ment of those revenues; but when you come to 
act upon the citizens of a State for what the State 


may or may not choose to make criminal, when | 


it ig not necessary to the protection of the reve- 


nues of the Government at all, I would prefer to | 
[ do not wish to enlarge the crim- | 


consider it. — t t 
inal jurisdiction of the United States, to increase 


the number of Federal offenses, any further than | 
is absolutely necessary for the execution of Fed- | 
To the general 


eral powers. That is the point. 


scope of the bill [ have no objection. : 
Mr. HAMLIN. I take it not; and I think the 


Senator’s objection is entirely hypercritical. He 
surely could not frame a law which would allow | 
a State to intervene, and undertake to tell what | 
are the penalties for violating a law of the United | 


States. The thing is preposterous. 


Mr. YULEE. No; but the Statescan do this: | 


they can punish a man for selling guano within 


their limits, under a false pretense of purity, when | 


it isnot pure. They can do that, if they choose. 

Mr. HAMLIN. The third section of this bill 
allows guano from all these islands discovered by 
our citizens, to be carried to foreign, as well as 
domestic ports. The parties interested, so faras 
I have been able to learn—those using and those 
shipping—are in favor of that section, because it 


is found that guano upon some of the islands and | 


keys that have been discovered, is possessed of 
those fertilizing powers that adapt it much better 
to the soils in foreign countries, while the guano 
upon otherislandsand keys is much betteradapted 
to ours. There is more phosphate in the one; 
there is more ammonia in the other; and as the 
one or the other preponderates, so it is adapted 
to this or that soil. Indeed, the restriction in the 
original law seems without any well-founded rea- 
son, and the committee were unanimously of 
opinion that if these deposits are discovered, if 
we receive from other islands, let our commerce 
participate and carry this to foreign countries, if 
they find it beneficial so to do. 

But it was objected by myself that throwing the 
revenue laws over this matteras the second section 
did, night involve the necessity of placing reve- 
nue officers at these islands an keys; and to ob- 
vidte that, the last and fourth section of the bill 
was drawn under instructions received from the 
Treasury Department; and that provides that the 
shipper of the guano may bring it to any port he 
pleases in the United States, and from that port 
clear to a foreign port, or he may ship it directly 


‘0 a foreign port at which an American consul or | 
commercial agent may reside, and that commer- 


tial agent shall indorse upon his manifest, two 
copies of which the master is bound to transmit, 
tn indorsement in the nature of a’clearance. One 
vt these manifests is to be returned to the Depart- 
ment here, the other is to be retained by the master 
of the vessel to operate in all its parts asa clearance 


- vessel would if she cleared from a port in 


United States. 

hese are the provisions of the bill, and all 
parties are in favor of it; and there are, if it shall 

ome a law, as I have said, a very large num- 


. t of vessels—I am told more than forty—now | 


“ying in readiness to participate in the trade, if 
itshall be open to our commerce, to go to foreign 
ere | hope there will be no objection to con- 
‘ oral the bill; and I trust it will receive the 
“at e consideration of the Senate. 
‘HUNTER. The bill seems to me to be ob- 











| 
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scure in regard to the provisions for inspecting the 
guano. Is the guano to be carried only to those 
ports where an inspector of drugs has been ap- 
pointed? Cannot they enter it anywhere else? 


Mr. HAMLIN. Anywhere else. 


Mr. HUNTER. If they enter anywhere else, | 


it is to be landed without inspection. 
Mr. HAMLIN. Yes, just as it is now. 


Mr. HUNTER. The bill provides that ‘| 


fore it shall be entered it shall be inspected. The 
bill says: 

Before the same shail be passed through the custow- 
house where entered, it shall be examined and analyzed 
at such ports as shall be designated by the Secretary of the 
Treasury, so as to ascertain the proportions and purity of 
its component parts. 

That is to say, if I understand it, the Secretary 
of the Treasury is to designate the ports at which 
it is to be entered, and there it is to be analyzed. 


There is nothing in the bill to make it compulsory | 


on the inspectors of drugs to analyze it, and if 
they analyze it, what are to be the fees? Are they 
to do it for nothing? 

Mr. HAMLIN. 
tle further in that section, he will see, ‘* under 
such rules and regulations as the Secretary of the 
Treasury shall direct,’’ and the Secretary of the 
Treasury, as will be seen by the papers accom- 
panying the bill, proposes to have it done by the 
inspectors of drugs. 

Mr. HUNTER. Is the Secretary of the Treas- 
ury to be authorized, under his general power, 
to add to the duties of the inspectors of drugs, and 
that without additional compensation, or is he to 
be allowed to say what shall be the fees, or is it 
to be given to him to say that it shall be entered 
at certain ports, and not atothers? Suppose they 
bring a — to Norfolk, in my State; a great deal 
of it is used in my State; there is no inspector of 
drugs there. If 1 understand this section, it can- 
not be entered at all until it has been analyzed. 
How is that form to be complied with? Who is 
to analyze it? Who is to pay for analyzing it? 
What is he to get? It seems to me that that sec- 
tion is not well drawn; it is not specific enough. 
[t does not define the duties of the shipper or of 
the officers at the ports, with sufficient distinct- 
ness, or else it leaves to the Secretary of the Treas- 


ury such powers as have never been vested in | 


him before—legislative powers. To the other 
provisions of the bill I do not object; but to this, 
unless it is to be more accurately defined, I have 
objection, because it will restrict the shipment of 
uano to certain ports, or else vest this indefinite 
Sites in the Secretary of the Treasury. 
Mr. HAMLIN. 


my understanding, and what, I think, was the 


express understanding of the committee which | 


reported it. The parties interested, for the pur- 
pose of protecting purchasers from being imposed 
upon by an impure article, an adulterated article, 
asked that there should be an inspection. Every- 
body would see the propriety of it, where it 
could be done, but if we were to add to our 
revenue Officers, inspection officers of guano in all 
the ports of the country, it would very materially 
add to the collecting force, and very much to the 
expense of collecting the revenue. 

r. HUNTER. I would suggest that all that 
is so; and therefore the provision ought not to be 
here. The States appoint inspectors of guano. 

Mr. HAMLIN. I understand itall. 
sulted the Secretary of the Treasury on this point 
as to what could be done. 
that at the ports where there were now inspectors 
of drugs, th 
and there would be no additional expense. We 
are entitled to all of their time. 

Mr. HUNTER. Will the Senator state to me 
by what law we can impose that duty upon the 
inspectors of drugs? 


Mr. HAMLIN. I think by the same law that 


we could, if we were to change the revenue laws | 


and add another drug to the drugs now enumer- 
ated to be inspected. I take it that in the collec- 
tion of your revenue, every offieer in the Depart- 
ment is bound to discharge the duties that are 


placed upon him by the existing laws and laws | 


that we may pass. 
Mr. HUNTER. But this law does not impose 


it upon him. Could the Secretary of the Treas- | 


ury make him inspect tobacco if imported? _ 
r. HAMLIN. It does not impose a punish- 


/ 


If the Senator will look a lit- | 


Ve con- | 
The Secretary said | 


is duty can be imposed upon them, | 
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ment on the inspector, but only upon the person 
who falsely uses the certificate. 
_ Mr. HUNTER. | am not speaking of the pun- 
ishment; but, I ask, could the Secretary of the 
Treasury add it to the duties of inspectors of 
drugs, to inspect tobacco? 

Mr. HAMLIN. Clearly. [have notan earthly 
doubt about it. 

Mr. HUNTER. I think not. 
_Mr. HAMLIN. We have an import and the 
| right to have it inspected. I have no doubt we 
| could impose it on the inspectors of drugs. The 
| embarrassment was this: if we required it to be 
| inspected at every small port, we should find two 
difficulties—first, the difficulty of finding a well- 
qualified person at many of the smaX ports; sec- 
ondly, if you could find them at all, it would add 


materially to the expense of the collecting — 
ment. hen we consulted the Secretary of the 


Treasury. He said to us; let there be an inspec- 
tion at ports where there are now by law in- 
spectots of drugs, and let the duty be placed on 
them. It is in answer to the suggestion of the 
Secretary of the ‘Treasury that we have placed 
this duty on the inspectors of drugs. They un- 
deenke that Department, I presume, very well 
whether they have a right to impose additional 
| duties on these officers. I have no doubt about 
it; and if they do not want to hold their offices, 
let them resign, and others will be found equally 
competent to discharge them. 
The bill is, that the Secretary of the Treasur 
_ Shall designate such ports as he pleases. He will 
designate such ports as there are now inspectors 
of drugs at; not others. Therefore, at all other 
pee, the guano will be imported as it now is. 
rou will get some protection against an adulter- 
ated article by providing for an inspection at some 
six or eight of your ports. I am not able to state 
| where the inspectors of drugsall are; but I think 
they are at Boston, New York, Philadelphia, Bal- 
timore, Charleston, and New Orleans. I think 
there is none at Mobile; but I think they are at 
the ports ! have named. You have inspectors 
there; and, so far as you get a protection, you 
will get it on the guano imported into those ports, 
| and you get it without additional expense. That 
is my understanding of the section. If there is 
any obscurity about it, I concur with the Senator 
| from Virginia, let us remove it. I do not think 
there is the slightest difficulty about placing the 
additional duty on the inspectors of drugs. I have 
| no sort of doubt about that. 
Mr. MASON. I think the Senator from Maine 


ry é . || would act judiciously in allowing this bill to go 
[ will state in a word what is || 


over until we can examine it further. I do not 
mean to interpose at all between that Senator and 
the chairman of the Committee on Finance as to 
| its financial view; but, as I read it, it involves a 
total departure from the policy on which the law 
| of 1856 was based; when, for the first time, a law 
was passed authorizing the President of the Uni- 
ted States to take possession, and, as it were, to 
annex to the United States guano islands that 
might be discovered derelict; and I am rather dis- 

osed to think, although I may misinterpret the 

ill, that whatever the design was, the effect of it 


|| will be to give advantages to commerce by the pro- 


| visions of this new bill over the interests of agri- 
culture. The lAw of 1856, as shown upon its fice, 
rovided that wherever it should appear to the 
| President that any island having deposits of guano 
might be discovered by citizens of the United 
States, and the President should be satisfied, from 
evidence to be exhibited to him, that they were 
1 not in possession of, or claimed, according to my 
,, recollection of the law, by any foreign Power—in 
|| other words, where they were islands which were 
| not owned or claimed to appertain to any foreign 
Power—then the President might, under the stip- 
ulation contained in the law, by proclamation, 
declare such islands to appertain to the United 
States; and it provided, in order to give effect to 
| the act, the President might, if necessary, use the 
whole military and savel foren of the country for 
the purpose. 
It was a law that was drawn with a great deal 
of care at the time; and it was reported from the 
Committee on Foreign Relations, after many con- 
| ferences with the executive branch, to endeavor, 
| as far as we could, whilst running some risk of 

embroiling us with foreign Powers in taking pos- 
|; session of desert islands, to avoid as far as prac- 














ticable any collision with foreign countries in so |, 


doing; and the consideration to be rendered to the 
country was, that guano arriving from those isl- 
ands, by the provision of the law, was to be cheap- 
ened to the agriculturist. The prices are pre- 
scribed in the law at which the guano should be 
taken from such islands; and there was sedu- 


lously guarded, a provision in the law that that | 


guano thus taken from such islands should be 
sold only to citizens of the United States; and, in 
order to give effect to that provision, it was stip- 


ulated in the law that before it could take effect | 


the discoverers should give bond and security to 
the Government that they would confine their 
sales to citizens of the United States. 

Then there is a further provision in that Jaw, 
and a very material one, which it is proposed now 
to change by the bill reported by the honorable 
Senator from Maine; and that further provision 
was, that thediscoverers should not have the title 
or exclusive right to take and use this guano, but 
that they might do so at the pleasure of the Ynited 
States. It vested no title in them, but gave them 
the usufruct for the time being, liable to be re- 
voked at the pleasure of the Government of the 
United States. 

Now, the bill proposed by the Senator is a de- 
parture from that whole policy. It 


srovides, In | 
] ’ 


the first section, that when the bond 1s given and | 
accepted by the President, that shall be taken as | 


evidence in all the courts; that the island or rock 
or key shall be considered aseappertaining to the 


United States; and further, it “‘ shall be held for | 
the exclusive right and use of said citizen or cit- | 


izens of the United States, or his or their assigns, 
for the purpose of obtaining said guano;”’ that is 
to say, it shall be evidence that the guano on that 
island is held for the exclusive right and use of the 
discoverers. 


at the pleasure of Congress. 

The third section repeals so much of the law of 
1856 as confines the sale of guano to citizens of the 
United States. In the law of 1856, which was the 
first law passed on the subject, the provision in 


That takes away the provision of | 
the law which declared it should be used by them | 


relation to the dominion or title over the land was | 


only that when the Government had acted and 


taken possession, &c., the island or key should be | 


considered ** asappertaining to the United States;”’ 
and it was further provided, in the second section, 
that the discoverers, being citizens of the United 
States, should be allowed, at the pleasure of Con- 
gress, the exclusive right to occupy said islands, 
rocks,and keys,for the purpose of obtaining guano; 
and, by a proviso in the same section, discoverers 
were required to give bond that they would sell 
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now to come back in ballast. I move that it be | 
postponed —— 

Mr. MALLORY. I desire, before that is done, 
to suggest an objection. I suggest that those 


words be stricken out, and that we put in the | 


words ** at the expense of the importer;’’ so as to 

have tiie analysis made at his expense. 

the only amendment I will suggest. 
Mr. HAMLIN. 


at the points which have suggested themselves to 
various Senators. The restriction, I have already 


stated—if the Senator from Florida will allow me | 


to call his attention to it—was put in to obviate 
t 


in the United States. 
Mr. MALLORY. I will answer that in one 
word. This bill confers the power on the Secre- 


| tary of the ‘Treasury of making any port that he 


pleases a guano port, and of excluding any port 


| that he pleases from receiving cargoes of guano. 


That is the effect of it. Ido not wish any Secre- 
tary to have that power. If you will make the 
cargo pay the expense of the analysis, it makes 
no difference where the cargo is entered That 
removes the objection, 


Mr.GWIN. Lhope it will go over until Thurs- 


| day, and be made the special order for Thursday 


/ can take it up and pass it on Thursday. 


| 


at one o’clock. 

Mr. HAMLIN. 1 agree to that. 

Mr. CLAY. Do not make it a special order. 

Mr. GWIN. 
orders, but let us have an understanding that we 
I will 
simply make a motion to postpone it until to- 
morrow. 

The motion was agreed to. 


IIOUSE BILLS REFERRED. 


The following bills from the House of Repre- | 
sentatives were severally read twice by their titles, || 


and referred as indicated below: 
A bill (No. 229) for the relief of William Brown 
—to the Committee on Claims. 


A bill (No. 230) for the relief of Shade Callo- || 


“we the Committee on Commerce. 
bill (No. 31) for the relief of Charles Knap 
—to the Committee on Commerce. 


A bill (No. 231) for the relief of Isaac S. Smith, | 


|| of Syracuse, New York—to the Committee on 


this ruano only to citizens of the United States; | 


and the price ‘was fixed in the law at which it 
should be delivered from the island. 


Now, 1 do not mean to say that experience | 
7 not have shown that there is some propriety | 


in departing from the rigors of the law of 1856; 
but I do know that the law of 1856 was based on 
the opinion and belief, in which I participated, 
that we could extend the dominion of the United 
States overislands under the restrictions contained 


in that law, and run the risk of collision with for- | 


eign countries in maintaining the use of the islands 
or the keys, for the great advantages that would 
result to the agricultural interests of the United 
States, in cheapening the guano, both of which 
are to be taken away if the bill proposed by the 
Senator passes. 1 have never had my attention 
called to it until this morning. I see, in looking 


at it, that it was only reported four days ago, on | 


the 22d of March, and I submit to him that it 


would be better to let it go over for some further | 


consideration, 
Mr. MALLORY. 


with one or two exceptions. 


it pass; I think it is eminently called for; but I | 


do not understand why this restriction is put in 
the second section, in the eighth and ninth lines: 
**at such ports as shall be designated by the Sec- 
retary of the Treasury.”’ 

Mr. GWIN. If the Senator from Florida will 
give way, I think this bill can be better matured 
if we put it off to another day. 

Mr. MALLORY. Very well. 

Mr. GWIN. It seems to me that it is a very 
important bill, and one in which my constituents 
have the deepest possible interest. They can have 
return cargoes if this bill passes, when they have 


I am in favor of the bill, || 
I should like to see | 


Claims. 

A bill (No. 233) for the relief of the legal rep- 
resentatives of five deceased clerks in the Phila- 
delphia custom-house—to the Committee on 
Claims. 

A bill (No. 235) for the relief of congressional 
township two north, of range nine west, of the 
fourth principal meridian, in Adams county, State 
of Illinois—to the Committee on Public Lands. 

A bill (No. 236) for the relief of John Dixon— 
to the Committee on Public Lands. 


A bill (No. 239) for the relief of George F. | 


Brott—to the Committee on Public Lands. 

A bill (No. 242) for the relief of the legal rep- 
resentatives of Robert H. Morris, late postmaster 
of the city of New York—to the Committee on 
the Post Office and Post Roads. 

A bill (No. 245) for the relief of Maryett Van 
Buskirk, heir of Thomas Van Buskirk—to the 
Committee on Revolutionary Claims. 

A bill (C. C. No. 93) for the relief of Lydia 
Frazee, widow and administratix of John Frazee, 
late of the city of New York—to the Committee 
on Claims. 

A bill (C. C. No. 92) for the relief of Mariano 
G. Valiejo—to the Committee on Claims. 

A bill (C. C. No. 82) for the relief of Charner 
T. Scaife, administrator of Gilbert Stalker—to 
the Committee on Claims. 

A bill (C. C. No. 12) for the relief of Moses 
Noble—to the Committee on Claims. 

A bil! (No. 16) for the relief of Lot Hall—to 
the Committee on Claims. 

A bill (C. C. No. 96) for the relief of William 
Geiger—to the Committe on Claims. 

Mr. IVERSON. Those House bills which 
are from the Court of Claims need not be referred 
to the Committee on Claims. Those very bills 
have all been before the Committee on Claims o 
the Senate; have been reported back, and are now 
on the Calendar. I move to reconsider the vote 


| bills for them. 


That is || 


I will interpose no objection 
| to the postponement of the bill after we have got | 


he necessity of compelling the Secretary of the | 
Treasury to designate inspectors at all the ports | 


I am opposed to making special | 


| on the table; and then, when the Senate bills ep 


up on the Calendar, we can substitute the House 
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tion be made, that course will be t 
Court of Claims bills. Instead of 
to the Committee on Claims the 
table. [‘* Agreed.’’} 


POST OFFICE APPROPRIATIONS. 

The joint resolution (H. R. No. 2] 
lief of the contractors of the Post 0 
ment, was read twice by its title. 

Mr. YULEE. Iam authorized by the c 
|| mittee on the Post Office and Post Roads to oa 

that that joint resolution be allowed to pass a 
third reading now. 1 will send to the Chaj 7" 
‘| letter from thePost Office Department, which . i 
explain the object of the senslutife, which is gj . 
| ply to enable them to use the incoming revenues 
| of the Department for the quarter about expiring 
'at the close of this month. It is only for this 

quarter. 

Mr. HUNTER. _Thisisan appropriation piy 
and belongs to the Committee on Finance: but | 
| do not object to its being considered now, jf th 
| Postmaster General desires it. oo, 
|| ‘There being no objection, the Senate, as in Comp. 
| mittee of the Whole, proceeded to consider the 
| joint resolution, which appropriates the accryine 
} revenues of the Post Office Department in part 


If no obje a 
aken with ~ 
being referrp 
y will lie op “ 


) for the re. 
flice Depar,. 


| payment of the contractors for carrying the mails 
and of route agents, during the quarter ending the 
|p 31st of March, 1860, under the provisions of the 
act of July 2, 1836. 
The Secretary read the following letter: 


he 
| 
| 
Post Orrice DEPARTMENT, March 16, 1860, 
| 
| 
| 


Sir: As the usual appropriation bill for this Department 
| may not be passed betore payments become due under 
| contracts for carrying the mails for the quarter ending Sly 
| of March, instant, it must be apparent to your committee, 
| and to Congress, that mail contractors will again suffer 
| much inconvenience, which may, to some extent, be obvi- 
ated by authorizing the use of the accruing revenues from 
post offices. Contractors may thus receive a great portion 
of their pay, and, at the same time, the accumulation of 
|| moneys in the hands of postmasters will be prevented. 
| Route agents shouldalso be embraced. By authority of the 
| Postmaster General, I submit a draft of a joint resolution, 
| embracing the above ideas, arid have the honor to be your 

A. N. ZEVELY, 

Third Assistant Postmaster General. 


obedient servant, 
| Hon. Scuvyier Coirax, Chairman Committee on the Post 
| Office and Post Roads, House of Representatives. 
| The joint resolution was reported to the Senate 
| without amendment. 
| Mr.GREEN. 1 propose an amendment,to add 
| these words: ‘‘ and perpetually thereafter.” 
|| Mr. YULEE. I hope the Senator will not pro- 
pose this amendment now. It will necessitate the 
| return of the bill to the House of Representatives, 
_and probably lead to oppositioit there which 
| caneih prevent present action. If passed at all, it 
H is desirable that it should be passed at once, 80 
| that the necessary orders may be issued for the 
payment of moneys from the hands of postmas- 
| ters to the contractors, &e. 
|. Mr.GREEN. If the chairman of the Post 
| Office Committee thinks it will embarrass this 
| bill at all, I withdraw the amendment; but that 
_ is my settled opinion, and I shall press it at some 
_ future time. « 
|| The joint resolution was ordered to a third 
| reading, read the third time, and passed. 





VALENTINE WEHRUEIM. 

|| Mr. POWELL, I move to take up the Senate 
|| bill No. 228. This bill proposes to increase the 
} pension of Valentine Wehrheim, a soldier who 
| was wounded in the battle of Buena Vista, and in 
| consequence of his wounds is both blind and deaf. 
| It isa case which appeals very strongly to the 
|, sympathies of the Senate. vat 
The motion was agreed to; and the bill (S.*°. 
|| 228) for the relief of Valentine Wehrheim was 
|! read a second time, and considered as in Commit 
|| tee of the Whole. It proposes to direct the Sec- 
|| retary of the Interior to place the name of Valen- 
| stine ehrheim on the roll of invalid pensioner 
| at the rate of sixteen dollars per month, from a 
| after the 26th day of January, 1860. _ b 
| Mr. POWELL. [ask for the reading of the 
report. It is very brief, and presents the +s 
US no!”*] I withdraw my request for the 
reading of the report. 

| Mr GRIMES. I move to amend the bill by 


| 
} 





referring them to the committee, and let them lie || striking out ‘sixteen dollars,’’ and insertiDg 
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scala dollars.”” The man to whom this 
“twent} 

yolunteers from the State of Illinois—and was 
ae by a shot through his body, cutting his 
we 


rear, at the battle of Buena Vista. The result of 
liver, ¢ 


rat wound, according to the testimony of sur- 
ue 


eeons of the 


n of his sight and almost an entjre destruction 
uo se 
ris hearing. 


of | 
Committee 


the on Pensions understand, in 
as c 


ying to recover the senses of sight and hearing, | 
wrying 


success; and it is now understood 
that the testimony of the physicians is, that it is 
: ossible for him to recover either of those senses. 
He has a family, congisting of a wife and four 
children. It is an exceptional case. Even the 
Senator who reported this bill [Mr. Cray] was 
willing to make 
amount. 1 
mittee, to treble: it. 
ever be presented to the Senate, and none hardly 


without any 


imp 
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| 
| 
} 
} 


j 
| 


Army, and of surgeons who do not | 
belong to the Army, has been an entire destruc- | 
Jone 7 


He has spent his entire fortune, || 


that appeals so strongly to the sympathy, and, as | 


I believe, 


Mr. CLAY. 


to the justice of this body as this case. || 
I trust the amendment will not | 


be adopted ; and Iam rather surprised that the | 


Senatorhas made the motion. I had supposed 

Mr. GRIMES. I will state, in Be mecwgy of 
the reason why I made the motion, that the Sen- 
ator from Alabama was not present at the meet- 
ing of the Committee on Pensions this morning. 





The ps was discussed there whether I | 


should make this motion, and I believe it had the 


eptire concurrence of every member then present. || 


Am I not right? 
Mr. CLAY. I do not know. I was not there. 
Mr. GRIMES. I ask the members of the 

committee who were present. 

Mr. CLAY. Aanmend to the general law, 
eight dollars a month is the highest amount al- 
lowed as a pension to a private soldier. If there 
are any cases in which Congress has exceeded 
that amount, even though the disability were total, 
I cannot now recall one. 


strongly to our sympathies, because the man 
seemed totally deaf and blind. The evidence was 
persuasive, | would not say conclusive, of the 
fact that he lost his hearing and his sight from 
exposure incident to his service in the war with 
Mexico. Under these circumstances I consented, 
as one of the committee, that we should pahim 
double the amount 


This case was one, as | 
the Senator has remarked, that appealed very | 


aid any other pensioner of | 


| 
| 
| 
| 
j 
| 
| 
{ 


| 
| 


! 





the same rank now drawing a pension from the | 


Treasury. The Senator now proposes to increase || 
it threefold, to twenty-four dollars, whichis within || 
six dollars of the highest amount allowed by gen- | 


eral laws to any pensioner of the United States. 


In other words, it is within six dollars of the | 


amount of one half the pay of a lieutenant colonel 
under the old laws of the United States, whigh 
was the maximum of pension allowed any pen- 
sioner. Even allowing him sixteen dollars, I have 
no doubt, will cause a multitude of applications 
to us for increase of pension in other cases where 
the amount is inadequate to the support of the 
invalids, 

I presume it was not the intention of Congress 
by a pension to provide ample support for the 
pensioner or the invalid soldier, because it is ut- 


terly absurd to talk about eight dollars a month | 


providing a man, his wife, and several children 
with the means of subsistence. It was only in- 
tended to provide for him individually, not for his 
family ; and perhaps in most of the United States 
hinety-six dollars a year would be inadequate for 
‘he support of a single individual, providing him 
with his food and raiment. 
he Senator, however, proposes by the amend- 
ent to provide for the man, his wife, and his chil- 
ren. I say this isa total departure from the policy 
of our laws, will prove a very vicious precedent, 
and will return to plague us habitually. We have 
clready during this session reported against two 
or three similar applications. They come in con- 
‘nually, I never yet have known or heard of a 
Pensioner who was content with his or her pen- 
nan. All of them maintain that they are wholly 
inadequate, and all desire an increase of them; 
tad they will never cease to cry ‘‘ give,’’ as long 
*s you afford such pretexts as this bill will offer. 
had hoped that the Senator would have saved 
me the necessity of making these remarks, be- 





| cause I desired the bill to pass 
jon is to be granted was a soldier in Colonel | 
pissell’s regiment, if I remember rightlhy—one of 


} 


_ ions for increased pension before the close of this 
session. 


im within six dollars of the pension that Gen- 


and seek an invalid 
Mr. GRIMES. 

abama is mistaken in regard to this being within 

six dollars of the amount of pay that General 


ension. 


Mr. CLAY. The Senator is wholly mistaken 
himself. I am a little older soldier in the pension 
service than he is; and I speak by the book. I 
assure him that, under the general laws, the high- 


lars‘ month. We have made exceptional cases 
here; for we have broken in on the whole pension 
system; and the Senator himself has assisted in 
doing so, and itis now no system at all—all a 


sion allowed to any one. 

Mr.GRIMES. The laws we have passed here 
are exceptional cases; fur every pension we have 
| granted exceeds, I believe, the amount of this pro- 
awe pension, even with the addition of six dol- 
| lars to it. The Senator observed that I now pro- 
| pose to take care of the wife and children of this 

applicant. 
| merely stated that this man had a wife and four 
children, who were dependent on him for their 
support; but it is the man who is deprived of the 


é t ‘s without debate, so 
as to excite as little observation as possible; for I | 
know it will be the predicate for similar applica- || 


eral Scott would be entitled to, if he was to retire | 


think the Senator from Al- | 


Scott would be entitled to if he should be placed | 
on the pension roll under similar circumstances. || 


|| the eighteenth congressional district of the State 


| est pension allowed any pensioner is thirty dol- | 
this pension double the ordinary || 


[ was willing, as amember of the com- | 
Very few such cases will | 


matter of personal favoritism; but according to || 
the general laws, thirty dollars is the highest pen- | 


GLOBE. ‘ 


If you agree now to raise this man’s || 
ot to twenty-four dollars a month, you give | 
a 


| rolled Bills, reported, as truly enrolled, an act 


|; Same. 
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HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Monpay, March 26, 1860. 


The House met at twelve o’clock,m. Prayer 
by the Chaplain, Rev. Tuomas H,. Stockton. 


The Journal of Friday last was read and ap- 
proved. 


ENROLLED BILL. 
Mr. DAVIDSON, from the Committee on En- 


(H. R. No. 326) to establish mail routes in the 
Territory of Kansas; when the Speaker signed the 


QUALIFICATION OF A MEMBER. 
Hon. Crark B. Cocurane, Representative from 





of New York, appeared and 
the usual oath to support the 


ualified by taking ‘4 
onstitution of the ae 


United States. . £ 
PERSONAL EXPLANATION. +o) 
Mr. UNDERWOOD. [ rise toa personal ex- y 


ylanation. Iam reported as having objected,on —- 
riday last, to House bill No. 255, for the relief 
of the legal representatives of Thomas Williams. 


|| [did not object to that bill, or to any other bill. 


In that the Senator is mistaken. 1 | 


| important senses of hearing and of sight for whom | 
| | propose to provide; and when he shall cease to 
| exist his pension ceases, and will not inure to the || 


| benefit of his wife or of his children. The Sena- 


sive and not positive as to the facts in this case. 
Mr. CLAY. Thatis my impression. 


report made by the Senator himself: 
‘© That the evidence shows said Wehrheim served as a pri- 


his body, which has resulted in total blindness, and almost 
total deafness; that he is entirely disabled and disqualified 
| for making the least possible support for himself and a help- 
less family.”’ 





report, he uses this expression in regard to the 
helpless family, as well as myself in the state- 
ment I made: 


“‘ The petitioner appeared before the committee, and they 
are satisfied, from his appearance and from an inspection, 


of life without assistance. 
‘Surgeons Bond and Homann, of the State of Illinois, 


| ible witnesses, testify that petitioner is entirely blind and 

almost entirely deaf, and, as they believe, from the effects 

of a wound received during the Mexican war, and is totally 

| disabled. : 

“ John G. T. Holston, M. D., Professor of Surgery in the 
National Medical College, Washington city, D. C., states 





tially deaf, and in very precarious general health; that his 
present state of disability is traceable to a gun-shot wound 
through the liver, in the war with Mexico. 


tor stated, I think, that the evidence was persua- | 


vate in the Mexican war; was disabled by wounds received | 
| at the battle of Buena Vista by a musket ball passing through | 


Mr. GRIMES. Allow me to read from the | 


that he is not capable of attending to the ordinary functions 


certified to be of good standing in their profession, and cred- | 


|| that he has examined said Webrheim, that he is blind, par- | 


SAFETY OF PASSENGERS ON STEAMERS. 


Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. I desire to 
give notice to the House that House bill No. 114, 


| the consideration of which was postponed till to- 


morrow, will be called up then. I have directed 
the bill and accompanying report to be laid on 
the desk of each member; and I hope an examin- 
ation will. be given to the bill, so that we may 


| take it up and pass it to-morrow. 


WILLIAM M’CORMICK, 

Mr. FOUKE. The Committee on the Post 
Office and Post Roads made an adverse report on 
Friday last on a bill for the relief of William Me- 
Cormick, which was laid on the table. lask for 


| a reconsideration of that order, and to have the 


subject recommitted to the same committee, with 


| additional evidence. 


|| ‘The Senator will observe that, in drawing this || 


There being no objection, it was so ordered. 
MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT. ' 

A message was received from the President of *| 
the United States, by Mr. James Bucuanan, his 
Private Secretary, informing the House that the e 
President had approved and signed bills of the 
following titles: 

An act (H.R. No. 331) to repeal the third sec- 


| tion of an act entitled ‘* An act to increase and 


« Surgeon General Lawson, and Assistant Surgeon Coo- || 


‘we find petitioner blind in both eyes, and deaf in both 
ears, and from official papers, caused by a gun-shot wound 
received in the battle of Buena Vista, the ball having en- 
tered the right side in the region of the liver, and passed out 
in the back.’ 

‘¢They further say: ‘ We have seen no case which ap- 
peals with more force to our sympathies, or which deserves 
in a higher degree the favorable consideration of the Con- 
| gress of the United States.’ ” 
| 


petitioner. 
The amendment was rejected. 


| reading, read the third time, and passed. 

| Mr. MALLORY. I move that the Senate ad- 
| journ. 

Mr. SLIDELL. 


I hope we shall have an @x- 
| ecutive session. 


On motion of Mr. SLIDELL, the Senate pro- 





| EXECUTIVE SESSION. 


reopened, and the Senate adjourned. 


ceeded to the consideration of executive business; 
| and after some time spent therein, the doors were |, 


lidge, United States Army, state that upon examination || 


The bill was reported to the Senate without || 
amendment, ordered to be engrossed for a third || 


regulate the terms of the circuit and district courts 
for the northern district of the State of New 
York,”’ approved July 7, 1838; and 
An act (H.R. No. 19) to amend an act entitled 
**An act to regulate the carriage of passengers in 
steamships and other vessels,’’ approved March i>) 
3, 1855, for the better protection of female pas- 
sengers, and for other purposes. 


ENROLLED BILL. 


Mr. DAVIDSON, from the Committee on En- 
rolled Bills, reported, as truly enrolled, a joint : 
resolution for the relief of Commander H. J. 
Hartstene, of the United States Navy; when the 
Speaker signed the same. 


INTRODUCTION OF BILLS ON LEAVE. 


The SPEAKER. The new rules require the 
Speaker to call all the States and Territories for 
the ‘introduction of bills on leave, for reference 
only, as the first thing in order. Under that rule 
the Speaker will have the States called. The 
Speaker will have the rule read so that all the 


I have nothing further to add in behalf of the |) members may see why the Chair places that con- 


struction on it. According to the construction 
placed on it by the Chair, the call will be confined 
to bills on leave. 
The rule was read, as follows: : 
‘26. All the States and Territories shall be called for bills 
on leave and resolutions on each alternate Monday during 


each session of Congress; and, if necessary to secure the 
object on said days, all resolutions which shall give rise to 


|| debate shall lie over for discussion, under the rules of the 


Mr. MALLORY. Certainly; I will yield to that. | 


House already established; and the whole of said days 


| shall be appropriated to bills on leave and resolutions, until 


all the States and Territories are called through. And the 

Speaker shall first call the States and Territories for bills on 

leave ; and ail bills so introduced during the first hour after 

the Journal is read shall be referred, without debate, to their rad 
appropriate committees: Provided, however, That a bill so “ 
introduced and referred shail not be brought back into the 

Huuse upon a motion to reconsider.” 


The Speaker proceeded, under the above rule, 
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BUREAU OF STATISTICS AND AGRICULTURE. 


Mr. TAPPAN. I ask leave to introduce the 
resolutions of the State of New Hampshire on the 
subject of a national bureau of statistics and agri- | 


culture. 1] 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


commencing with the State of Maine. 


|, ing in the Committee of the Whole on the state of | resolution: 
/ 








to offer the bill asan amendment to one now pend- 


| the Union, I will not object to that reference. 


|| Mr. FLORENCE. I shall propose it as asub- 
| stitute for the bill reported from the Committee of 


| Ways and Means when that bill comes up. 
he bill was referred to the Committee of the 


Mr. WINSLOW. That is not in order. I || Whole on the state of the Union, and ordered to 


call for the regular order of business. 


confined to bills on leave. This being a resolu- | 
tion, cannot be presented at this time. 


NON-RESIDENT LANDHOLDERS. 

Mr. THAYER introduced a bill to withdraw 
the protection of Congress from non-resident 
landholders in several of the States and “in the | 
Territories; which was read a first and second | 
time, and referred to the Committee on the Judi- 
ciary. 


IMPROVEMENT OF BUFFALO HARBOR. | read a first and second time 


Mr. SPAULDING introduced a bill making an | 


appropriation of $75,000 for the repair and im- 
provement of the harbor of Buffalo; which was 
read a first and second time, and referred to the | 
Committee on Commerce. 

IMPROVEMENT OF ST. CLAIR FLATS. 

Mr. SPAULDING also introduced a bill to | 
authorize the improvement of the navigation of | 
the St. Clair flats, in the State of Michigan; which 
was read a first and second time, and referred to 
the Committee on Commerce. 


LITTLE FALLS BRIDGE. 

Mr. CARTER introduced a bill to reimburse | 
the corporation of Georgetown, in the District of 
Columbia, for a sum of money advanced toward | 
the construction of the Little Falls bridge; which 


the Committee for the District of Columbia. 
CIRCUIT AND DISTRICT COURTS OF NEW YORK. 


Mr. ELY introduced a bill to amend an act en- 
titled ‘‘ An act to increase and regulate the terms 
of the circuit and district courts for the northern | 
district of the State of New York;’’ which wasread | 
a first and second time, and referred to the Com- 
mittee on the Judiciary. 


DISTRICT COURT AT CANANDAIGUA. 

Mr. POTTLE introduced a bill to provide for | 
the holding of the terms of the district court for | 
the northern district of New York, at Canandai- | 
gua, in the county of Ontario, instead of the city 


} 
was read a first and second time, and referred to | 
| 
| 


of Rochester; which was read a first and second 
time, and referred to the Committee on the Judi- 
ciary. 

BREAKWATER AT CROW SHOALS. 


Mr. NIXON introduced a bill making an ap- | 
propriation for the erection of a breakwater at | 
Crow Shoals, near the mouth of Delaware Bay; | 


which was read a first and second time, and re- || 


i} 


|| appropriation for the erection of a building in the 


ferred to the Committee on Commerce. 
FEES OF OFFICERS OF UNITED STATES COURTS. | 


Mr. FLORENCE introduced a bill to regulate | 
the fees and costs to be allowed to district attor- | 
neys of the United States, clerks, marshals, attor- | 
neys, and other officers of the circuit and district 
courts of the United States, and for other pur- 
poses; which was read a first and second time, | 
and referred to the Committee on the Judiciary. | 

PORT OF PHILADELPHPTA. 

Mr. FLORENCE also introduced a bill to ex- | 
tend the limits of the port of entry and delivery | 
for the district of Philadelphia; which was read | 
a first and second time, and referred to the Com- 
mittee on Commerce. 

THE TARIFF. 

Mr. FLORENCE. I desire to submit a bill, 
which I would like to have referred to the Com- | 
mittee of the Whole on the state of the Union. | 
I propose to offer it as a substitute for the bill | 
reported from the Committee of Ways and Means, | 
to fix and regulate the duties. I gave notice of | 
the Will, and I should like to have it printed. 

The bill to regulate the duties on imports, and 
for other purposes, was read a first and second 


time. 
I move that the bill be re- 





Mr. FLORENCE. 
ferred to the Committee of the Whole on the state 
of the Union, and be printed. 


The SPEAKER. The first part of the call is 





| 
|| offer. 


be printed. 
ASSAY OFFICE IN KANSAS. 


Mr. MONTGOMERY introduced a bill to es- 
| tablish an assay office at Atchison City, in Kan- 
_ sas Territory; which was read a first and second 
oe and referred to the Committee of Ways and 
| Means. 


ATCHISON CITY A PORT OF ENTRY. 


Mr. MONTGOMERY also introduced a bill 
| constituting Atchison City, in the Territory of 
| Kansas, a port of entry and delivery; which was 


| Mr. MONTGOMERY. Imove that the bill be 
| referred to the Committee on Commerce. 
| Mr. HOUSTON. The gentleman does not in- 
| tend to make ita port of entry, I suppose, but 
| only a port of delivery. 
| Mr MONTGOMERY. I will discuss the sub- 
| ject with the gentleman from Alabama when the 
| bill comes up for consideration. 
| ‘The bill was referred to the Committee on Com- 
merce. 

MILITARY POST IN KANSAS.: 


Mr. MONTGOMERY also introduced a bill to 
establish a military post at or near Atchison City, 
| in the Territory of Evnaie; which was read a first 
| and second time, and referred to the Committee 





| on Military Affairs. 


NEW REVENUE CUTTER. 


Mr.WHITELEY. I understand that the States 
are being called for bills and resolutions. 

The SPEAKER. No, sir; for bills only, dur- 
| ing the first hour. 

r. WHITELEY. There will probably be 
no objection to a resolution which I desire to 
It is a mere matter of reference. It is as 
follows: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce be instructed 
to inquire into the propriety of reporting a bill making an 
| appropriation for the construction of a steam revenue cut- 
| ter for service on the Delaware river and bay. 

There being no objection to the resolution, it 
was considered and agreed to. 

Mr. HUGHES. I desire to offer a resolution 
calling for information, to which I think there 
will be no objection. 

Mr. THAYER I object to any resolution, 
— 9 call of the States for bills has been con- 
| cluded. 


PUBLIC BUILDINGS AT MONTGOMERY. 
Mr. CLOPTON introduced a bill making an 





| city of Montgomery, Alabama, for the use of the 
| post office and the district court of the United 
| States; which was read a first and second time, 
and referred to the Committee on the Post Office 
‘and Post Roads. 

Mr. CLOPTON. I ask the unanimous consent 
| of the House to offer a resolution. 

Mr. CURTIS. After we get through with bills, 
' resolutions will be in order. I must therefore 
object. 

The SPEAKER. After the States have been 
aoe for bills, resolutions will be in order, under 
| the rule. 


1 Mr. HUGHES. Will you call the States 


| again? 
| TheSPEAKER. Yes, sir; the States will be 
called for the residue of the hour. 


RAILROAD GRANT TO LOUISIANA. 


Mr. LANDRUM introduced a bill granting 
alternate sections of land to the State of Louisiana, 
| to ald in the construction of a railroad in said 
| State; which was read a first and second time, 


| and referred to the Committee on Public Lands. 


REPEAL OF THE FUGITIVE SLAVE LAW. 


Mr. BLAKE introduced a bill to repeal the 
| fugitive slave law, approved September 18, 1850; 
| which was read a first and second time, and re- 


|| ferred to the Committee on the Judiciary. 


Mr. HOUSTON. If the gentleman proposes | 
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nin 
PAIRING OFF. Say 


|| Mr. DUNN. I desire to offer the following 


| Resolved, That hercafter pairs shall 
| on the floor of this House, 6r entered a - ~- aoa 


|| published in the proceedings as reported for the 
Mr. CURTIS. I object. Resolut; 
| in order until the call of the § see the 
been completed. 

ILLINOIS CouRTs. 
Mr. LOGAN introduced a bill au 
| holding of the circuit and district 


inut 

Globe’ 
NS Are not 
tates for bills has 


thorizing the 


: courts 
United States for the southern district of ni 


at the city of Cairo; which was read a f 
| second time, and referred to the Committee on in 
Judiciary. : , 
CAPTAIN JOHN HALL. 


Mr. NOELL introduced a bill for the relics f 
Captain John Hall, of the State of Missour. whid 
was read a first and second time, and referred . 
the Committee on Revolutionary Pensions. 


REUBEN J. CHAMPION. 


Mr. WALDRON introduced a bill for the po. 
lief of Reuben J. Champion, only child and hei; 
of Reuben J. and Rhoda Champion; which was 
read a first and second time, and referred to the 
Committee on Revolutionary Claims. 


SAULT STE. MARIE MISSION CLAIM. 


Mr. LEACH, of Michigan, introduced a bill for 
the relief of the mission claims of Sault Ste. Marie 
in the State of Michigan; which was read a first 
_ and second time, and referred to the Committee op 
Private Land Claims. 


PACIFIC RAILROAD. 
Mr. CURTIS introduced a bill to secure con. 


tracts and make provision for the safe, certain, and 
speedy transportation of the mails, troops, mu- 
nitions of war, and military and naval stores, be- 
tween the Atlantic States and the Pacific, and for 
other purposes; which was read a first and second 
time, referred to the select committee on the Pa- 
cific railroad, and ordered to be printed. 
On motion of Mr. CURTIS, it was 


Ordered, That all the bills referred to the select commit- 
| tee on the Pacific railroad be printed. 
| 











— 
en 


PREEMPTIONS IN CALIFORNIA. 


Mr. SCOTT introduced a bill for the extension 

| of th@preemption privilege in the State of Cali- 
fornia; which was read a first and second time, 
and referred to the Committee on Public Lands. 


WILLIAM Y. STRONG. 


Mr. ALLEN introduced a bill for the relief of 
William Y. Strong; which was read a first and 
| second time, and referred to the Committee on 


| Public Lands. 
BALTIMORE CUSTOM-HOUSE. 


Mr. KUNKEL introduced a bill making an 
appropriation for repairing the custom-house of 
the United States at the port of Baltimore; which 
was read a first and second time, referred to the 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union, 
and ordered to be printed. 


RIGHT TO CARRY PROPERTY TO KANSAS. 


Mr. GARNETT introduced a bill to enable 

the citizens of the United States to carry their 
|property freely, and without fear or molestation, 
“into the Territory of Kansas; which was read 4 
| first and second time, and referred to the Com- 


mittee on the Judiciary. 
BALTIMORE CUSTOM-HOUSE—AGAIN. 


Mr. HOUSTON. I wish to call the attention 
of the House to the bill introduced by the gente- 
man from Maryland (Mr: Kuwxe] a few minctes 

0, which was referred to the Committee of the 

hole on the state of the Union. [ think it'# 
| introducing a bad practice to allow gentlemen e 
have their bills referred to the Committee of 
Whole upon their first introduction. I think ¢ ; 
a ’s bill ought to go to the Committee 0 

ays and Means. 


I regret to interfere with . 
géntleman’s bill; I know nothing about 1. ¢ 
may be in favor of it; but it is to repair the “ 
tom-house in Baltimore, I believe; and ! think ; : 

ntleman from Maryland himself will see ae: 
itis a very injurious practice to indulge gent” 
men in the reference of their bills at once . ; 
Committee of the Whole House, without refer 
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to any of the standing committees. The 


pare ‘s wrong, and I therefore suggest to the 
p acu 


vente 
jytion ref 
Mir. KUNKEL. 
The SPEAKER. 
sider would not be in order, unless the gen- 
oman from Maryland, of his own motion, sees 
ft to have the reference changed. 
“Mr. KUNKEL. Itis proper that I should say, 
in reply to_the remarks of the gentleman from 
Alabama, {Mr. Houston} : oa 
~The SPEAKER. No debate is in order. 


Is debate now in order? 


recon 





Mr. KUNKEL. Well, sir, | hope the Speaker | 


will indulge me for a moment. It is proper that 
I should reply to the remark of the gentleman 
from Alabama, that this bill has had, informally, 
the col 


The proposed appropriation is a very small one— | 

amounting to but $15,000—for repairing damages | 
5 . . “}-4 ~ 

caused by a fire in September, 1858. The Secre- | 

CaUS d 


tary of the Treasury, in his report made to the 
last Congress, recommended that this appropria- 
tion ought to be made. : : 

Mr. FARNSWORTH. Is this debate in order? 

The SPEAKER. It is not. 

Mr. KUNKEL. [I have been asked for inform- 
ation, and I have risen to give that information. 

Mr. HOUSTON. As this is a new rule under 
which we are now acting, it is important that, at 
the beginning, it should have a proper construc- 
tion. [ therefore put the question whether a gen- 
tleman under this call can introduce a bill, and 
move to have it referred to any other committee 
than one of the standing committees of this House? 
Can the gentleman from Maryland introduce his 
bill, and move its reference to the Committee of 
the Whole on the state of the Union? Must not 


that bill go to one of the standing committees of || 


the House? 

The SPEAKER. The bill indicated was re- 
ferred to the Committee of the Whole on the state 
of the Union, no objection being made. If there 
had been objection, the suggestion of the gentleman 
from Alabama would be a proper one, so far as this 
bill is concerned, Ps 

Mr. HOUSTON. I object to the reference of 
the bill to the Committee of the Whole on the state 
of the Union, and insist that it be referred to one 
of the standing committees. 

The SPEAKER. It is now too late to object. 
The Chair will now call the States for resolutions. 
Resolutions are in order from Maine. 


ABOLITION OF THE FRANKING PRIVILEGE. 


Mr. BURNETT. Iwas in the House when 
Kentucky was called, but could not get to my seat 
time enough to introduce the bill I hold in my 
hand before the call passed from my State. Inow 
ask the unanimous consent of the House to intro- 
duce a bill to abolish the franking privilege. 

There being no objection, the bill was read a 
first and second time, and referred to the Commit- 
tee on the Post Office and Post Roads. 


CHEROKEE IMPROVEMENT COMPANY. 


Mr. MORSE offered the following resolution; 
which was read, considered, and agreed to: 


Resolved, That so much of the report of the Secretary of 
the Navy as relates to conditional contracts made by him 
with the Cherokee Improvement Company be referred to 
the Committee on Naval Affairs. 


AFRICAN SLAVE TRADE. 


Mr. MORSE offered the following resolutions; 
which were read, considered, and referred to the 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union: 


Resolved, That for the more effectual suppression of the 
Afriean slave trade, the treaty of 1842, between Great Brit- 
ain and the United States, called the treaty of Washing- 
ton, requiring cach country ts keep eighty guns on the coast 
of Africa for that purpose, should be so changed as to re- 
quire @ specified and sufficient number of small steamers 
and fast-sailing brigs or schooners to be kept on said coast ; 
and that the officers commanding the same should be en- 
couraged and held to the faithful and energetic performance 
of their duty, and cordially sustained by our Government 
in every discharge thereof. 

‘esolved, That as the African slave trade appears to be 
‘apidly increasing, some effective mode of identifying the 
pationality of a vessel on the coast of Africa, suspected of 
being in the slave trade, or of wearing false colors, should 
ing umediately adopted and carried into effect by the lead- 
imu nations of the earth ; and that the Government 
lish ee hited States has thus far, by refusing to aid in estab- 
be Uesucha system, shown a strange neglect of one of the 

*t neans of suppressing said trade. 

Resolved, ‘That the African slave trade is against the 
moral sentiment of mankind and a crime nst human 

» and that, as the most highly civilized nations have 
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nan from Maryland that he have his reso- | 
pred to one of the standing committees. 


It is not; and the motion to | 


isent of the Committee of Ways and Means. | 


| Mr. BRIGGS. 
| 





i} nicipal laws, it ought at once, and without hesitation, to 

be declared a erime by the eode of international law ; and 
that for the purpose of aiding in the establishment ef a 
measure so beneficent and wise, so honorable to a great 
|| nation and worthy of a philanthropic age, the President be 
|| requested to open negotiations on this subject with the 

leading Powers of Europe, and make known to them the 
willingness and desire of the United States to have the 
African slave trade declared a crime against international 
law, and brought under the ban of the united voice of civ- 
| ilized States. 


Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. 


| to introduce a resolution. 
|| Mr. WINSLOW. I object; let the call pro- 
ceed regularly. 
BOOKS ORDERED BY CONGRESS, ETC. 

Mr. PERRY offered the following resolution; 

which was read, considered, and agreed to: 
|| Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury be requested 
to communicate to this House the whole amount that has 
been paid out of the Treasury for books ordered to be pub- 
lished by resolution of either or both Houses of the Thirty- 
| Third Congress ; also the amount paid out of the Treasury 
for books to the new members in said Congress under the 
usual resolutions for supplying new members with books ; 
| also the fuli amount paid the said members of Congress as 
| per diem compensation and mileage, specifying how much 


|| for each; also the estimated per diem expense of the Goy- 
| ernment during the sessions of Congress over and above | 


| the pay of its members, and such oflicers and employés as 
are paid annual salaries. 


BUREAU OF STATISTICS AND AGRICULTURE. 


a national bureau of statistics and agriculture; 


printed. 
WEIGHTS AND MEASURES. 


Mr. MARSTON presented joint resolutions 
of the State of New ampehitd, in reference to 
weights and measures; which were referred to the 
Committee on Commerce, and ordered to be 
printed. 

ADDITIONAL LAND DISTRICTS. 


Mr. THAYER offered the following resolution; 
which was read, considered, and agreed to: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Public Lands be, and 
|; they are hereby, instructed to report a bill creating twoland 
districts, which shall include all the public domain situated 


Kansas and the. eastern boundary of the State of Califor- 
nia, and lying between Nebraska Territory, Washington 
Territory, and the State of Oregon, onthe north, and the 
Indian Territory and the Territory of New Mexico on the 








district. 

BUREAU OF STATISTICS AND AGRICULTURE. 

| Mr. TAPPAN. I move that the resolutions 
| 


of the Legislature of the State of New Hamp- | 
shire, which I presented a short time since, in | 


reference to an agricultural bureau, be referred to 
the Committee on Agriculture. 
The motion was agreed to. 


WILLIAM Hl. HOOPER. 


resolution: 
Resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives of 


not otherwise appropriated, the amoynt that may be found 
by the accounting oflicers of the Treasury to have been in- 
curred for the proper legislative expenses of the Territory 
of Utah, by William H. Hooper, while acting as secretary 
| of said Territory under the appointment of Governor Brig- 
| ham Young. 


—— 


Mr. BRIGGS. That resolution is one more | 


of form than of substance; and I therefore de- 
sire 


Mr. GROW. 





hour taken up by discussion. 


pend the rules? 
The SPEAKER. It is not during the morning 
hour. 
Mr. FLORENCE. If a resolution gives rise 
to debate, it goes over under this new rule. 
Mr. BRIGGS. I hope there will be no objec- 
| tion to the resolution. 
Mr. GROW. To allow debate would defeat 
| the whole object of the rule. 
Mr. BRIGGS. I move to refer the resolution 
to the Committee of Ways and Means. 
The motion was agreed to. 


® RECIPROCITY TREATY. 


Mr. ELY introduced the following resolution: 
Resolved, That the President of the United States be, and 


OBE, * 


|| made it a criminal offense or piney under their own mu- | 


I ask leave | 


Mr. TAPPAN presented joint resolutions of || 
the State of New Hampshire, on the subject of 


which were laid on the table, and ordered to be | 


‘| Mr. BRANCH. 


between the western boundary of the proposed State of || P 


south ; the easterly part of said tract to be called the Jef- | 
ferson land district, and the western part the Nevada land | 


Mr. BRIGGS introduced the following joint | 


the United States of America in Congress assembled, That |} 
the Secretary of the Treasury be, and he is hereby, author- | 
| ized and directed to pay, out of any money in the Treasury 


I must object to having this 


Is it in order to move to sus- || 


135 





he is hereby, requested to communicate to this House, it 
in his opinion not incompatible with the public interests, 
all the information in his possession relative to the practi- 
cal working of the reciprocity treaty concluded with Great 
Britain on the Sth day of June, 1854; whether the provin- 
cial government of Canada has not, through its Legistature, 
violated the spirit of the sai treaty; what has been the 
practical effect of the third clause of the said treaty upon 
the interests of the respective countries; what measures, 
if any, have been taken to procure correct information 
| touching the practical operation and effect of the third 
clause of the said treaty upon the interests of American 
citizens; and whether, in his opinion, the said third article 
of the said treaty could not, with advantage to American 
interests, be either amended or rescinded. 


Mr. BRANCH. I desire to inquire if the 
Speaker holds that resolutions can be put upon 
their passagego-day, under the rule under which 
| we are acting? 

The SPEAKER. Such is the ruling of the 
Chair. 

Mr. BRANCH. As I understand it, we are 
now calling States and Territories under the 26th 
rule—the new rule. 

The SPEAKER. That is so. 

Mr. BRANCH. That rule says that “ all bills 
| So introduced during the first hour after the Jour- 
nal is read, shall be referred, without debate, to 
their appropriate committees.’’ Now, I do not 
understand that anything can be passed, except 
by unanimous consent; and the unanimous con- 
sent of the House can do anything. 

The SPEAKER, If the gentleman from North 
Carolina will read the whole resolution, he will- 
, See that the Chair is correct. 


Mr. BRANCH. My reason for calling the 


|, attention of the Chair to this matter now is, not 


| that I have any objection to the pending resolu- 
| tion, but that we may establish a correct practice 

under this new rule at the outset. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair stated some time 
/ago that at the expiration of the morning heur 
| he would call the States and Territories for reso- 
|, lutions, which would be referred to their appro- 
|| priate committees; but that in case discussion 
|| should arise they must lie over. 

Does the Chair hold, then, 
| that a resolution can be put upon its passage ? 

The SPEAKER. If objected to, it cannot be 
ut upon its passage. 

Mr. BRANCH. If there is but a single objec- 
tion, will that prevent its being put upon its pas- 
sage ? 

The SPEAKER, 
must go over. 


Mr. BRANCH. Suppose a gentleman rises, 


If it give rise to debate, it 


‘| under this rule, and offers a resolution and calls 


| the previous question, and the previous question 
is seconded, and debate thus cut off: does the Chair 
hold that the resolution can be put upon its pass- 
age? 

The SPEAKER. The Chair supposes, if the 
| previous question is seconded, that it might be. 

hat would cut off debate. 

Mr. HOUSTON. Then what good does the 
resolution do? ; 

Mr. BRANCH. [I donot make the point upon 
this resolution; but I hope the Chair will look to 
the rule, and determine its proper constraction. It 
an important resolution should come up, to which 
| I should object, and the Chair should make his 

present decision, } shall be compelled to appeal to 
the House. I think the Chair’s d®cision would 
defeat the whole object of the rule. 


PUBLIC STORES, ETC. 
Mr. JOHN COCHRANE introduced the fol- 


| lowing resolution: 


Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury be, and he 
| is hereby, directed to furnish to the House of Representa- 
| tives of the Thirty-Sixth Congress all the information of 
|, which he may be possessed respecting the performance of 
the labor required and bestowed in and upon the receipt at, 
|| and the delivery from, the public stores, of foreign goods and 
merchandise, entered, appraised, and taxed with imposts, 
at the port of New York; and how the same is performed, 
whether by laborers employed by the Government, or b 
laborers in the employ of contractors under covenant wi 
the Government for the performance of the same ; together 
with the date of any contract or contracts that may have 
:| been thus executed and delivered, the parties thereto, and 
|| the conditions thereof, the object and purpose of the same, 

| and the reasons therefor ; what is the present condition of 


| The resolution was agreed to. 
| 


said contract or contracts; who is now interested in the 
| same; and especially if he has reason to suppose that any 
| member or members of Congress now have, or at any time 
have had, any direct or remote or contingent pecuniary in- 
terest therein; and further, that the said Secretary be di- 
rected to furnish the House aforesaid any information in his 
possession of the effect produced, or that may be produced, 











€xpedieney of €Stablicp,; 
ment, y j- || S@ary for the consut at Swatan. j Ishing 
those of the’ importers, not upon those of the laboring Mr. JOHN COCHRANE. I ask the unani- || Mr SPINNER ory a _ . ing 
classes; and, further, whether the expense of performing mous consent of the House to present a memo- | ao eat hi ~ eto lowing Preamb}, 
such labor can be reduced below the present Prices paid ; rial from Edward Larned, on the subject of the || and reso ston; which were read, cons dered .,, 
together with any other and further information touching ; 
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by acontract system for the Performance of such labor at the if PACIFIC RAILROAD. | structed to inquire into the expeas a 
public stores, Upon the interests of the Govern n ! 





ie ra; : . = | agreed to: » ing 

the subject of this inquiry that, in his pinion, inay beeither | Pacific railroad ; and asi that it be referred to the i "een it fi 

ite “fal || Select committee on that subject and be ordered || : ‘pears from the last anny) 
requisite or usefii), | ; : omnject, - Postmaster Gencral that there was ¢ ected ang 2! the 
The resolution was agreed to. |, 0 be printed, at the post office at the city New York the Pended 
* || It was so ordered, $97,600 for the delivery of letter, by carriers ; nen it of 
CONSUL aT ASUNCION, METEOROLOGICAL OBSERVATIONS | men: Therefore Y-post 
; : : METEOR G c NS. ei esolved, That t s 3 
Mr. BARR introduced the following resolution; M FLORENCE ffered the followine fi to furnish this House with — shee he nyc’ 
which was read, considered, and agreed to: | Mr, \ ‘ olered the fo Owing reso- || persons employed in connect 0 With 4) ineetber of 
Resolved: That the Committee on Voreign Affairs be re- | lution; which was read, considered, and referred i] livering letters from said POSt office, their reg of de 
quested to inquire into the expediency of fixing the Salary | to the Comunittee on Printing: | 


Oo} 
| the amount of compensation Allowed to 
or the consy| at Asuncion, in South America. | 


a ; ach, and Iso an 
|| Resolved, That the usual number of the report of meteor. De a other €Xpenditures made in conn : 
LABOR OF THE PUBLIC STORES ATONE W YORK. ological observations, and the accompanying report of the || - 


, je ri bent, here being no objection the follow 
or dischareino the Committec on Public Rx. | in sauection with the jate military expedition into the ws J . low 
: ging a3 ; : 


E j ing resoly. 
5 sbeialideanan f thie 7 Verritory of Utah ; and Penerally to inquire into the alleged || UOn was agreed to; 

enditures from the ¢ onsic Craton of this Matte r. abuses of said Department in reference to its €xpenditure Resolved, That the Doorkeeper directed t 
¢ seems that that committee has charge of the 


be di © furnish 
for transportation to and from said Territory, and its pur- | €ach of the reporters of the House for the Congressionsy 
investigation, and | certainly think that the House chase and sale of public Property on account of said expe- |! Globe one Copy of such bills an ; 


| 
- : d Commissioner of Patents, be Printed; and that the Com- DOCUMENTS FOR GLOBE REPORT g 
Mr. BARR offered the following resolution: mittee on Printing be directed to inquire into the expedi- || M WASHBURNE f Iljn: ERS, 
Resolved, That the Committee on Public Expenditures |} ney of Printing, for the use of the House, five thousand H r. Ws 90 linois, ish to ask 
e, and they are hereby, discharged froin the further con- extra copies, that an order may be entered that the TeDOrters 
sideration 6f the Memorial of the cilizens of New York THE UTAY EXPEDITION, for the Globe Shal] be entitled to One co r each of 
tO *xamine Into the contract made by the Secretary of the . ever docu ent rinte b 5 “ 
Treasury with McIntyre, Bixby & Co., for the labor ofthe || Mr, PALMER offered the following resolu- || ‘ oe ao obe some tr order of the House. 
Public store, No, 12, Broadway, New York ; and that the | tion: ste se UdIe a out it OW, and 
aid memorial be referred tog Special committee of five, to Resolved, That the Committee on Public Expenditures | it is absolutely necessary in order that they May 
be appointed by the Speaker’ Said committee to have power © instructed to inquire into the Purchase, and the con- | bE a le to make up their reports, I trust therg 
t0 send for persons and papers, and to reportat an early day. tracts for the purchase, of supplies of military stores, ang will be no objection, 

Mr. BUR NETT. | cannot see the necessity || the means of transportation made by the War Department a : : 

| 


d reports as haye Been of 
Pon ati i '| dition ; with Power to send for persons and papers, and ; May be ordered to be printed, : 
&8 quite enouch of select committees, ee ; : ; ’ 

. -D Pr 4 Ens With leave to Sit during the Sessions of the House, and to : 

The SPEAKER. If the gentleman Proposes tapas = day tine. , Mr. SHERMAN. The morning hour has ex. 


to debate it, tho resolution must lie over. } é ired, I believe. I desire to make some rivilew, 
Mr. BURNETT. Twili. object toit; butT || Mr. BRANCH. | prefer that this resolution reports from the Committee of Waysand Means. 

think it is allewrong, | Should lie Over for debate, | but lam willing that the call shal] £9 on until alj 
Mr. BARR, |] would Say, for the information The SPEAKER, At the gentleman Proposes /| itori 

of the Fentleman, that the chairman of the com- || to debate it, it must lie over; 

mittee has told me that the committee hag go much || DUTIES ON BANK NOTEs. to suspend the rules, oa 

to attend to jn relation to other matters; thatthey || Mr. WHITELEYy offered the following rego- The SPEAKER, Ifthere be no objection, that 

pr ‘SPINNER x a chairman of that com- | lution; which was read, considered, and agreed to; || Will be the understanding, 


ee % ere was no objection. 

: . i > a Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce be in- , 

Mittee is not now in the Hous¢ . , |, Structed to inquire into the Propriety of reporting a bil} im- THE UTAH EXPEDITION, 
Mr. HIN DMAN, As one of that committee, | Posing duties on notes of banks, and on ANY notes, billy of | 


and after having conferred with Several memberg exchange, bonds, or other obligations discounted by banks, 


of it, lam very Willing thatthe resolution offerryy a REORGANIZATION OF THE MILITIA. 
the Fentleman from New York Should be adopted 


Mr, BRANCH. A few moments ago, | ob. 


jected to a resolution offered by the gentleman 







i| ; | from New York, [Mr. Patmen,] to Inquire into 
¢ have more business already referred to usthan || Mr, HUGHES offered the following resolution; certain expenditures connected With the expedi- 
we can Possibly get through with during the ses- | Which was read, considered, and agreed to: tion to Utah, objected under the impression 
sion ” . rm || Resolved, ‘That the Secretary 6f War be required to fur- |) that the resolution called for a Special committee. 
1. . a mati . || Nish this House With a copy of the report to him from Lieu- I ave since looked at it and ascertained that I 
The question was tak, nN; and the resolution was || tenant Colonel Bs Roberts of the United States Army, on was mistaken and that rd only directs the Com. 
adopted, }/ the Subject of the genera] reorganization of the militia of ° P bli d y ke th 
NAVIGATION op THE HARLEY RIVER. | the United States, under the laws of Congress Carrying into || Mittee on Py ic Expenditures to make the in. 


quiry; and I desire, With the consent of the House, 
to withdraw the objection I then made. | would 
make this Suggestion, however, to the gentleman 
from New York: J think he had better strike oyt 
that clause of the resolution Which gives a right 


e 


to the committee to Sit durin the sessions of the 


M SICKLES Sordthet as teats | effect the Constitution of the United States, 
Mr. SICK 4S offere the fo OWing reso ution; i 
Which was read, considered, and agreed to: 1] THE TOBACCO TRADE. 


Resolved, That the President of the United States be, and Mr. HUGHES also offered the following res- 
he is hereby, required to transmit to this House alj inform. | olution; which was read, Considered, and agreed 
ation in Possession of the officers in charge of the Coast | to: 

Survey, Showing the Practicability or making Harlem river ‘ death ‘ 
havigable for commercial purposes ana the xpense thereof. i} Resolved, Tank = Ssteet Lo mittee w members be ouse, That 1s very Irregu ar, 
appointed by the Speaker to inquire into the present con 
: INITRE dition of the tobacco trade of the United States with for. Mr. PHELPs. I would Suggest also to the 
BRONZE COPIES or UNITED STATES MEDALS, | : : rh sae _ 
eshte Ta. th : eign nations, and to heott What negotiation of legislation gentleman from New York not to clothe the com- 

Mr. CON KLING introduced a joint resolution |; May be necessary to improve its condition, mittee now With power to send for persons and 

or bronze copies of United States medals; which Mr. SMITH, of Virginia, The blank ought 


was read a first and Second time, and referred to | to be filled. Move that the committee consist || tee whenever they ask it and it shall be requisite, 
the Committee on the Library. of five. ’ 


r. PALMER. In compliance with the sur. 
FEES OF THE PORT OF NEW YORK. | Mr. HUGHEs. I would move that it consist i 


Mr. HUMPHREY offered the following rego. || of tes 1? ' be taken from the tobacco-growing 
ution; which Was read, considered, and agreed | States, 
to: 


of the House, In regard to the objection of the 
&entleman from issouri, I can assure the gentle. 
man and the House that the committee do not feel 
isposed to abuse the rivilege given them by the 
resolution, of Sending for rsons and papers; and 
that, at this late day of the Session, they will 
ring the examination to a Speedy close. 
© resolution was then agreed to, 


NATIONAL FOUNDERY IN NORTH CAROLINA. 
Mr. GILMER offered the following resolutions; 


Resolved, That the Sec retary of the Treasury be required | 
to turnish this Mouse With copies of all Correspondence i 


heid with the Collector of the port of New York in refer. ‘| Mr. SPAULDING submitted the following res- | 
ence to the Practice of collecting fees at the Custom-house | 


: ; : | 
olution; which was read, considered, and agreed 

in that city 'Or permits to land the baggage of Passengers ; | to: 
also With a *Y Of the dec » Of the Unj States cir. || . 
cult court of the State of New York i¢ the cea agtes cfr. Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury communi - | 
Ogden and Others, owners of the bark Racer, vs. Hugh i] cate to this House any information in his Possession relat- 

faxwel}, collector of the Port, for the recovery of fees thus || ing to the ©peration of the reciprocity treaty with Canada, 
collected ; and that he be also requested to state the amount 


| 5 a 
Of fees refunded in consequence of Said decision, and What || ADMISSION OF EX MEMBERS re, CONGREss, 
amount, Tf any, is stil} claimed as remaining unpaid, | Mr. SMITH, of Virginia, | desire to offer the 










. . ; a : to: 
BACK PAY T0 RETIRED OFFICERS, | following resolution: —— “ns ; Oneaeee ame ae be in: 
. bi» | Resolved, That ©X-members of Congress, Claim nts » That the Committee oe! at stablishing a 
M HUMPHREY also ented t structed ¢ uire into the expediency of est . 
& 4 ‘ the Star tN w You pameite: |} €Xcepted, shall be allowed admission to the floor of this 
4“40n from the ate of Ne or. » Proposing © |) Hous ing its i 


ive back Pay to retired or dropped Officers who 1 thereof'as denies this Privilege shail be 
‘ave been restored to their positions in the Navy, || pealed. 


and ata highor Stade; which was referred to the | Mr. WINSLow. The resolution Proposes to 
Ommittee on Naval Affairs, and o ered to be || change one of the rules of the House, | suppose 
printed, | there must be notice given of it, It lies over, of 


olina, and that tire epmmittee report by bill or otherwise. 

Reso > That all the Petitions and papers on 

this subject, Submitted to said committee at the last Con- 
» be again referred for consideration. 


MACON A PORT OF ENTRY. 


Mr. HARDEMAN introduced a joint resolu- 
tion constituting Macon, Georgia, a port of or 
or the time being, for the purposes therein oo 
fied and for Other Purposes; which was rea 
first and Second time, . bea that 
© preamble to the joint resolution recites th f 
it is in the contemplation of the cotton- — 
“envention of the State of Georgia to hold a fair, 


LIABILITy OF SHIP-OWNERs., 1} 7 : 
Mr. HUMPHREY algo ct csc’ & bill to || The SPEAKER. It mus, 1" Over one day, 


amend an act entitled “ An act to limit the liabil- H SALARY OF CONSUL ar SWATAU. 

ity of shi “owners, and for other Purposes,” ap. || Mr. SMITH, of Virginia, offered the followin 

Proved March 3, 1851; which was read a first and | tor Mons which waa read,considerests agreed 
to: : 


Resolved, That the Committee on Foreign Affairs be in. | 
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1860. | 


- s ° . 1 ° . { 
the month of December, in the city of Macon; || that an objection cannot prevent a vote of the | 
° it is contemplated by a foreign association to || House upon it. 
tha . 


Ne eee = 


; | 
hibit their goods at such fair;and that Macon, | 
CT eather & port of entry nor of delivery, the 


being ! ja hoa ae oat 
ticles imported for exhibition cannot, under the 
= sting law, be exempted from duties, though 
cISiise, = * : - ehothtet 
a -j again when withdrawn from exhibition. 
exported age 


The joint resolution constitutes Macon a port 
ontry so far and to such extent as to authorize 
z Secretary of the Treasury to extend thereto 
ali the existing revenue laws prevailing at ports 
4¢ entry and applicable to bonded warehouses, 
and to the bonding of imported goods, wares, and 
merchandise, and the exportation of the same; 
provided, that the effect and force thereof shall | 
only appertain to importations made for the pur- 

ose of exhibition at the said fair. Ne 
R Mr. HARDEMAN. I ask that the joint res- | 

sion be put upon its passage. 
cain EN COCHRANE. I think it should 

2 yon 1ts passage. 

7 WASHBURNE, of Illinois. There can 

bjection to It. | 
The jownt resolution was ordered to be engrossed « | 
and read a third time; and being engrossed, it was | 
accordingly read the third time, and passed. i 


Mr. HARDEMAN moved to reconsider the 
vote by which the joint resolution was passed; 
and also moved to lay the motion to reconsider | 
upon the table. — 

“The latter motion was agreed to. | 


ARRANGEMENT OF SEATS. 


Mr. MILES. I desire to offer the following || 
resolution; and call the previous question upon || 
its adoption: 

Resolved, That it shall be the duty of the Doorkeeper and 
Superintendent of Public Buildings to preserve the present | 
arrangement of the benches in the Hall of the House ; and 
that any existing order of the House to the contrary is 
hereby rescinded. 

Several Members objected to the resolution. 

Mr. MILES. I call for the previous question 
upon the adoption of the resolution; and I call the 
attention of the Chair to the following paragraph /| 
from the Manual. 

“ A demand for the previous question immediately upon 
submitting a resolution prevents debate, and, if seconded, | 


the resolution need not lie over, as in the case of debate 
arising.” 


I suppose, therefore, an objection to the resolu- 
tion’ will not prevent its adoption at this time, if | 
the previous question be seconded. 

The SPEAKER. The resolution can only be | 
adopted by unanimous consent. The State of | 
South Carolina had been passed in the call, and the 
- from South Carolina could only intro- 

uce his resolution by unanimous consent. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Indiana. I object to the con- 
sideration of that resolution at this time. When 


| resolutions only to which no objection should be 


| passed in the call, and that Alabama had been | 
| called. 


| every case that when a State has been pussed in 


| been passed, to the best of my knowledge and 
| belief, 


| ing resolution: 


| the United States of America, in Congress assembled, That 


|| discuss them. ° 





the States have been ealled through it will then be 
in order to offer it, I presume. 


MASSACHUSETTS SHOEMAKERS. 


Mr. MeQUEEN submitted the following reso- 
lution; which was read, considered, and agreed to: 


Resolved, That the Committee of Ways and Means be in- 
structed to inquire into the expediency of, and if deemed fit 
to report a bill for, emancipating the laboring men and wo- 
men engaged in shoemaking, in the State of Massachusetts, 
trom the tyranny of the “ capital’? men in that State, by re- 
pealing all duty on boots and shoes, leather, and all other 
imported articies used in their business. 


ARRANGEMENT OF SEATS—AGAIN. 





Mr. HILL. I now offer the resolution, which 
my friend from South Carolina (Mr. Mies] just 
how sought to offer, in relation to the preserva- 
tion of the present arrangement of the seats in this | 
Hall. The State of Geo ia, I understand, is now 
called; and I have the right, therefore, to offer the 
resolution, 


Mr. LANDRUM. I object to the introduction | 
of that resolution. 
Mr. MILES. I think the resolution cannot be | 


objected to. It was received by unanimous con- 
nt, 


Mr. HILL. I think I had the right to offer it | 
pinder the call of the State of Georgia for resolu- | 


uons, 


Mr. MILES, I again call attention to the par- | 
aztaph which I read from the Manual, by which | 
twill be seen that, under the rules, any gentl€- | 
on may have any resolution, offered er the | 


| of the States for resolutions, acted on finally, 
© previous question is seconded upon it; and 





| the Legislature of the State of Louisiana, asking 





THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


The SPEAKER. The Chair understood the | 
agreement of the House, made at the suggestion of 
the gentleman from Ohio, [Mr. SHerman,] to be, 
that the States should conpnue to be mee for 


made, 
Mr. DAVIS, of Indiana. I make the farther 
point of order that the State of Georgia had been 


Mr. HILL. No,sir. The State of Georgia 
had been just called, as I understand it. 
The SPEAKER. The Chair has decided in | 


the call, no gentlemaw can offer any resolution 
from that State, unless by unanimous consent. 


Mr. HILL. The State of Georgia had not 


_The SPEAKER. The Chair has already de- || 
cided that the resolution of the gentleman is not | 
in order, objection having been made. 

ADJOURNMENT OF CONGRESS OVER. 
Mr. DAVIS, of Mississippi, offered the follow- | 


Resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives of 
the two Houses of Congress do adjourn on the 20th of April || 
next, until the 20th of May neXt, 1860. 

Several Members objected. 

Mr. HUGHES. I wish to know, if these res- | 
olutions go over now, when it will be inorder to 


The SPEAKER. At some future day, the 
Chair supposes, when they come up in their order 
for consideration. 

Mr. HUGHES. Do the rules make any pro- 
vision for calling up these resolutions for discus- 


| sion? Ifso,I wish to know when they willcome | 


up. 
The SPEAKER. Whenever the House sees 


fit to order them up, the Chair supposes. 


Mr. HUGHES. I wish to ask how they may || 


be called up? 
The SPEAKER. The Chair supposes they 


| may be called up by proceeding to the business on | 


the Speaker’s table. It is enough for the present, | 
however, that they cannot be debated now. 


Mr. DAVIS, of Mississippi. I call the previous 1 


question upon the adeption of the resolution. 

The SPEAKER. Isthere any objection to the 
resolution? 

Mr. SEDGWICK. _I object. 

The SPEAKER. Then the resolution cannot 
be introduced. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Mississippi. Then I move to 
suspend the rules. 

The SPEAKER. That motion is not nowin 
order. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Mississippi. Then I want it 
to be understood that I will move to suspend the 
rules to act on the resolution whenever it will be | 

roper to do so. 

Mr. LOVEJOY. I hope the gentleman will 
withdraw his objection. I think it is desirable 
that the resolution should be voted on. If we are 
to adjourn over for a month, I think we shouid 
know it. 

The SPEAKER. Debate is not in order; the 
resolution has not been received. 


VICKSBURG CUSTOM-HOUSE. 


Mr. SINGLETON offered the following reso- || 


lution; which was read, considered, and agreed 
to: | 
Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office and | 
Post Roads be directed to inquire into the expediency of | 
providing for the erection of a custom-house and post office | 


| building in the city of Vicksburg, Mississippi. 


j 
LOUISIANA POST ROUTES. 
Mr. LANDRUM presented joint resolutions of | 


rovision by Congress for the transportation of the 

Jnited States mail between Camden, in Arkansas, 
and ,in Louisiana, and forthe transportation | 
of the mail between Columbia and Homer, in the | 
parish of Claiborne and State of Louisiana; which 
were referred to the Committee on the Post Office | 
and Post Roads. 


RIGHTS OF HEBREWS IN, SWITZERLAND. 
Mr. VALLANDIGHAM offered the follow- 
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ing resolution; which was read, considered, and 
agreed to: 


Resolved, That the President be requested to communi- 
eate, it not incompatible with the public interest, any cor- 
respondence between the United States and Switzerland 
relating to that clause in the treaty between the two coun- 
tries which discriminates against the rivileges of the elt- 


| izens of the United States holding the Hebrew faith, when 


visiting or sojourning in Switzerland. 
CRUELTY TO SEAMEN. 
Mr. VALLANDIGHAM also offered the fol- 


lowang resolution; which was read, considered, 
and agreed to: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce be instruct- 
ed to inquire into the expediency of immediate and ade- 
quate legisiation for the punishment and suppression of 


crnelties in the American merchant naval service, and 
report measures accordingly. 


IIOUR RULE. 


_ Mr. VALLANDIGHAM. I give notice of my 
intention to move an amendment to the 34th rule 
of the House, by striking out the first clause 
thereof, limiting debate to one hour. 

The SPEAKER. It will be entered. 


WAR OF 1812. 


_Mr. HOWARD offered the following resolu- 
tion; which was read, considered, and agreed to: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of War be directed to fur- 
nish to this House, as early as practicable, an account of 
the number of officers, non-commissioned officers, musi- 
cians, privates, and marines who were in the service of 
the Government of the United States during the war with 
Great Britain of 1812, for a period of six months and upwards. 

- SLAVERY. 

Mr. BLAKE. 1 offer the following resolution: 

Whereas the chattelizing of humanity and the holding 
of persons as property is contrary to natural justice and the 
fundamental principles of our political system, and is noto- 
rioasly a reproach to our country throughout the civilized 
world, and a serious hinderance to the progress of repub- 
lican liberty among the nations of the earth: Therefore, 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Judiciary be, and 
the same are hereby, instructed to inquire into the expedi- 
| eney of reporting a bill giving freedom to every human be- 
ing and interdicting slavery wherever Congress has the 
constitutional power te legislate on the subject. 

Mr. SMITH, of Virginia, and others, objected. 
{Cries from the Democratic benches of ‘* Don’t 
object Ud 

Several Memsers. Let the resolution be read 
again. 

The resolution was again read. 

Mr. BLAKE. I trust that, as the resolution 
is one of reference only, thete will be no objec- 
tion. 

Mr. BARKSDALE. I withdraw my objec- 
tion. 

The SPEAKER. Is there objection to the in- 
troduction of the resolution? (Cries of ‘* Don’t 
object!’’?] ‘The Chair hears no objection. 

Ir. BRANCH. Lobjecttothepreamble. [Cries 
of ‘*It is too late!’ 

Mr. HINDMAN. I hope that there will be 
no objection to the introduction of the resolution. 
Let it come in, and let us have the yeas and nays 
upon it. Let us make up the record. ‘ 

Mr. SINGLETON. I hope that all objection 
will be withdrawn. I want, upon the vote by yeas 
and nays, to let the country see how many Rep- 
resentatives upon this floor will vote for such a 
resolution. . 

Mr. BRANCH. At the request of friends all 
round me, I withdraw my objection to the pre- 
amble. 

Mr. SINGLETON. I demand the yeas and 
mere on the adoption of the resolution. 

Mr. KILLINGER. I object to the resolution. 
| [Cries of “It is too late !’?] No, it is not too late. 
I object to the resolution, and I ask that my ob- 
jection be noticed. ; 

Mr. BRANCH. It is too late. The resolution 
has been received, and the yeas and nays de- 
manded on it. [Cries of ** Call the roll!’’ ‘* Let 
us vote !’’] 

The yeas and nays wereordered. _ 

The question was taken on the adoption of the 
resolution; and it was decided in the negative— 
| yeas 60, nays 109; as follows: 

YEAS — Messrs. Charlies F. Adams, Aldrich, Alley, 
Bingham, Blair, Blake, Brayton, Buffinton, Burkingame, 
Burroughs, Butterfield, Carey, Carter, Colfax, Conkling, 
Curtis, Delane, Duell, Edgerton, Edwards, Eliot, Ely, 
Farnsworth, Foster, Frank, Gooch, Grow, Gurley, Hale, 
Helmick, Hoard, flumphrey, Hutchins, Francis W. Kel- 
logg, DeWitt C. Leach, Lee, Lovejoy, McKean, Morrill, 
Olin, Palmer, Potter, Pottle, Rice, Sedgwick, Sherman, 
Somes, Spaulding, Spinner, William Stewart, Tappan, 
Tompkins, Train, Vandever, Waldron, Walton, Cadwala- 
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——————— — 


der C. Washburn, Ellihu B. Washburne, Wells, and Win- } Mr. CLARK, of Missouri. I cbject. 


dom—60. 

NAYS—Messrs. Allen, Thomas L. Anderson, Ashmore, || 
Avery, Barksdale, Barr, Barrett, Bocock, Boteler, Boyce, 
Branch, Briggs, Bristow, Burch, Burnett, Campbell, John | 
B. Clark, Clopton, Cobb, John Cochrane, Cooper, Cox, 
James Craig, Burton Craige, Crawford, Curry, H. Winter | 
Davis, John G. Davis, Reuben Davis, De Jarnette, Dunn, 
Edmundson, Etheridge, Florence, Fouke, French, Garnett, 
Gartreil, Gilmer, Hamilton, Hardeman, J. Morrison Harris, | 
Jovn T. Harris, Hatton, Hickman, Hill, Hindman, Holman, 
Houston, Hughes, Jackson, Jenkins, Jones, Keitt, Kenyon, || 
Kunkel, Lamar, Landrum, James M. Leach, Leake, Logan, 
Love, Mallory, Charles D. Martin, Elbert 8. Martin, Me. | 
Knight, McPherson, McQueen, McRae, Miles, Milisen- 
Miliward, Montgomery, Laban T.Moore, Sydenham Moore, | 
Edward Joy Morris, lsaac N. Morris, Niblack, Nixon, Noell, || 
Phelps, Porter, Pryor, Pugh, Quarles, Reagan, Riggs, James i| 
C. Robinson, kuftin, Schwartz, Scott, Scranton, Simms, | 


Singleton, William Smith, Stallworth, Stevenson, James |] tion of the Chair, for information. After the read- 
|| ing of the resolution will it be in order to move 
|| to lay the resolution upon the table? 


A. Stewart, Stokes, Taylor, Thayer, Thomas, Trimble, 
Underwood, Vallandigham, Whiteley, Winslow, Wood- 
son, and Wright—109. | 


So the resolution was rejected. 

Pending the above call, 

Mr. DUNN said: | move that the resolution be | 
laid upon the table. 

Mr. PHELPS. That motion is not in order. 


read, and [ want to know what it is before I vote || 
on it. 
| Mr. BURNETT. Irise to a question of order, || 


| roll has been ordered @o be called ; the call was 


| 


The Clerk has proceeded with the call of the roll, || 


and there has been a response; and pending the | 
call of the roll no other business is in order. 
The roll-call must be proceeded with. 
Mr. DUNN. I made my motion in time. 
Mr. PHELPS. The call of the roll was pro- | 


ceeded with, and the gentleman from Massachu- || 


setts [Mr. Apams] answered in the affirmative. 
Mr. HINDMAN. And I heard his response. | 


'| the resolution. 


The SPEAKER. The Clerk has recorded the |) 


name of the gentleman from Massachusetts in the | 
affirmative. 


the table is not in order and cannot be received. 
The SPEAKER. Such is the decision of the 

Chair. The motion of the gentleman from In- 

diana, [Mr. Duwn,] that the resolution be laid | 


} 


| ing proceedings took ree 
r. MALLORY. I desire to state that my col- 
league, Mr. AnpERsoN, was called from the House 


upon the table, was not made until the call of the || 


roll was commenced and there was a response, | 
and itis of course out of order, and cannot be 
entertained. 

Mr. KILLINGER. What becomes of my ob- 


jection? I objected to the resolution. | 
Mr. SICKLES. lIask that the resolution be 
read, 


Mr. DAVIDSON, and others. 
There has been a response. 

Mr. GARNETT. I hope that there will be 
no objection to the reading of the resolution. 

Mr. DAVIDSON. The resolution has been 
read twice already. 

Mr. KLLLINGER. 
order. 
lution. 


It is too late. 


I insist on my point of 
i objected to the introduction of the reso- 
What becomes of that objection ? 


| 
} 


The SPEAKER. It came too late. [Cries 
of ** Call the roll !’’} 
Mr. JOHN COCHRANE. [Iask that the rule || 


be enforced, and that members shall not be al- 
lowed to go near the Clerk’s desk during the vote. | 

Mr. BURNETT. I hope that the resolution | 
will be read, so that we may all know exactly 
what it is. 

Mr. HOUSTON. Does the Chair consider | 
that the call has been commenced? 

The SPEAKER. The Chair has already so | 
decided. 


Mr. HOUSTON. Willthe reading of the res- || 


olution interfere with the call of the roil? 


The SPEAKER, It will not suspend the call |, 


of the roll. 
Mr, COLFAX, It is merely a resolution of | 
inquiry, and not mandatory; and being willing 
to inquire into the expediency, I shall vote “ay.” | 
Mr. BLAKE. I ask that the resolution be read 
again. Iamsure thatitis notunderstood by mem- 
bers. 


Mr. HILL. 





I wish to remark that this reso- 





lution has been read twice; and, to my astonish- || 


ment, the mover now calls for the rereading of it. | 
That certainly cannot be necessary for informa- | 
uion, i 
Mr. DAVIDSON, I object to all debate during | 
the call of the roll. 

Mr, HILL. Whenever any gentleman rises in | 
his place and demands the reading of a resolution | 
for information, he ought to have it read. 

Mr. HINDMAN. Only by unanimous con- | 
sent, 

The SPEAKER. The Chair will have the res- | 
olution read, . 


|| unexpectedly, and I know he will regret his ab- 


_ of ** Call the roll!’’] I desire to ask whether the 


5 } thieg; a 
Mr. PHELPS. Then the motion to lay upon || 1 
| 


| 


} 


Mr. TAPPAN. 





I did not hear the resolution 


and I hope the Chair will preserve order. The 


commenced, and there has been a o> epee and 
nothing is in order except the call of the roll. 


TheSPEAKER. The Chair will not have the || 


call interfered with by the reading of the resolu- 
tion. The call will be recommenced after the name 
of Mr. Apams. 

Mr. HILL. That is all I ask. 

Mr. JOHN COCHRANE. I rise to ask a ques- 
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The SPEAKER. It will not be. 
The resolution was then read. 


Mr. JOHN COCHRANE. Mr.Speaker, (cries 


first vote is not upon the resolution? 

The SPEAKER. The question before the 
House is upen agreeing to the resolution. (Cries 
of ‘* Call the roll!’’} 

Mr. SHERMAN. [Cries of ‘* Order!’’} I de- 
sire to ask whether the question is now upon the 
adoption of the resolution, or upon the adoption 
of the resolution and preamble? 

The SPEAKER. It is upon the adoption of 


Mr. SHERMAN. And not upon the pream- 
ble? 
The SPEAKER. The preamble is another 





this vote has nothing to do with the 
preamble. 

The Clerk resumed the call of the roll. 

During the continuance of the call, the follow- 


sence at this time. [Laughter.] I cannot imagine 
what gentlemen are laughing at. Gentlemen may 
be laboring under an impression which I do not in- 
tend to permit them to labor under. They shall 


| not impute saree wrong to me. 
AN 


Mr. HIND Ido notintend myself to 


| impute anything wrong to the gentleman, but I 


have the nght to comment upon the absence of 
the colleague of the gentleman. 
Mr. MALLORY. I will say to gentlemen that 


my colleague was called from the House before 


| he knew that this resolution was to be introduced. 


| 


Mr. BARR, when his name was called said: 


|| I desire to say a word in reference to my aan I 
| am opposed to all this agitation of the s 


avery 
question in every sense. [*‘ Order!”’ *‘ order!’’] 


| | vote **no.’’ 


} 


Mr. BOULIGNY. I am paired off with Mr. 
Asutey, of Ohio. If I were to vote I should vote 
**no.”’ 

Mr. FRANK stated that Mr. Burnnam was 
paired off with Mr. Sickues. 

Mr. DAVIDSON. My colleague on the Com- 
mittee on Enrolled Bills (Mr. Tueaxker] is de- 
tained from the House, and I cannot vote while 
he is absent. If I could vote, I should vote ‘‘no.”’ 

Mr. DAWES. Last week I ae off upon all 

Mr. W 


questions of this character wit . WEBsTER, 


_ of Maryland; otherwise I should vote in the af- 


| 





firmative. 

Mr. FRANK stated that Mr. Ferry was paired 
off with Mr. Mactay. 

Mr. KILGORE. I desire to give the rea- 
sons—— 

Mr. BURNETT. I object to all debate. 

The SPEAKER. All debate is out of order. 

Mr. KILGORE, Will the gentleman allow 


| me to give the reasons for my vote? 


Mr, BURNETT. No, sir; vote “‘ay”’ or “no,” 
without explanation. 

Mr. MARTIN, of Virginia, when his name 
was called, said: I ask the gentleman from Illi- 
nois [Mr. Kireore] to give his attention a mo- 
ment. I believe he paired me off with Mr. Case 
until twelve o’clock to-day. 

Mr. KILGORE. That is so; and I would be 
glad, as Mr. Case is not here, if the gentleman 
would extend his pair until Wednesday. 

Mr. MARTIN, of Virginia. As 1 havea right 
to vote, I vote ‘“‘np.’’ I would disgrace ae 
trict should I make ah explanation, 


nce ee 
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March 26 
Mr. STOKES stated that Mr. “ 
paired off with Mr. Braseeve f+ Marwano wa 

Mr. LOGAN stated that his collea y 
McC.ernanp, was paired off with Mr Ke oll 
of Illinois, for the day. eee, 

Mr. MOORE, of Enatiky. I desire to 
nounce the pair of my colleague, Mr. Pes 7 
tor Aone wi ae — by the sickness othe 
aughter,) wit r. oop, fro 
March, for one a Se the 24th of 

t was stated that Mr. Fewron Te 
ORIEN ashieun,u.. 

r. Mc stated that Mr. 
was paired off with Mr. Lamar on ‘aon 
on which there might be an antagonism bety, - 
them. ™ 

Mr. BRABSON stated that Mr. 
paired off with Mr. Kiruiwcer. 

Mr. CLARK, of Missouri. I desire to hay 
the 42d rule read, requiring all members sites 
to vote. I want it read now during the call of th 
roll, as I notice that several members haye de. 
clined to vote. I want every man in the Houss 
to vote on this resolution. 

Mr. STEWART, of Pennsylvania. | object 

The SPEAKER. Objection being made, ths 
rule cannot be read now. F 

Mr. SICKLES. I have paired off with y; 
Burnuam, of Connecticut, upon this and kindred 
questions; otherwise I would have been elad to 
extinguish this firebrand by voting “ no,” 

Mr. STEVENS, of Pennsylvania. [| was 
= off with Mr. CLemens until to-day; but as 

e is not here, I decline to vote. 

Mr. GILMER stated that Mr. Vance was 
paired off with Mr. Covope. 

Mr. McK NIGHT stated that Mr. Vernez was 

aired off. 

Mr. ENGLISH. I was not within the bar of 
the House when my name was called; had I been 
present, I should have voted “ no.” 

Mr. VALLANDIGHAM stated that his col- 
league, Mr. PenpLeton, was detained from the 
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House by sickness. 
Mr. CLARK, of New York. I ask leave to 
vote. I think I was in the adjoining room when 


my name was called. 

Objection was made. 

Mr. CLARK, of New York. I desire to say 
that if I had been present I should have voted 
+ ap?” 

Mr. BRABSON. Iask the unanimous consent 
of the House to vote. 1 was out when my name 
was called. 1 hope there will be no objection. 

Mr. KUNKEL. I object. 

Mr. GARNETT. I hope it will be agreed all 
around that gentlemen upon all sides may vote. 

Mr. BOCOCK. I have voted; but lest I might 
lose the opportunity, I wish to state that I shall 
ask for the enforcement of the 42d rule, which re- 
quires every member in the House to vote. | 
have seen s¢veral gentlemen sitting in their seats 
and not voting, and the only way left, if they re- 
fuse to comply with the rule, is to pass a vote of 
censure upon them, and I shall designate mem- 
bers by name and move a vote of censure unless 
they vote. hs 

Mr. KILLINGER stated that he was paired of 
with Mr. Nexson. 

Mr. FRENCH. I did not answer when my 
name was called, because I was not certain of the 
purport of the resolution. I have examined it, 
and regard it as ill-advised and ill-considered. 

Mr. BURNETT. I object to all debate upon 
this vote. 7 

Mr. FRENCH. Iam opposed to negro slavery, 
and will resist its extension into territory where 
it does not now exist. So far as this resolution is 
— to that institution, I have no particular 
objection to it; but as it proposes to give freedor 
to every individual, and may be fairly construe 
to apply to criminals in the penitentiary !0 thi 
District, and to convicts under the laws of th 
United States everywhere, I am opposed to it, ane 
shall vote “no.” ; 

Mr. JENKINS. In reference to this matter 
pairing off, I want to know if one gentleman can 
pair off with another gentleman upon the — 
side; and whether, if a gentleman is paired off wt 
another who would vote in the negative, he oe 
n@t thereby practically put himself upon the 
firmative of the resolution ? 

The SPEAKER. The Chair cannot settle thes 
questions of pairs. It does nat belong to the or 
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